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Abstract 
This study has attempted to examine how the imposition of Apartheid 
ig~nti~y c~pstr_ucts h~s __ adve:r;s~ly~ !._n:IJ?caQ_teli~upon the processes of 
and to describe the extent to which the participants have allowed 
the present hegemony to i-Efl:l.!ence the structuring of their 
COJL~~s. The structural inequalities inherent in the system 
of Apartheid have required the conceptualization of identity 
construction as a process mediating important choices, rather than 
~---::~ _-....,-_·--"--
the uncritical ~~~~~ance of the existing structural arrangements. 
The q_q@l:h<:t~~P~-r~pe_c~i_y_e adopted facilitated a more complex and 
differentiated picture of social representation , on the assumption 
that individuals and groups be understood in terms of being 
constituted through the social domain and actively engaging with 
and challenging the restrictive aspects embodied in it. 
The qualitative phase sought to examine the extent to which two 
levels of consciousness, the personal or systemic causal 
attribution of their circumstances , had influenced their agendas. 
A self-administered interview schedule, consisting of open-ended 
questions, provided the basic demographic information with regard 
to age, sex and organisational affiliation. The major issues which 
were perceived to cause both personal difficulty and which 
preeented problems for their cohort were also elicited. 
( ii) 
An analysis of the reasons which induced both p~~~~mi~m and 
<:,>P_t:_imism about the present condition of society provided an account 
of the trepidations with which oppressed youth view adult society. 
The descriptive categorisations of the three societal components , 
! 1 We, and They, ~ South Africans now , were intended to further 
clarify how the sample perceived the sociopolitical arrangements of 
--~-~~-- ---
our polarised and estranged society. 
Emergent conceptual themes were generated through a content 
analysis of the protocols provided in response to the predetermined 
categories. The most prominent themes indicated significant 
differences in the construction of reality • Even where the themes 
appear similar semantically, the discourse appears to suggest that 
the two groups have opted for divergent strategies • 
Quantitatively, an application of the Repertory Grid Technique 
( Kelly, 1955 ) enabled the researcher to examine the systems of 
constructs through which the participants ori~_nt_~then:t~e_!2~-~ in the 
social world. This phase of the study provided the information 
about the extent to which these young people are engaged knowingly 
---~-> ---.-~ 
in the political_discourses which impinge ~pen their development • 
....- L • --~·-• -~·' ~ ~--- ~ ~ ' -~ • ' ' • - • ' -
A comparison was made on the basis of the participants' affiliation 
and active involvement in political organisations • The 
differ~t styles of construing displayed supported the notion that 
the activist group would have a more focussed and radical 
(iii) 
interpretation of the issues which confronted them. The findings 
were visually presented according to the model outlined by Norris 
and Makhlouf-Norris ( 1977 ), and identity plots drawn in order to 
depict the patterns of identification with selected political 
images. 
A critical synthesis of the qualitative and quantitative phases 
indicates that the sample as a whole are forced to confront the 
debilitating consequences of having been ascribed Apartheid 
identity constructs, but are not irreversibly stigmatised and 
damaged by the imposition. Their levels of consciousness and 
explicit identification with symbolic political images informs the 
repertoire of strategies and coping mechanisms that have evolved in 
rejection of the restrictive identity frames • In conclusion, 
suggestions are made for a refinement of the conflictual analysis 
adopted in the present study. 
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THE POSITION OF DISENFRANCHISED YOUTH 
1.1 INTRODUCTION 
The relevance of psychology to the South African context has 
recently been intensely debated ( Lambley1 1973; 1980; 
Holdstock, 1981; Moll, 1983; Dawes, 1985; 1986; Foster, 1983; 1986; 
Dommisse, 1985 ). In attempting to become more responsive to its 
African context and the needs of the majority of its citizens , 
Dawes ( 1986 ) has argued for a more appropriate contextualisation 
of both theory and practice .. In this regard Foster ( 1983 ) refers 
t6 the conceptual diversity and confusion prevalent in contemporary 
psychology. More pertinently, he remarks that psychology has also 
demonstrated a varying, but nevertheless, systematic reluctance to 
confront serious and relevant social issues. 
Psychologists have further been directly challenged to 
examine the extent to which their production of knowledge and 
provision of services has unwittingly or directly suppqrted the 
'\ 
Apartheid state and capitalist industry ( Savage, 1981; Moll, 
1983; Dawes, 1985 ). Various theorists agree that the need for a 
critical analysis of the specific sociopolitical circumstances of 
our own oppressive society , and the concomitant dehumanising 
psychosocial effects have yet to be seriously addressed ( Ivey, 
1986; Savage, 1986; Swartz, 1987 ) • 
1 
1.2 THE TOTAL IDEOLOGY OF APARTHEID 
·The narrow and ethnocentric framework of Apartheid is II clearly in 
a paradigmatic crisis when confronted with a heterogenous society 
of multi-ethnic and multi-racial complexity " ( Degenaar, 1977, 
p. 151 ) • According to Le Roux (l986, p.204 ) , the very 
measures designed to ensure domination for the Afrikaner 
Nationalist in the centuries ahead have ill fact had unintended 
consequences II (emphasis mine). Various writers argue that the 
struggle for self-determination and preservation had resulted in 
the concept of volk becoming radically changed from a symbol of 
emancipation for the Afrikaner minority into a symbol of domination 
and repression for the oppressed majority ( Du Preez, 1980 ; 
Manganyi, 1981 ; Dawes, 1985 ; Booysen and Kotze, 1985 ; Savage, 
' 
1986 ). This leaves unanswered what Du Preez ( 1979, p.363 ) refers 
to as : 
The great question, in the life and death of a 
nation, is how to achieve co~~unity - a sense 
of common identity for all its people. 
r Through a myriad of laws and regulations ( Riordan, 1981 ; 
Dommisse, 1985 ; Burman, 1986 ; Swartz, 1986 ) nationalist ideology 
exerts almost unrivaled control over most aspects of public and 
private life. The regime has often resorted to direct and coercive 
intervention to organise even the most personal detail of its 
subjects' lives ( Lambley, 1973 ; Clarke, Hall, Jefferson and 
Roberts, 1981 ; Bundy, 1986a ). The extent to which the system has 
2 
appropriated various facets of life is perhaps captured most 
adequately in a recent definition. Savage 1986, p.3 refers 
to the political structure as a system of 
minority domination over statutorily defined colour 
groups on a territorial, residential, political, social 
0 ' 
and economic basis. It embodies structural inequalities 
which support and favour particular classes and groups 
of people at the expense of others. 
Brittan and Maynard ( 1984 ) further refine the notion of minority 
domination. They argue vehemently that the racist South African 
regime does not represent an unfortunate case of cultural 
misunderstanding between white minority and black majority 
.. ~groupings. Their analysis implies that the more powerful group 
~"~\. r 
)~ ~ f. ::J'/ oppresses the su.bordinate group by virtue of the power that they 
I! 
~·wield. Bulhan ( 1985 ) contributes to an understanding of how 
I'-
r racism is institutionalised within the South African setting. The 
i 
symbols, myths and structure of a society are considered to be 
racist if they subscribe to any of the following criteria. 
Firstly, an assignment of values to real or imaginary differences 
between people and the accentuation of race as the discriminating 
variable. Secondly, the assumption that these differences are 
assumed to be absolute and evaluated in terms of superior and 
/6:' inferior. Finally, when the racial categorisation is used in order 
\"}) 
to justify a state. of privilege, inequity, exclusion and 
domination. It is hardly likely that political developments within 
3 
this country have occurred accidentally and unintentionally. Ivey 
( 1986, p.8 ) argues in agreement that " Domination serves 
hegemonic sectarian socio - economic interests at the expense of 
other individuals and groups ". Traditionally, the mode of 
domination in capitalist societies centers around the economic 
exploitation of the workers by the bourgeoisie. The South African 
experience is further complicated by the inclusion of racial 
exploitation. ()+ 
(1 \ . . . h Dawes ( 985, p.58 ) observes ~n th~s connect~on that " Sout 
Africans have a legally defined identity above their South 
Africaness " which profoundly circumscribes existence, "as from 
early childhood race means privilege and power or the lack of it". 
He introduces the term Apartheid identitv constructs to highlight 
the implications it has for the nature and quality of existence. 
Swartz ( 1987 ) agrees that Apartheid experiences must form a 
crucial part of each individual's developm~ntal experiences. 
Ivey ( op cit ) mentions the need to consider the extent to which 
ideological constraints adversely impact upon the self - formative 
processes of its victims. Both writers agree that although the 
South African situation does contain universally acknowledged 
pathogenic features, it would be extremely difficult to infer a 
simple causal relationship between the social macrosphere and the 
ontogenetic personality development of its victims. 
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Although it is debatable whether or not the macrosystem does 
impinge upon the microsystem in which the individual is contained, 
it does, however - to resort to an ecological metaphor ( Trickett, 
1984; Gabarino, 1985; Muuss, 1988 ) - err~ody the cultural 
blueprint which unde~girds the organisaticn of institutions in a 
society. The macrosystem reflects the societal conceptualisation of 
ecological space for human development, and a peoples' shared 
assumption about how society is ordered and the institutions that 
represent those assumptions. It also refers to the general 
organisation of reality as it is and as it might be, according to 
those in a.position of power. 
$harp ( 1980, p.8 ) proposes in this regard that in order 
to gain a better understanding of the complex interlinkages and 
interdependent relationships within the political arena, we would 
need n an examination of the bases upon which members of various 
categories are mobilized for action in relation to other 
strata n. Tajfel 1981 ) proposes three criteria intended to 
facilitate such an understanding 
(1) knowledge about the manner in which groups are constructed 
-
in a particular social setting 
(2) the psychosocial effects of these constructions, and 
(3) how the actual constructions and their effects depend upon 
and relate to other forms of social reality. 
/ 
5 
In this connection various writers comment upon the deep cleavages 
and inequalities which have been sown and nourished within the 
system. The increasing autocracy and intolerance, they argue, has 
resulted in a diseased national outlook in which any capacity for 
pursuing a national goal becomes vitiated by illusion ( Welsh, 
1981 ; 0' Meara, 1983 ; Savage, 1986 ) 
Van Vuuren ( 1985, p.47 ) further considers the subtleties and 
thoroughness with which the architects of Grand Aparthied had 
designed and implemented the system - " the intergroup 
relationships of domination and subordination are imposed both 
structurally on an institutional level through formal and concrete 
constitutional arrangements, and on an attitudinal level, through 
symbolic but efficacious ideological conditioning". This appears to 
suggest that basically every systemic level within the order would 
be permeated by racist ideology and economic deprivation.] 
Through a process of initailly having pre-empted the nature and 
scope of the "diverse cultures" within the South African context, 
the political and economic constellatory apparatuses were then 
developed to embody and reinforce the myth. Swartz and Foster 
( 1984 ) warn that legal categories are 
being rJ~ections of legitimate cultural 
\ 
institutional arrangements ensure that 
quite easily adapted to as 
differences. The current 
Apartheid racially - based 
political identity surpasses any conception of national identity, 
6 
since there is " no core South African identity to which the 
various groups can be assimilated at a grassroots level " 
( Du Preez, 1979, p.349 ). Ivey ( 1986, p.B ) argues in this 
regard that such a " preformed constellation" literally provides 
the social matrices and possible discourses available to 
individuals and groups . Various other theorists agree that 
individuals are inclined to constcuct reality from the basic raw 
materials found in the macrosystem which contains them ( Keniston, 
1971 ; Tajfel, 1981; Harre, 1983 ; Levett, 1989 ). 
~2.1 Some Psychological Effects of Anartheid 
Bulhan ( 1985, p.124 ) provides a description of both the personal 
and group psychosocial consequences emanating from the basic raw 
ingredients of Apartheid policies : 
All situations of oppression violate one's space, time, 
energy, mobility, bonding and identity. The oppressed 
finds ••• physical and psychological space 
unacknowledged, intruded into, and curtailed ... Equally 
crucial ... bonding with other is subverted, weakened and 
rendered conflictual personal, as well as collective, 
identity is also challenged, undermined and confused. 
Various writers have.documented the completely different agendas 
and concerns for the various subgroups within the South African 
society. The " artifically " created reality of the South African 
7 
\ 
community has resulted in comparatively skewed and separate 
experiential worlds tor its people (Coles, 1987 ; LeRoux, 1986 ). 
Through polarization, geographic and social estrangement, the 
various hegemonic apparatuses that reinforce these erroneous 
perceptions, has ensured that existing cultural steroetypes are 
confirmed and entrenched. 
Earlier findings ( Danziger, 1975; Geber and New-man, 1980 ) 
support the notion that the concerns and visions of the future for 
the different racial groups would be informed by quite opposite 
aspirations. More recent evidence supports the notion that 
completely estranged experiential worlds exist for differently 
defined groups. Gagiano ( 1986 ) shows that despite the disquiet 
and socio-political upheaval domestically, and the increasing 
isolation from the international community, there has been no 
observable effect on support for the government or its major 
policies from young Afrikaners. 
Booysen et al ( 1985, p.38 ) further test the premise that 
politically the Afrikaner youth is socialised into isolation, and 
concludes that the " forces working for continuity in Afrikaner 
political culture still outweigh those working for change ". They 
lament that " Young Afrikanerdom's preoccupation with interpersonal 
trivialities at the expense of developing a consciousness of the 
issues pertaining to South Africa at large was strikingly 
illustrated in the course of 1985 " ( Booysen et al, 1985, p.39 ). 
Kotze and Norval ( 1983 ) also report a difference in political 
8 
socialization between white and black subgroups. They affirm that 
the white group ( the English speaking to a less6r degree ) in 
comparison to other groups occupied the extreme poles of the 
spectrum as far as political attitudes regarding the system were 
concerned. 
1.2.2 The Development of Political Deviance 
According to Ivey ( 1986, p.B ) • The hold of ideology over 
consciousness is never complete. The contradictions inherent in 
society leave an opening for development of dissenting 
consciousness and subversive action that may be furthered toward 
critical ends • For the past decade particularly, South Africa 
has witnessed segments of it youth become increasingly assertive, 
culminating in • resistance • and mass revolt against the state on 
the largest scale since the establishment of colonial authority in 
the eighteenth century (Hall, 1986, p.l ). Ironically enough, 
since the early eighties the South African polity has embarked upon 
a policy of • reform " which Gagiano ( 1986, p.3 ) imagines is • 
accompanied by the relaxation of the rigid ideological model of 
Apartheid that defined the socio-political ideal of Afrikanerdom • 
Savage ( 1986, p.3 ) agrees unreservedly that recent significant 
changes have been made to facets of the apartheid system, but 
insists that these cosmetic changes amount to nothing else but 
" adaptive reforms " . The basic tenets of apartheid ideology 
remain immutable and intact ( Van Vuuren, 1985). Boulle ( cited in 
9 
• 
Van Vuuren, 1985 , p.51 ) concludes : n The government has sought 
to extend political rights rnore widely jeopardizing its 
structural dominance •... N. 
In such a polarized society ch~racterised by conflict on various 
levels, the dominant classes are thought to retain power, but as 
their repertoire of control is progressively challenged, and their 
legitimacy undermined, a shift from mechanisms of consent to 
strategies of coercion results ( Bundy, 1986b). According to Clarke 
et al ( 1981 ) this pinpoints a crisis in the hegemony of the 
ruling class. To understand the more complex, deeper structural 
crisis, * the real, not imagined, social arrangements in which full 
human lives may be lived " ( Foster, 1986b, p.65 ), one would need 
to understand the crisis in terms of_a dysjunction between existing 
institutions and practices of the ruling class and the changing 
circumstances of socio-political reality as experienced by its 
victims. 
According to Bundy ( 1986a ) it is hardly necessary to stretch the 
I 
sociological imagination to any extent in order to understand the 
marginalisation and alienation of the present generational 
cohort • He argues that generalized trends in demographic, 
economic, political and cultural changes have been captured in the 
form and substance of the collective experiences of youth, and 
' indelibly colour the future they envisage. 
10 
-.. 
Take politically rightless, socially subordinat~, 
economically vulnerable youths ; educate them in numbers 
beyond their parents' wildest dreams, but in grotesquely 
inadequate institutions ; ensure that their awareness is 
shaped by punitive social practices in the world beyond the 
schoolyard - and then dump them in._large numbers on the 
·--~ .... 
economic scrap- heap ( Bundy, 1986a, p.10 ). 
According to Bundy ( 1986a ) , the political lessons of 
particularly 1985 were learned in a hard and punitive school. Ivey 
( 1986) contends that domination and exploitation in more advanced 
industrial societies is exercised primarily through technocratic 
control. The South African version is n9t subtly applied through 
pseudo-legitimate technocratic rationality, but brutally through 
police and military action, bannings, restrictions, detention and 
racist legislation. In the situation of having had to contend with 
the retributive violence of the state, some of the most important · 
gains from the experiences of being involved in pavement politics 
had been at the level of consciousness. The realisation that 
society was bent upon maintaining the status quo and certainly did 
not encourage or accommodate, social and self-relexive criticism 
( Du Preez, 1979 ; Merelman, 1985 ) aroused many young people from 
a state of false consciousness. 
Through a process of actively discarding and fundamentally 
reconstructing their imposed identity frame many " young people 
have managed to resist and challenge the deleterious effects of a 
11 
pervasive racist ideology in South Africa" ( Foster, 1986a, 
p.183 ). The emergence of radicalised youth indicates that even 
though oppressive political and social structures have 
predetermined material and cognitive limits on the optimal 
development for certain sections of society, it has also engendered 
in youth the st~ength and courage to resist the yoke of qppression 
(Lazarus, 1983 ; Coles, 1987 ). According to Foster ( 1983, p.54) 
the really impor·tant psychological and social processes influencing 
change " are being played out on a slower and deeper level "· The 
intensely active and oppositional relation between a subordinate 
and dominant culture bring to the " theatre of struggle y ( Clarke 
et al , 1981 , p.63 ) a repertoire of strategies and response 
methods of coping and rejecting continued subordination ( Swartz, ---·· 1987 ) • 
Du P~ee~ ( 1979 ) considers such political deviance to be an 
alternative source of growth. In Kellian terminology, couched in 
specifically the formulations of Me coy ( 1979 ), Du Preez 
( op cit, p.346 ) asserts that : 
The postion of a dominated person is this : his shame 
is that he is not what he ought to be ••• and his 
guilt is that he is dislodged from the self he wishes to 
be •.• free, independent, and equal among others. 
To end his shame the others imposition has to be rejected and the 
system prevented from determining the discourse within which 
identity could be redefined. To end his guilt the victim has to be 
12 
what he or she is or wants to be. Staking out such a claim and 
asserting the right to self-redefinition is a complex 
transitional process. A number of theorists have argued that 
individuals are able to emerge from threatening identities through 
a process of redefining themselves in relation to the prevalent 
discourses available in the surrounding culture Turner, 1982 
Harre, 1983 ; Breakwell, 1983 . This appears to imply that 
individuals would have to engage with the various imposed 
conceptions of who they are from an understanding of exactly who 
they think themselves to be. A prerequisite for enabling this 
process appears to assume a dialectical relationship between 
personal and social identity. 
Breakwell ( 1983 ) suggests that the distinction theoretically is 
unproblematic. Social identity is ordinarily considered to be 
derived from group membership and its ascribed roles and identities 
( Babad, Birnbaum and Benne, 1983; Hitch, 1983 ). Personal identity 
refers to the self free of role or relationship determinants. 
Theoretically the existence of social and personal identity is a 
definitional trick. In reality, it is difficult to conceive of 
personal identity in isolation, except in terms of its social 
history and context. Various writers appear to suggest that the 
dichotomy between the personal and social aspects of identity are 
most evident during situations of conflict. The individual realizes 
that social roles demand a conflicting course of action to that 
which would personally be desired and pursued. When such a 
13 
mismatch arises, either aspect of identity has to be redefined. 
The South African context is considered to maximise the possibility 
of such a mismatch ( Geber et al, 1980 ; Burman, 1986 ). 
Harre's ( 1983, p.259 ) profound analysis of the psychological 
conditions necessary for self-development suggests how the psyche 
and wider socio-political environments could be related : 
There must be an apparatus of self-referential devices 
available, and there must be a conceptual system providing 
the wherewithal for identifications, predictions, and so 
on, itself dependent on the concepts available in the 
culture and the extent of individual appropriations 
therefrom . 
Baumeister ( 1986 ) contends that the information and understanding 
we have or what i.s embedded in structures directly affects the 
quality and the scope of our being. Breakwell ( 1983 ) insists 
though that attention be given to the processes whereby feedback 
from others is subjectively encoded and assimilated. Ivey ( 1986 
proposes a critical psychological framework to counter the othodox 
separation between the individual and society. La~arus ( 1988) 
elaborates upon the components of such a perspective and suggests 
two main approaches which inform the contemporary debate about the 
extent to which the individual is socially construed and the 
process through which this occurs. The symbplic_.interactionist 
position retains the dualism and opts for a focus on microscopic 
interactionism at the expense of macrostructural factors. A 
14 
dialectical approach, fundamental to the critical perspective , 
dissolves the duality and posits instead a relationship of 
transformation . The individual is not only constituted through the 
social domain but actively engages with and challenges restraining 
factors (Henriques, Hallway, Urwin, Venn and Walkerdine, 1984 ). 
Turner ( 1982 ) provides a useful cognitive conceptualisation of 
both social and personal identity when viewed as subsystems of the 
self-concept. He distinguishes between the self-concept as a 
set of psychological processes ( personal identity ) and as a 
~ognitive structure ( social ldentity ). He appears to use the term 
self-concept in a similar manner to which this thesis understands 
the wider concept of identity. " The self-concept is a 
hypothetical cognitive structure which mediates under appropriate 
circumstances between the social environment and social 
behaviour Once functioning , social identity monitors and 
construes social stimuli and provides a basis for regulating 
behaviour. Its cognitive output seems to be uniquely implicated in 
intra- and intergroup behaviour " ( Turner ,1982, p.21 ) • 
15 
1.3 THE THEORETICAL FOCUS OF THIS STUDY 
To understand the more complex and deeper structural social 
arrangements in which full human lives may be lived is 
unquestionably a challenging ta~k. Psychology as a scientific 
endeavour has not only been " reluctant" ( Foster, 1982 ) to 
acco~modate such complexity, but has been 'guilty of analytic -
reductionism. This bias assumes that complex human experiences are 
better studied in their elemental units and consequently produces a 
psychological reality which is decontextualized, reified and 
trivialized ( Bulhan ,1985 ). 
The theoretical aim of this study will be to seek for a critical 
perspective capable of articulating the complexities of identity 
redefinition within a hostile and discordant environment. The 
present hegemonic structure has undoubtedly provided " an 
ideological tool giving almost absolute prominence to the 
perspective of some powerful identity groups in society " according 
to Zavalltini ( 1972, p.74 ). She argues further that it legitimizes 
their power since their conceptions of social reality are used as 
the benchmark against which the less powerful groups are compared. 
" Power thus affects consciousness itself and has repercussions on 
the inner core of identities" ( Zavalloni, op cit , p.74 ). 
16 
I 
The attempt to understand the psychosocial effects of Apartheid on 
oppressed youth and the process through which this happens is 
primarily informed by a cognitive emancipatory discourse . Such a 
discourse assumes that the " self-formative capacity " of both 
individuals and groups had been " radically truncated by the 
constraints of ideological forms of consciousness " ( Ivey, 1986, 
p.7 ). An attempt is made to facilitate the critical understanding 
·· of how the system of Apartheid had adversely impacted upon 
optimal development , and to explore more critically the extent to 
which oppressed youth have allowed the present hegemony to 
influence their development. 
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1.4 DELIMITATION OF CONCEPTS 
1.4.1 Oppressed 
Definitively, the term oppressed is used partially in the sense 
that the notions of minority and marginality have been 
conceptualized in the literature. These concepts have been used to 
describe the relative positions of groups in the political power 
structures of a society. Various writers insist that these notions 
consist of a series of myths used to describe groups of people 
consciously excluded from society's resources. The dominant group, 
within this discourse, is perceived to be more powerful and q 
influential and not victimized or directly threatened by other 
groups ( Zavalloni, 1972 ; Babad et al , 1983 ; Brittan et al, 
1984 ; Ccles, 1986 ). 
There are, however, profound consequences in terms of social 
arrangements when a cognitive shift occurs within such a minority 
group. Moving from a deprived 1 victimized minority perspective to 
a conscious I discriminated against persective has radical 
implications for the legitimacy of the present hegemony ( Clarke et 
a1, 1981 ; Bundy, 1986a; Foster, 1986 ). Oppression is defined 
objectively within these terms as being the impositiOn of identity 
from those in a position of power ( Du Preez, 1979 ; 1980 
Breakwell, 1983 ). The more important focus for this thesis is the 
subjective component, more specificallly the ideological content of 
the group. This is captured rather appropriately in Keniston's 
( 1971, p. 174) psychological definitio~ of alienation as " the 
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explicit rejection of what are seen as the dominant values of the 
surrounding society ". He further suggests that alienation is the 
response of a growing individual to an " experienced failure of his 
search for people, ideals, groups and institutions that genuine.ly 
merit his co~mitment" (Keniston, 1971, p. 173 ). 
1. 4. 2 Identity 
Various writers have referred to identity as being the complex of 
those aspe~ts whereby the individual and others identify the 
person. They also emphasize the difficulty in maintaining a 
consistent definition in the face of continual disconfirmation 
( Laing, 1961 ; Bannister and Mair, 1968 ; Du Preez, 1980 ; 
Breakwell, 1983 ). The distinction made by Turner ( 1982 between 
the self-concept as a cognitive structure and the transient self-
images produced as a result of its dialectical interaction with 
the social world is of note here : 
••• the self-concept is a relatively enduring, 
multifaceted system which is carried about in the 
head from situation to situation. It has the overall 
coherence and organization which produces a sense of 
unity and consistency and yet structurally and functionally 
its parts are highly differentiated (.Turner, 1982, p.l9 ). 
For the purposes of the thesis , identity is conceptualized as 
being an evolutionary process informed by the individuals 
dimensions of consciousness and the extent to which appropriations 
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are derived from conceptions available in the various social 
systems. In Kellian terminology ( Kelly, 1955 ), we employ our 
personal constructs - our self-knowledge and cognitive 
representations of reality - as the core unity from which we 
attempt to further construe.the world and to understand who we 
are, as individuals and groups, in relation to others who share our 
world. The most superordinate or core constructs, serve to govern 
our maintenance processes and forms the base from which the 
construing individual comes to posit an identity ( Harre, 1983 
Palmonari et al, 1984 ). The individual is portrayed as being 
" refreshingly free » ( Tyler, 1981 , p.31 ) in creating ways of 
interpreting the world and continually experiments with these 
structures, revising and adapting them ( Landfield, 1976 ; Beail, 
1985 ). 
1.4.3 Redefinition 
At the juncture of entering adult life it is claimed that young . 
people often express what adults have become insensitive to -
anxiety about the nature of the society they have to identify with 
( Meyerson, 1975 ; Wilson and Ramphele, 1987 ) Oppressed youth , 
particularly , appear to be involved in a comprehensive and 
fundamental redefinition of their imposed identity frame 
( Du Preez, 1979 ; Baumeister, 1986 ). According to Epting and 
Amerikaner ( 1980 ) young people characteristically .involve 
themselves in discarding constricting personal and social 
impositions that have outlived their anticipatory usefulness. It is 
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only through renegotiating the outer growing edges that people are 
able to reconstruct reality (Levett, 1989 ). As had been 
expressed in the previous section, the ability to creatively 
anticipate events depends upon the personal dimensions of awareness 
or consciousness, which are deeply embedded in the subjective 
I 
culture of which the individual forms a part ( Harre, 1978 ; 1983 
Landfield and Leitner, 1980 ; Epting and Amerikaner, 1980 : 
Foster, 1983 ). 
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CHAPTER TWO 
THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES OF IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION 
2.1 The Intrapsychic Model 
It is generally accepted that the psychoanalytical tradition has, 
through its careful and precise examination of intrapsychic 
processes , demonstrated the powerful influence of society within 
and over the individual. It has aimed to theorize how social 
processes interpenetrate the workings of the psyche ( Henriques et 
al , 1984 Ivey, 1986 ). Fer the purposes of this study, 
Erikson's 1963 ; 1968 ) psychosocial model of identity formation 
during late adolescence provides the most appropriate account. 
2.1.1 Erikson's Psychosocial Model 
Various writers agree that for a considerable period 
Erikson ( 1963 ; 1968 ) towered above all other theorists in the 
area of identity development. His construct of identity had 
become the primary tool for understanding the unfolding sequence 
of development from adolescence to adulthood ( Bourne, 1978a ; 
Coleman, 1980 ; Bernard, 1981 ; Waterman, 1982 ; Baumeister, 1986i 
Muuss, 1988 ). Although Erikson's background was primarily 
rooted in psycho-analytic ego psychology, his formulation of the 
construct of ego-identity extends beyond the boundaries of that 
traditional framework. 
Following Bourne ( 1978a ) and Muuss ( 1988 ) there are especially 
three additional perspectives whi'ch are the distinguishing 
features of his formulation of ego-identity. Firstly the concept 
of psychosocial reciprocity describes how the individual engages 
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in a relationship with the social environment. Reminiscent of 
earlier formulations o£ the ~looking glass" self, Erikson 
suggests that young people experiment with the various role 
opportunities afforded by the cultur~l milieu and investigate 
which images are compatible with their self-definition. In this 
regard, Muuss ( 1988, p.69 ) asserts that "the struggle for 
identity must be acquired through sustained individual effort" 
and is decidedly not a maturational or inttapsychic phenomenon. 
The sense of personal worth which the individual experiences is 
mediated and reinforced by the certainty of recognition from 
people deemed to be influential and powerful. The dynamic 
efficacy of ego-identity, in this respect, is to be distinguished 1 
from the more general testing functions of the ego. The former is 
thought to be more directly related to the changing circumstances 
of social reality. 
Secondly, at the interface of the individual and society, a 
subjective or experiential c6hesiveness provides a sense of unity 
and continuity from which confident actions and decisions could be 
taken. Identity is accorded a structural role in the personality. 
The creative synthesis of earlier crises which had been 
successfully resolved facilitates identity achievement. From this 
relatively stable frame of reference the young person is able to 
confidently proceed into the adult world. The opposite extreme of 
identity diffusion, characterised by a distortion of time 
perception, lack of initiative and undirected activity towards 
future goals, implies an intrapsychic structural deficit. 
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Self-doubt, role inhibition and a sense of futility may then 
contribute to an experience of alienation and identity confusion. 
It becomes increasingly clearer that ego - identity is not simply a 
composite of intrapsychic self - representations, but the 
understanding of oneself in a socially acknowledged way. 
This emphasis upon the social construction of self-definition is 
what sets the concept of ego-identity apart from most other 
formulations of the self or identity. The existential 
interpretation of ego-identity explains how the individual 
establishes its place in the world and satisfies the need for a 
meaningful world. One way of examining the extent to which a 
meaningful world has been created would be to investigate how 
committed the individual is to the course of action chosen. Bourne 
( 1978a ) suggests that we could estimate the degree of identity 
achieved by enquiring about the basic life commitments which are 
valued highly. Unfortunately Erikson preferred not to devote 
himself to explicitly operationalizing the concept of ego -
identity. It has been left to others to translate his ideas into a 
form which lends itself to empirical verification. James Marcia 
( 1966 ; 1976 ; 1980 ) is undoubtedly the most notable in this 
group ( Coleman, 1908 Muuss, 1980; Bernard, 1981 ). 
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2.1.2 Marcia's Identitv Status Paradigm 
The identity status paradigm developed by Marcia ( 1966 ) has 
dominated empirical research on ego-identity and scarcely any 
studies after 1970 have adopted another approach Bourne, 1978a 
Bernard 1981 ). Marcia and his collaborators have attempted to 
operationalize the construct of identity by expanding and 
elaborating upon Erikson's theoretical construct of identity versus 
identity confusion. They describe four modes of response to the 
complex intrapsychic and social demands surrounding identity 
formation ( Bernard, 1981 ; Baumeister, 1986). 
On the basis of a semi-structured interview assessment technique 
the individual is assigned to one of four identity statuses. 
These categorisations revolve around the criteria of crisis and 
commitment. "Crisis" is characterised by the serious contemplation 
of alternatives, experimenting with alternative roles and 
occupations and eventually selecting beliefs and guiding values. 
"Commitment" refers to the relatively firm, unwavering choices and 
commitments which the individual is prepared to be bound to. This 
serves to complete the process of self-definition and provides a 
place in the community since the search for identity had been 
forged within the context of the social world the individual is to 
become a member of. 
Reference is also made to the degree of personal investment which 
the individual attaches to the choices made. The four statuses 
provide the conceptual structure of Marcia's taxonomy and are 
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further defined in the following way. Identity achievement 
indicates a past crisis and relatively firm personal co~mitments. 
The moratorium status reflects an acute current state of crisis 
and exploration of alternatives. The foreclosed phase indicates 
superimposed commitment based upon the values, standards and 
wishes of parental and other authority figures, without preceding 
crisis or questioning. During the diffusion phase no firm 
commitments are evident and the individual is not actively trying 
to form them. There may never have been a crisis or the person 
may have had a period of doubt and questioning but had been 
unable to resolve it. 
Although Marcia and his collaborators initially focussed on an 
overall identity status, they have increasingly come to recognise 
that the four statuses may be viewed as different degrees along a 
continuum ending in identity formation ( Bourne, 1978a ; Bernard, 
1981). Matteson ( cited in Coleman, 1980 ) further raises a number 
of methodological queries. He belives that the four categories 
are conceptually different. Moratorium refers to a process, 
whereas the qther three statuses represent outcomes of a process. 
In addition, the assumption that a single, definable phenomenon 
constitutes an identity crisis, is also challenged ( Coleman, op 
cit ; Baumeister, 1986 ). There is considerable evidence to 
suggest that adolescents experience a series of crises of varying 
intensity. Different facets of their lives may also be 
characterised by strikingly different levels of stability or 
disharmony at any one particular time. Muuss ( 1988 ) argues 
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further that only the moratorium stage.appears to be an essential 
prerequisite for the achievement of identity. 
According to Marcia ( 1976 ) his identity status interview does not 
purport to encompass Erikson's conception of identity, but 
operationalizes only two facets of it. In agreement Bourne 
( 1978a ) remarks that though numerous other aspects of 
commitment may be involved in the process of identity formation, 
occupational and ideological are assumed to be the salient 
concerns for Marcia. Marcia ( op cit ) admits that although his 
intention of dealing explicitly ~ith the psychological criteria for 
determining the degree of ego-identity has its merits, it appears 
to reveal only surface manifestations. The inherent limitation of 
a structural, typological approach , nevertheless, strikes an 
optimal compromise between Erikson's clinical, idiographic form of 
inquiry and that prescribed by nomothetic, empirical science. 
The categorization of the profound and broad construct of 
identity into subtypes has generated a proliferation of studies 
which have sought to investigate the differences between the four 
statuses. The aim of the majority of these studies has been to 
establish cognitive, personality and behavioural correlates of 
"identity achievement", or of certain cross-sectional pathways 
along the road to an integrated identity ( Bourne, 1978a ; 1978b; 
Bernard, 1981 ; Waterman, 1982 ; Baumeister, 1986 ). 
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Bernard ( 1981 ) contends that there appears to be substantial 
evidence which indicates that the successful resolution of the 
identity crisis is positively correlated to overall psychological 
adjustment. Identity achievers performed significantly better on 
cognitive tasks, when measured against the other statuses and 
generally reflected "healthier" relationships with adults and 
authority figures, to mention two examples. Bernard ( 1981 ) is 
convinced that we need seriously to consider what constitutes a 
milieu which encourages progressing toward the formation of an 
identity, and actively intervene to facilitate the process. 
2.1.2.1 Refined Categorizations of the Moratorium Phase 
The dissatisfaction with and critique levelled at Marcia's ( 1966 
taxonomy led to further refinements of the moratorium process and 
attempts to clarify the extreme position of identity crisis. 
Concepts such as identity confusion, identity deficit and 
identity conflict have been introduced to explain the different 
circumstances individuals may encounter and the accompanying 
processes involved in the reconstruction of identity. 
Reference is made in this section to the work of Baumeister 
( 1986 ) who further examines the subjective implications of 
identity crises. In conclusion Coleman ( 1980 ) offers some 
considerations for resolving the identity issue. 
Baumeister ( 1986 ) proposes basically two distinct kinds of 
identity crisis. He extrapolates from the definitions of 
"legitimation crisis" and "motivation crisis", two definitions 
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which had been applied to the crises of countries and other 
large social systems. In directing his attention to individuals, 
Baumeister ( op cit diagnoses the identity deficit and the 
identity conflict. The identity deficit refers to the inadequately 
defined person lacking in values and commitment to goals. Here the 
problem is not having enough identity. The other extreme of having 
too much identity results in the identity conflict. 
Related to the notion of legitimation crisis, the identity 
conflict refers to the multiply defined self whose definitions 
are incompatible. The key for distinguishing between the 
conflict and the deficit is to determine whether or not there are 
commitments. 
A meaningful aspect of Baumeister's ( 1986 ) work for the 
purposes of this thesis is his analysis of the subjective 
experience of identity crises. He reports recurrent themes 
mentioned by those who have studied identity deficits. Themes such 
as "vascillating corrmitments and confusion about values .•. 
preoccupation with great, seemingly unresolvable questions 
anxiety •.• self-consciousness, including rumination about the 
meanings and implications of one's actions, leading to an 
oyerexamined life ... " ( Baumeister, 1986, p. 213) , appear to 
provide support for Bulhan's (1985) earlier observation. Bulhan 
( op cit ) has agued that the particular circumstances of 
Apartheid reality violates personal and collective identity and 
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is responsible for the psychological i~trusion into private lives. 
Coleman ( 1980 ) offers some considerations for resolving the 
identity issue and defeating identity diffusion. He discusses the 
four major components of identity diffusion, drawing from the work 
of Erikson ( 1969 ). Firstly, intimacy is regarded as fearing 
commitment or involvement in close interpersonal relationships. 
This fear could lead to stereotyped, formalized relationships or 
isolation. Secondly, the occurrence of a diffusion of time 
perspective may be a problem. The young person may find it 
difficult to plan the future, or retain any sense of time. This 
problem is thought to be associated with concerns about changing 
and anxieties about becoming an adult. Thirdly, diffusion of 
industry, makes it difficult for the young person to harness 
resources in a realistic way, or to apply themselves meaningfully. 
Finally, in selecting a negative identity or alter identity, 
the young person diametrically opposes that preferred by 
adults or other important authorities. Apter ( 1983 ) presents a 
case for considering negativism to be vitally important for healthy 
psychological development and maturity. His central argument is 
that the development of a sense of identity , " and its maintenance 
in the face of threat, is fundamentally dependent on the capacity 
to feel , think and act in a negativistic way " ( Apter, op 
cit, p. 75 ). Particularly if the external source is understood 
and experienced to be limiting one's freedom, one is compelled to 
regain this freedom. Opposition and contrast are considered to be 
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essential for meaning and serves to inform one's sense of 
distinctiveness. These four elements are thought to constitute the 
main features of identity diffusion and may be experienced 
separately or in various co~binations by each individual. 
2.2 Critique of The Psychanalytic Tradition 
In an attempt to relate the theoretical position of theorists 
working within this tradition to the South African situation, one 
would seriously need to consider the underlying and implicit 
assumptions of this research tradition. There is hardly any doubt 
that they would all subscribe to the •acquisition of identity in 
terms of an individuation of a wide and complex representation of 
the social and the physical world" ( Palmonari et al, 1984, p.ll4). 
There exists, however, a definite bias in favour of facilitating 
identity achievement since this correlates highly with general 
psychological well-being. Henriques et al 1984 ) further 
challenge the liberal ethic upon which these theories are based. 
They argue that this social psychoanalytic account assumes a 
conformity between the individual and the values and regulatory 
systems of society. Conformity and submissiveness are deemed 
necessary for both the maintenance of the social order and 
harmonious existence. 
It is further argued in this thesis that their expositions are 
uncritically based on the normative assumption that there exists a 
relatively stable and consensually validated wider society into 
which the late adolescent will become assimilated and integrated. 
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This is hardly appropriate for a society plagued by conflict and 
repression. One would need to search for a perspective which deals 
directly with identity n as a process mediating important and 
responsible choices rather than serving as a mechanical tool for 
adapting to the existing realities of the status quo n ( Palmonari 
et al, 1984, p.l15 ). 
Although a concept such as psychosocial reciprocity begins to 
explain the social construction of identity, and attempts a 
balanced portrayal of the individual f social dichotomy 
( Baumeister ,1986 ), it is not profound enough to depict the 
conflictual nature and ideological differences within the social 
order. The different prerogatives and power bases of the various 
groups enmeshed within the South African context give rise to 
conflic~ing and opposing interests which seriously challenge this 
value-consensus assumption Du Preez, 1979; Anon, 1986 ). 
Tajfel ( 1981 ) insists that a clear distinction be made between 
theories which are individualistic and those concerned with 
socially shared patterns of individual behaviour. The former 
contains the often unstated assumption that persons live and 
behave in a homogeneous social structure. This precludes any 
cognitive and socially-shared understanding of the 
system, and could only furnish an inadequate explanation of 
conflict, change, social movements or social unrest. 
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2.3 Patterns of Identification 
It is argued that the construct of identification relocates the 
search for identity from the realm of philosophical and 
individualistic conjecture into the real world. Young people would 
depend upon their current understanding of their situation to form 
idealistic alignments with certain individuals or groups, or 
alternativey, actively seek not to be identified with certain 
individuals or groups. This would bring us closer to an 
understanding of socially-shared individual behaviour. The 
following discussion draws heavily from the work of Weinreich 
( 1979 ; 1986 ) and concludes by introducing Hitch's ( 1983 ) 
concept of the orientational other. 
Weinreich's ( 1979 ) investigation into patterns of ethnic 
identification conflicts in a;hete~ogeneo~~sample of British, 
Asian and caribean school-leavers, provides two distinct 
conceptualizations of the term identification. Idealisitic -
identification refers to the perceived similarity with the person's 
current self-image as reference point. We desire to possess as 
part of an ideal self-image attributions made to others. The 
second usage of the concept, contra-identification, refers to the 
ideal self-images in relation to reference models or groups, 
which are used as contrasting standards for comparison. 
Contra-identification explains why we dissociate ourselves from 
certain negative models. An individual's current identifications 
are usually spread across a number of significant others. A 
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dialectic te~sion exists between the individual and the realm of 
his situation from which he draws his knowledge about himself and 
others. Patterns of identification conflicts emerge when 
individuals are currently located and identified with someone or a 
group which embodies negative characteristics for them. 
By conceptualizing a person's conflict in identifications in 
relation to particular individuals and groups, Weinreich (op 
cit) claims to have refined the ambiguous n~tion of "identity 
conflict" . The latter could be used only to refer to a rather 
diffuse and vague idea of conflict associated with a person's 
self - concept. Conflict in identification with another could be 
clarified according to whom the individual identifies with, and 
avoids being connected to. This is considered to be of 
utmost importance in investigating patterns of relationships which 
exist beyond the immediate microsystem. Gurin, Miller and Gurin 
( 1980 ) suggest that identification be considered as the c~gnitiv~ 
represent~tion of a persons' relationship to others within a ____ .... -- --~---·----~ .. - ··- ·-~·- -
stratum. The term also incorporates an awareness of sharing similar 
ideas, feelings and interests with others who belong to that 
stratum. 
In a later study, Weinreich ( 1983 ) further explores patterns of 
identification between immigrant and native youths. He examines 
adolescent self-concept development when the relationship is 
characterized by exploitation of, and discrimination against, 
minority groups. By comparing the processes of identity 
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development of immigrant youth to that of the indigenous white 
adolescents, he claims to have brought into high relief the 
dynamics of various kinds of self-concept development. The 
inter-relationships and subtle symbolic functions the groups 
fulfill for each other are thought to be explained and clarified. 
He concedes that all individuals invest a degree of effort in 
their identity development, but insists that for immigrant 
offspring, " redefinitions of self, and renegotiations of 
relationships with others, are particularly salient concerns 
in their lives" (Weinreich, 1983, p.lSO ). Even when there is a 
desire to be assimilated into the dominant culture, problems 
arise. Within a discordant and unaccomodating environment these are 
further complicated ( Coleman, 1980 ). Weinreich ( op cit ) 
presents two general postulates which attempt to explain the 
processes of redefinition of ethnic identity. In resolving 
conflicted identifications, re-evaluations of the self in 
relation to others occurs. This happens within the confines of the 
currently existing value system. The second postulate concentrates 
on the formation of new identifications. This results in the 
broadening of one's value system and in establishing a new context 
for one's self-definition • 
In explaining how adolescents from ethnic minorities form part 
of the British culture, Weinreich ( op cit, p.l83 ) further admits 
that because their developing identities emerge within a 
context of relationships, their self-concepts are drawn from a 
*complex amalgam of identification elements that cross ethnic 
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boundaries." As they begin to evolve new conceptions of 
themselves, many adolescents do become vehicles of social change. 
Through transmitting revitalized elements of their inherited 
traditions, they inevitably alter society's understanding and 
consciousness ( Gurin et al , 1980 ; Weinreich, 1983 ; Burman, 
1986 ). 
Hitch ( 1983 ) supports the idea that the realm from which people 
attempt to make their existence meaningful is a complex amalgam not 
easily contained. He distinguishes between " comparative " and 
" normative " reference groups in this regard. He defines the 
former as " a benchmark against \>lhich one judges one's own status, 
experience and performance" ( Hitch, 1983, p. 113 ). This 
conception is further refined by the qualifier" normative", which 
is thought t~be important for understanding how a person could be 
an active member of one group, but consciously list another as a 
source of reference. The origin of social identity could 
conceivably be located outside of existing group membership. 
This adds a new cognitive dimension to the social constructivist 
position. 
.36 
2.4 THE INTERGROUP MODEL 
2.4.1 Tajfel's Social Identity Theory 
The foregoing discussion on patterns of identification has 
attempted to introduce the processes through which the individual 
strives to create a social identity. Cairns ( 1982 ) refers to one 
of the considerations inherent in Tajfel's ( 1981 ; 1982 ) approach 
in this regard. He postulates that one of the major tasks for the 
individual is to find, creat~_and ~fine a niche in the currently 
accessible existing networks The aspiration to develop a social 
identity is based upon the knowledge of belonging to certain groups 
and not to others. Turner ( 1982 ) argues that a social group can 
be usefully conceptualized as a number of individuals who have 
i~gd the same social category membership as a component of 
their self-concept. Brown ( 1988 ) argues for a refinement of 
. ' 
this definition as the notion of social identity merely as 
cognitive self-definition or the sense of group membership is 
thought of as being too narrow. In his analysis group membership 
~ot only contributes to the seli~~ept and self-esteem as 
postulated in Social Identity Theory ) but also provides a variety 
of soc.ia:l-J:Eter~r~tations of _ideo~Egies fqr the individual. The 
kind of intergroup a~titudes and beha~iour displayed to any 
outgroup will d~pend primarily on wpich.of __ these meanings 
pre~minates in the individual or group ( Breakwell, 1983 ; 
Levett, 1989 ). 
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There is every recognition that the concept of identity is an 
extremely complex one, hardly likely to be resolved by any single 
discipline in the social sciences. Although it injudiciously blends 
reality and unreality ( Baumeister, 1986 ), it is still deemed to 
as indispensable as it is problematic ( Norris and Makhlouf -
Norris, 1977; Cairns, 1982 ). The Tajfelian approach has tried to 
deal with some of the difficulties associated with the concept of 
identity by emphasizing the dynamic aspects of the theory : 
••. no social group in a complex society lives in 
isolation from others, and therefore the processes 
underlying the ways in which it compares itself with 
other groups are crucial to the manner in which it is 
defined by its members. These "comparative" notions 
that the individuals construct of the group or groups 
to which they belo"ng contribute in turn to some 
important aspects of their definition of themselves, 
of their social identity ( Tajfel, 1981, p. 165 ) 
Cairns ( 1982 ) observes that the object of conceptualising 
social identity , not as an uncritical acceptance of existing 
realities, but as an intervening causal mechanism in social 
situations, highlights the complex dialectical relationship between 
social identity and the settings in which it occurs. The shifting 
salience of categories of social identity for individuals may vary 
from time to time within the same context. Foster ( 1983 ) suggests 
that an underlying premise of Tajfel's theory construes individual 
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actions along a continuum which ranges from p~rely interpersonal at 
the one end, to actions influenced by solely intergroup motivations 
at the other end. He argues further that these extreme polar 
positions may be more hypothetical than real and should be 
appropriately contextualized in terms of the social structures 
which embody them. Although the activating mechanisms and 
conditions conducive to eliciting social identity salience are not 
yet fully understood (Turner, 1982 ; Breakwell, 1983 ).Foster 
( op cit ) proposes that the extent to which social barriers or 
boundaries display permeability be seriously considered. w In 
rigidly stratified social structures, " he argues, # mobility is 
restricted and identity through group membership rather than 
individual actions becomes highly salient " ( Foster, 1983~ 
p.47 ) • 
Cairns ( 1982 ) presents two prerequisites for such social 
categorisation to assume salience , and describes some of the 
elements contained in rigid stratification : 
(a) social division al,ong two clearly distinct 
and exclusive categories 
(b) serious difficulty I impossibility of passing 
from one group to another 
Given these circumstances Tajfel hypothesized that behaviour will 
be determined not in terms of self but rather in terms of group. 
This brings into play the processes of social comparison and social 
psychological differentiation. It is claimed that the Sout-h 
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African setting has provided innumerable criteria which extends 
beyond any minimal group requirements ( Sharp, 1980 ; Savage, 
' 
1986 ). The ensuing discussion of these two processes will attempt 
to highlight their relevance for the purposes of this thesis. 
2.4.1.1 Social differentiation 
Brown's ( 1988 ) analysis of social categorization and 
identification as an explanation for intergroup relations provides 
a useful starting point. He mentions the need to clarify how 
individuals mentally order their social world. The manner in which 
we differentiate between people and the consequences of such social 
classification have important implications. Not only is the 
cognitive function of simplifying and understanding the world 
achieved, but we are also able to categorize ourselves through this 
process. The presumption that groups will strive towards a positive 
self-image suggests a bias in group evaluations to seek out ways 
i~ which the ingroup can be favourably distinguished from the 
outgroups. Tajfel ( 1981 ) explains the function of such 
stereotyping and other cognitive biases as justifying ingroup 
actions and ideas. The findings of H~ward and Rothbart ( cited in 
Brown , 1988 ) suggest that stereotypes are also able to generate 
in people's minds certain cognitive sets and expectations about 
ingroup and outgroup characteristics. 
Especially pertinent for an adequate understanding of the South 
African situation is Aboud's ( 1988 ) observation that heterogeneity 
or • ethnic mix • is psychologically represented as social 
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categorization. People will be inclined to resort to ethnic terms 
to identify themselves if and when the association leads to self -
enhancement. Under such circumstances ingroup bias is facilitated 
at the expense of the outgroup. If group identification does not 
lead to self - enhancement because of the low status of the group 
other strategies emerge. Individuals may leave the group 
symbolically ( see Hitch's ( 1983 ) orientational other in this 
regard ) or pursue upward social mobility even within certain 
confines. Such social mobilitv provides an exit from the group 
or the movement of individuals, families, and groups from one 
social position to another. In this connection Tajfel ( 1981, 
p. 259 ) asserts that " Some or most individuals from \ 
underpriviledged groups support implicitly or explicitly 
certain processes of "objective " social change which , they hope, 
will lead finally to structures of genuine social mobility " 
Under conditions of severe repression, where mobility or exit 
from unfavourable groups is impossible, the structural and 
psychological " inferiority " of the group may lead to genuine 
social creativity • This may involve a search for new 
constructive dimensions of social comparison . Cairns 1982 ) and 
Brown ( 1988 presents certain criteria thought to be 
characteristic of the dynamic interaction between minority and 
majority groups. These include disidentification with the group and 
opting for individualistic strategies instead ;. restricting 
comparisons. or being selective about the choice of a reference 
I' 
group ; side-stepping main dimensions of comparison or confronting 
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directly by agitating for social and economic change. 
Capozza, Bonaldo and Di Maggio ( 1982 ) report that certain 
strategies Southern Italians resorted to for the affirmation of 
positive identity included the following 
(a) " inferior " group members trying to assimilate the 
positively valued traits of the other identity. The 
linguistic standards for immigrant populations. are acquired 
in the span of one generation! for example. 
(b) if such assimilation is blocked, a strategy of transforming 
the value of the traits which defines their identity from 
negative to positive results. This is claimed to explain the 
re-evaluation of negritude on behalf of American negroes, and 
possibly accounts for the emergence of Black Consciousness in 
this country ( Lazarus, 1983 ) • 
(c) the expression of social creativity enables the oppressed 
group to establish new dimensions of comparison, which place 
it in a pre - eminent position which assures a satisfactory 
identity. 
One of the problems encountered by oppressed groups engaging in 
this kind of activity is gaining legitimization of their efforts. 
Another more complicated process is possible when there is a close 
correspondence between the political order and the "social change" 
system of beliefs. The correspondence could conceivably be in 
support or in opposition of the existing order. Tajfel ( 1981 , p. 
248 ), offers a fitting example 
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.•. the socio-economic and other crucial objective 
differences of status and mode of life between blacks 
and whites in South Africa are beyond dispute, and they 
can easily fit in with the • social change n structure 
of beliefs as soon as these differences begin to lose 
their perceived legitimacy and stability. 
Tajfel ( 1981) proposes a second continuum between social mobility 
on the one hand and social change on the other, in addition to the 
interpersonal-intergroup dimensions. He distinguishes between 
conditions which facilitate the development of a n social change n 
structure of beliefs : 
(a) reflection in these beliefs that the existing rigid syste~ of 
social stratification is breaking down, and the 
(b) creation of a u social change n system of beliefs in social 
conditions which do not necessarily prevent individual 
movement across groups • 
We are reminded of the earlier observations of Bundy ( 1986a) and 
Foster ( 1986) in chapter one. Brown ( 1988 ) argues that reactions 
to insecure status relationships by low-status groups and the 
effects of such inequalities on social identity processes are still 
imperfectly undertood. They are, however, thought to fit in well 
with some of the consequences of relative deprivation theory 
( Kaase and Marsh, 1979 ; Tajfel, 1981; Brown, op cit). 
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2.4.1.2 Social Comparison 
It is claimed that large group processes and wide - scale social 
change are not mere theoretical or sociological abstractions but 
have very real and very concrete social implications ( Tajfel, 
1981 ; Baumeister, 1986 ; Brown, 1988 ). The probability of social 
comparison follows logically as a consequence of social 
differentiation, and forms one of the crucial links in 
demonstrating the relatedness of intra-intergroup behaviour. The 
growing recognition of the significance of intergroup comparisons 
in shaping people's behavior are thought to be best explained by 
the perceived causes of relative deprivation and the maintenance of 
a positive social identity (Brown, 1988 ). The following 
discussion draws heavily from the ideas of Brown ( 1988 ) and Kaase 
et al ( 1979 ) for an appropriate contextualization of the concept 
of relative deprivation. 
Reiterating some of the previous considerations of Tajfel ( 1981 ) 
and Foster ( 1983 ) , Brown ( op cit ) states that within stable, 
justifiable status relationships, subgroups show little sign of 
discarding their "inferiority "· When, however, hierarchical 
relationships, based on illegitimate assumptions , are perceived to 
be undergoing change, subordinate groups assert themselves by 
displaying ingroup favouritism and an explicit rejection of the 
dominant group's • superiority ". Perceptions of illegitimacy and 
instability are not only associated with enhanceg ingroup bias but 
also explain the reversal of the usual trend for subordinate groups 
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to show differential favouritism towards outgroups ( Zavalloni, 
1972 
Goot 
Vander Goot, 1981 ; Aboud, 1988 ) . According to Vander 
1981, p. 261 ) : 
There are times when large numbers of persqns 
in a. society simultaneously reconstrue some domain of 
experience .•• Familiar rhetoric and shared vocabulary 
support these patterns of change. 
The reconstruction to which Vander Goot ( op cit } refers is 
enabled through the process of social comparisons since it provides 
the means by which people assess the standing and level of progress 
of groups ·within society. Cairns ( 1982 ) argues that social 
categories are first and foremost a division of people by people. 
We would need to examine the relative bases and shared rhetoric 
applicable to the various groups within a particular context 
( Sharp, 1980 ). Such comparative processes are considered 
to be the undelying causes of perceptions of relative deprivation. 
Kaase et al ( 1979 ) agree but insist that certain motivational and 
cognitive conditions are, however, necessary for citizens to 
orient themselves in the n political " world, with specific 
ideological commitments. At this phase the shifts in cognitive 
representation have alredy occurred and a sense of cohesiveness and 
purpose should be evident. 
Their analysis of the concept of relative deprivation is derived 
from the work on reference group theory. Reiterating earlier 
definitions of Gramsci ( cited in Clarke et al, 1981 ), Foster 
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{ 198Gb ) and Sharp ( 1980 ), relative deprivation could be defined 
as the discrepancy between present social aspirations and 
expectations, and the actual reality of how, and to what extent, 
these could be achieved. This provides a powerful heuristic for 
understanding the etiology of the shift in social representations. 
The criteria for the facilitation of the process of political 
mobilization in South Africa have long been met. These are 
considered to be: 
(a) the actual perception of deprivation 
(b) which should have high salience for the individual 
and the group , and the 
(c) evaluation of deprivation as illegitimate 
(d) feelings of anger, frustration, resentment 
over it, and the 
(e) actual demand for the removal of deprivation. 
The writers further present two additional features which are 
thought to be crucial for the process of politicization. Firstly, 
the authorities must be held accountable for the condition of felt 
deprivation. The collective deprivations have to be politicized 
and fed into the political process to create a common frame of 
reference. This is thought to form the direct link to the role that 
ideologies and political sophistication play in processes of 
political mobilization. Secondly, the actions of the authorities 
in the respective areas of deprivation ought to be negatively 
evaluated. These prerequisites provide the fundamental ingredients 
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for the reconstruction of the political domain of experience .. 
The revisions to the original theory of relative deprivation 
mentioned by Brown ( 1988 ), highlights the several advantages 
which relative depivation theory offers over other explanations of 
social discontent •. The first major emphasis on subjective 
experience rather than on the objective facts of· the situation , 
introduces. a crucial new variable, that of perceived illegitimacy. 
This further highlights the discrepancy between existing 
circumstances and future aspirations of what ought to be ( Du 
Preez, 1979 ; Foster, 1986b ). More importantly the concept of 
~ relative deprivation contains within it notions of social justice 
and a more equitable distribution of resources. It also refutes 
frustration-aggression theoretical assumptions and raises the 
implausibility of whole groups of people being simultaneously in a 
similar state of arousal. The basic motivation of discontent is 
decidedly not an individually experienced state of frustration, but 
a socially shared sense of injustice. 
The original focus of the frustration-aggression theory was on the 
plight of subordinate and oppressed groups. There is now the 
recognition that dominant groups can be discontented too ( Coles, 
1987 ). If understandings of deprivation are a relative matter, it 
follows that hegemonic groups will resort to action to protect its 
superior position. This has been vividly illustrated over the last 
decade ( Hall, 1985 ; Bundy, 1986a ). The actual consequences of 
comparison, deprivation or gratification depend entirely upon 
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which reference 'group is chosen. The tendency to use " similar 
others w is irreconciable in extreme cases of unrest and rebellion. 
Then it is assumed that members of the oppressed group would then 
actually be making comparisons between themselves and a contrasting 
dominant group ( Aboud, 1988). 
From Merelman's (1985) investigation into youthful political 
activists, he observes that political participation and 
recruitment , like social mobility, moves people from one place in 
society to other. Other writers concur that peculiar 
characteristics for youthful political activists were a heightened 
sensitivity to ideological or political issues, a more critical 
analysis towards themselves and others, and unusually clear goals 
and aspirations. Political activity appeals to them because these 
individuals possess a series of abstractions which enables them to 
make sense of political conflict ( Mussen, Conger and Kagan, 1974). 
Other young people were hypothesized to lack the type of 
ideological framework that situates conflicts in a wider political 
context. The latter find political conflict too cognitively 
demanding, and are wincapable of perceiving politics in terms of 
overarching values that connect separate issues to each other n 
( Merelman, 1985, p.55). 
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2.5 Critique of The Intergroup Model 
Various writers agree that the TajfP.lian approach has several 
advantages over existing psychological theories for providing a 
mora adequate explanation of intergroup dynamics and the processes 
involved in maintaining a positive social identity ( Cairns, 1982 ; 
Jaspars and Warnaen, 1982 ; Capozza et al , 1982 ; Foster, 1983 ). 
Through its ability to address large scale social processes it 
escapes from the shortcoming of reducing intergroup relationships 
to attitudes held by individuals. 
There are , however , certain deficiencies • Foster ( op cit ) 
contends that Tajfel's theory is devoid of any conceptualization of 
power as an issue affecting the dynamic relations between groups. 
Power is reduced to the rather harmless notion of " status "· The 
inclusion of arguments put forth by Kaase et al ( 1979 ) in the 
preceding discussion has attempted to redress that imbalance. 
Miller, Gurin, Gurin and Malanchuk ( 1981 ) elaborate upon an 
underlying assumption that the salience of social identity 
automatically implies a changed awareness of the groups position 
in society. They argue that a clear demarcation needs to be made 
between identification with a group and politicized group 
consciousness. The former refers to the accepted understanding of 
perceived self-location within a particular stratum, accompanied 
by the psychological sense of belonging . Group consciousness , in 
their analysis, involves both identification with a group w an~ a 
political awareness or ideology regarding the group's relative 
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position in society along with a coromitment to collective action 
aimed at realizing the group's interests " ( Miller et al ,op cit , 
p.495 ). 
The transformation from group identification to group consciousness 
had generally been defined in Marxist terms in the literature. 
Relations between the groups are perceived to be antagonistic and 
social barriers illegitimate. Collective actions in the form of 
unconventional politics are then utilized to pressure for social 
change. The authors argue further, that as a concept, group 
consciousness provides an explanation of the process whereby 
ordinary membership, which is relatively stable , becomes linked to 
the dynamic elements of political participation. Group 
consciousness as a cluster of political beliefs and the action 
orientations which they give rise to, also suggests a more 
proactive description of both individuals and groups in response to 
their circumstances. 
Particularly two elements, power discontent and rejection of 
illegitimate structures and ideologies, are thought to be the 
central components of such a political consciousness. These 
elements have been variously labeled as sense of group 
deprivation, awareness of blocked opportunity or categorical 
treatment, structural or system blame by writers influenced by 
Marx , and are always present in discussions of ethnic , race , age 
and sex consciousness. In conclusion, they argue that the action 
orientation of consciousness could be viewed as a shift from 
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preoccupation and preference for acting solely on behalf of the 
self. Collectivist orientation assumes salience as the most viable 
means of achieving the interests and objectives of the stratum 
( Foster, 1983) • 
2.6 Concluding Remarks 
Various writers suggest that a critical perspective enables a more 
profound examination of the weaknesses inherent in both the 
psychoanalytic tradition and the socio-psychological approach of 
Tajfel: Dawes ( 1986 , p.35 ) appears to suggest that the 
conceptual tools of the discipline of psychology may be 
meaningfully employed in the services of the oppressed and need 
" not necessarily involve a newly theorised psychology ". Both 
Foster ( 1983 ) and Ivey ( 1986 ) disagree and convincingly 
demonstrate that the competing research paradigms prevalent in 
contemporary psychology are based on entirely different sets of 
epistemological and ontological assumptions, which do not claim to 
incorporate an emancipatory interest. 
According to Ivey ( op cit, p. 22 ) the task of a critical 
psychology is to expose " ideologically distorted character 
structures to a critique that not only initiates self-reflection 
but traces the personality deformation to its origin in those 
oppressive social relations •.. "• Foster ( 1983 ) concurs and 
states that the theoretical activity of unveiling occurs at a 
deeper level than surface analysis. The critique of constraining 
systems should be guided by emancipatory interests, within an 
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' 
explicitly political fr~ework. Such a contextualization is able 
to confront power relationships, as well as the relationship 
between theory and practice from a more involved engagement 
( Lazarus, 1988 ). 
Levett ( 1989 ) has argued that since human beings subjectively 
locate themselves within a variety of available discourses, 
attempting to make sense of them through conventional models of 
inquiry, is a rather confusing experience to the student. It 
appears especially important to consider that " There seems little 
doubt that other discourses than contemporary western ones are and 
will be available to today's South African children " ( Levett, op 
cit , p. 28 ). The theoretical and methodological constraints of 
·these paradigms may cause us to mystify the " central metphors " 
which n are likely to constellate quite distinctive discourses n 
(Levett, op cit, p.28 ) • 
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CHAPTER THREE 
THE MEASUREMENT OF IDENTITY 
3.1 Introduction 
The difficulty inherent in adopting a critical perspective which is 
0 
capable of art~culating the complexities of identity redefinition 
and capturing the metaphors embodied in the current discourse are 
enormous, especially within a hostile and discordant environment • 
Although the aims and philosophy of the established tradition of 
critical social theory are adhered to, critical psychology » does 
not yet exist as a substantive alternative psychological paradigm • 
( Ivey , 1986, p.4 ; Billig, Condor, Edwards, Gane, Middleton and 
Radley, 1988 ). This section therefore attempts to introduce 
two models which are claimed to be free from the constraints 
imposed by the psychoanalytic and Tajfelian approaches. 
The theoretical approach developed by Zavalloni ( 1971 ; 1972 
1973 ; 1975 ) is inforrr.ad by a study of the total dynamics of 
identity representations. She predicted a move away from,a 
monolithic view of social re:·-asentation towards a more complex and 
differentiated picture. The emergence of organized interest groups 
during the sixties and seventies particularly challenged the 
homogeneousdescription of society (Keniston, 1971 ). Depending 
on their affiliation, the individual incumbent of a role would in 
all likelihood contribute to the • conflict of contradictory 
interests rather than to the integration of a social system • 
( Zavalloni, 1972 , p.76 ). The intended outcome of the 
socialization process would not be the uncritical acceptance of 
the status quo, but participation in the moral argument of the 
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time and civilization ( Huuss, 1980 ). 
Her innovative research techniques and findings are further claimed 
to be useful for an understanding of some of the dyn&nics of 
objective and subjective social identity representations. 
Secondly, the Kellian model is introduced, which .offers an 
/ 
appropriate interpretive framework for examining how individuals 
adapt and change, and what informs and influences them ( Landfield, 
1976; Weinreich, 1983 ; Button, 1985 ; Beail, 1985 ). 
3.2 Zavalloni's Conflictual Perspective 
Before introducing her technique, which is claimed to make 
representational thinking relevant to social identity issues, 
Zavalloni ( 1972 ) examines Kuhn's (1969) Twenty Statements Test 
( TST ) • The latter was developed in the context of self -
concept theory and applied to answer new issues raised by identity 
theory. The TST is intended to be a measure of identity which 
elicits the person's own conception with a minimum of stimulation. 
The respondent is simply asked to generate twenty statements in 
response to the question " Who am I ? ". It is claimed that only 
what is salient will emerge for individuals. Respondents are 
I 
likely to mention first, groups and social categories with which 
they feel identified. Then more idiosyncratic responses 
representing individual characteristics are expected to appear. 
Hollis ( 1977 ) raises an interesting dilemma in responding to the 
TST. In response to the standard question, " Who am I? " he 
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suggests that his name struck him as being a necessary and 
sufficient answer. Other information should have been addressed 
to the question, "What am I? "· He comp+ains that accidents have 
been confirmed with essence, and moral identity confounded with 
social relations. 
Although conceived to be a promising technique for the study of 
identity, Za.valloni ( op cit) raises the limitations it embodies 
for answering crucial questions in identity research. Kuhn's 
work is based upon the theoretical assumptions that the groups that 
the individuals identify with are significant to themselves. 
The extent to which group membership is experienced positively 
or negatively ( Weinreich, 1983 ) or whether life chances are 
facilitated or curtailed, is never captured. She advocates that by 
examining the representational content or cognitions associated 
with the meaning of group membership we could possibly begin to 
"uncover the interaction of the social· ( group representation ) and 
the individual (self representation)" ( zavalloni, 1972, p.79 ). 
Various writers lament that only a limited portion of the 
content of group representations has been researched, 
particularly that which refers to the category of stereotypes, or 
basically the in- and out-groups ( Zavalloni, 1972 ; Louw -
Potgieter, 1987 :Aboud, 1988). Participants have usually been 
expected to respond to a limited prearranged list of attributes 
in order to determine the favourability or unfavourability of such 
stereotypes, and not its free representational content. 
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In a later paper, Zavalloni ( 1973 ) examines the dynamics between 
subjective culture, the self-concept and the social environment. 
The subjective culture is defined, as had been the macrosystem in 
chapter one; as being a cultural groups characteristic way of 
perceiving its environment, the self-concept being one of the key 
elements epistemologically rooted within the subjective culture. 
Given that individuals are located objectively in ascribed identity 
clusters, the study of social identity, according to Zavalloni 
( 1973, p.183 ) should be concerned with the " subjective reaction 
to different group' memberships " 
Four dimensions of " potential psychological relevance in the 
study of social identity " are distinguished ( Zavalloni, 1973, 
p.l84 ). Firstly the cognitive content refers to representations 
elicited by various social categories. Secondly, the articulation 
between group and self-representations refers to the extent, that 
representations, elicited in using ingroups as stimuli, are also · 
directly self-attributable. Thirdly, group concept boundaries 
refers to the qualifiers WE and THEY which are thought to co -
exist as implicit parameters in the representations of given 
ingroup and outgroup memberships. It is expected that a crucial 
component of social identity will be captured in the cognitive 
boundaries of a given group and other groups. The qualifier WE is 
thought to make salient what is shared by the self and the group, 
while THEY represents what is not significant for the group, but 
symbolic for outgroups. Fourthly, the individual predisposition 
refers to the person's subjective description of the self and the 
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analysis of the images common to the self-concept and the group 
concept. 
Zavalloni's 1973 ) experimental procedure to explore the 
dimensions of social identity in a sample of 90 French and 89 
American students revealed that the variable that discriminated 
most between the themes was the political affiliation of 
students. In both the a~erican and French sample radical subjects 
tended to recode Nation as a group concept, mainly in terms of 
political categories. Liberal students resorted to recoding the 
content of We in terms of social or primary groups! It is claimed 
that the results clearly highlighted the important " role of 
political attitudes in structuring the image of self and the 
national group H ( Zavalloni, 1973, p.l90 ). Political ideology in 
the final analysis, was found to be a major variable in the 
subjective restructuring of the social environment. 
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3.3 The Kellian Model 
Various authors suggest that by examining the underlying 
asssumptions embodied within theories we c6uld quite easily 
differentiate between their conceptions of human nature. Certain 
positions depict a passive and mechanistic respondent to historical 
and environmental contingencies. Others attribute more agency and 
some control over destiny. It is argued that even the most 
elaborate Piagetian version still depends upon the assumption of 
maturing mental structures ( Shatter, 1975 ; Koch, 1981 ; 
Staats, 1981; Tyler, 1981 ). 
In the Psychology of Personal Constructs, George Kelly (1955), 
developed a theory about how people construe themselves and the world 
around them ( Beail, 1985 ). According to Button ( 1985) Kelly 
presented what is arguably the most elaborate psychological theory of 
people interpreting their experiences and seeking to anticipate the 
future. Although the individual is portrayed as being • refreshingly 
free n ( Tyler, 1981, p.31 ) in creating ways of interpreting the 
world ( constructs ) and is continually experimenting with these 
structures, revising and adapting them ( Landfield, 1976 ; Vander 
Goat, 1981 ; Beail, 1985), this does not not imply a decontextualized 
or exclusively intrapsychic understanding. 
Kelly's ( 1955 ) basic philosophical assertion, upon which his 
theoretical structure is based, essentially states that all of 
our n present interpretations of the universe are subject to 
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revision or replacement " Landfield and Leitner, 1980, p.4; 
Bannister and Mair, 1968 ). The philosophical assumption, 
constructive alternativism, implies a complimentary metaphor of 
• man " - the - scientist creatively anticipating and 
trying to comprehend his existence. Through the process of 
construction and reconstruction, the individual tries to 
w encompass both " his" inner and outer worlds, psychologically, by 
means of personal dimensions of awareness anchored by contrasts 
in meaning " ( Landfield et al, op cit, p.5 ; Epting and 
I 
Amerikaner, 1980 ). The earlier definition of Harre ( 1983 ) in 
section 1.3 had captured all .but the contrasting aspect to which 
Landfield et al ( op cit ) refers. 
Through approximating the reality of the world, individuals 
strive to function optimally ( Epstein, 1973 ; Epting and 
Amerikaner, 1980 ). Kelly's organization corollary states that 
" each person characteristically evolves, for his convenience in 
anticipating events, a construction system embracing ordinal 
relationships between constructs " (Kelly, 1955, p.56 ). The 
most superordinate of constructions are. called core constructs 
which serve to govern the individual's maintenance processes. 
The core constructs refer to those constructs by which the 
construing individual comes to posit an identity or meaning to 
his behaviour. 
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The Kellian notion of optimal functioning differs markedly from the 
notion of self-actualization or self-fulfilment. Epting and 
Amerikaner ( 1980 ) challenge these concepts as being too restrictive 
and embodying connotations of resurrecting or awakening what is 
already lying dormant in the self. They propose to shift the 
emphasis to creation and invention rather than discovery. An 
equally limiting idea is to conceive of the self as a container of 
the potential that a person posseses. Basing their position on 
Kelly's theoretical formulation, Epting et al ( op cit ) 
introduce optimal functioning as a descriptive term which may 
necessarily involve transcendence of the self becoming what one 
sees as a possibility beyond the present self. 
Only through actively pursuing these outer 
'growing edges' are people able to know what their 
potentials are (Epting and Amerikaner, 1980, p.S6 ). 
The direction that an optimally functioning person takes is not 
necessarily based on what is " really possible " as defined by 
others, nor on the restrictions set by a currently defined set of 
potentials ; rather the direction is based on what the person 
should be or what the person ought to be. 
In Kellian terminology young people characteristically appear to 
involve themselves in discarding constricting personal and social 
systems that have outlived their anticipatory usefulness. Through 
this process it becomes possible to transcend obvious limitations and 
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to discard constricting attributes that bind the person to the here 
and now, and to the past. Exploration and invention of new 
anticipatory orientations and commitments is a central theme of 
. 
what Epting et al ( op cit ) understand to be the process 
£f liberation. Bourne ( 1978b ) maintains that a prerequisite for 
identity formation would be the adolescent's capacity to attain 
meaningful freedom from earlier identifications and to 
assimilate new models and images provided by heroes, ideals and 
other sources encountered in the years prior to entering adult 
society. 
Hayden ( 1983, p.170 ) agrees that human development may best be 
characterised as • man's life-long attempt to construct 
increasingly meaningful, that is workable, representations of 
reality. • But, he stipulates that 
••• a person's construction of reality simultaneously 
sets the limits of both his freedom to create 
' his uniquely orchestrated perspective and 
his bondage to his hierarchic system (Hayden, 1983, p.170 ). 
Kelly's ( 1955 ) Modulations and Experience Corollaries are 
especially pertinent here. Although the individual is free to 
reinvent his perception of reality, he is constrained by the 
nature of his personal construct system. Our various 
representations or schemata, which have evolved out of past 
experiences, form the knowledge structures or • range of 
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convenience " from which we are able to process, interpret and 
evaluate. In this sense we are vulnerable to becoming victims 
of our own constructions Tyler~ 1981 ). We need to consider 
very seriously whether our reasoning emanates from impermeable, 
preempting construing which allows for only narrow, singular 
interpretations of people and events. Are we prepared to 
challenge the fixed and rigid nature of our systems? Reasoning 
that ensues from propositional, permeable constructions allows for 
a diversity of interpretations along a number of dimensions • 
3.3.1 Constructs relating to dimensions of transition 
It is claimed that the theoretical framework of Personal 
Construct Theory ( Kelly, op cit ) and the related formulations of 
theorists working within this paradigm, offers particularly 
meaningful propositions for understanding the process of 
identity development in circumstances where people seek to 
emerge from imposed identities. Of particular importance for 
this section are the constructs relating to transition. These 
have been discussed in detail elsewhere ( Baumeister, 1977 ; 
McCoy, 1977 ; Landfield et al, 1980 ; Button, 1985). What 
follows here is a summarized version of constructs which could be 
pelpful in understanding the predicament of present day youth. 
Bannister ( 1977 ) notes that in naming his constructs relating to 
transition, Kelly adopted a curious strategy of choosing terms 
wh~ch were common to both traditional lay and formal 
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psych6logical meanings. He then proceeded to redefine terms 
such as guilt, hostility, aggression and anxiety in construct 
theory terms. In so doing Kelly hoped to make clear the 
distinctions between his conceptualization and that normally 
used. Kelly appeared to emphasize the meaning of the situation 
for the person to whom the adjective is directed, as contrasted 
with the meaning of the situation for those who are confronted 
~the person to whom we apply the adjective. Kelly's 
definitions try to make us recognize that we can only understand 
the persons from within, in terms of the HwhyH from their 
perspectives. 
Anxiety is defined by Kelly as being the awareness that 
the events which confronts one lie mostly outside the range of 
convenience of one's constructs system. We can observe at least 
two types of st~ategies for dealing with our anxiety. 
By becoming aggressive we actively explore and elaborate our 
perceptual field. In Kellian terminology this involves dilation 
which occurs when the person seeks to broaden and reorganize 
the perceptual field on a more comprehensive level. By 
constricting, we withdraw and narrow our perceptual field. 
Linked to Kelly's definition of aggression is the notion of 
*commitment". The aggressive person is committed to being 
adventurous and experimental, committed to extending the 
frontiers or boundaries of their construct system. Through a 
process of loosening and tightening our construct systems we 
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construe reality. At certain stages, particularly during 
adolescence, we engage in more active elaboration ( Button, 
1985 ). 
Our anxiety may blossom into threat - the awareness of 
situations or persons causing imminent comprehensive change in 
one's core structure ( Fransella, 1983 ). In dealing with threat 
the person may resort to hostility and continually try to exhort 
validational evidence in support of a type of social prediction 
which has already been recognized as a failure. We are reminded 
that changing is a piecemeal affair and hardly ever a complete 
and thorough overhaul. 
Guilt is defined as the awareness of dislodgement of self from 
one's core role structure. Core structures are those that 
govern the person's maintenance processes. They are those 
constructs in terms of which • identity is established, the self 
is pictured and understood " Bannister, 1977, p.32 ). 
McCoy's ( 1977 } permutations of Kelly's original 
conceptualizations clarify the experience of guilt. She 
introduces self-confidence, as being the awareness of the 
goodness of fit of the self in one's core role structure. Shame 
is the realization that self has been dislodged from another's 
construing of your role. Contempt or disgust implies the 
awareness that the core of another is comprehensively different 
from one's own and does not meet the norms of social 
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expectation. 
Reminiscent of the earlier reference to the usefulness of an . 
ecolog'ical perspective, Beail ( 1985 ) reminds us that 
the individual's interpretations or constructions of reality are 
not a chaotic jumble, but organized into a complicated system. 
Various linkages and interrelationships are integrated in a 
complex hierarchical structure which contains numerous 
subsystems. The individual's system of personal constructs 
enable prediction and control of the world and provide the 
blueprint for living. Such certainties make possible a sense 
of identity ·thought to be crucial to one's psychological well -being. 
Particular conceptions of identity may be probiematic to test out 
in the real world, but they are neither irrelevant nor delusional. 
We would need to examine how identities have been construed 
(Norris et al, 1977 ). 
If \ole accept Kelly's assumption that the crucial functions of 
psychological processes are to structure and interpret reality in 
ways that enable the person to make valid predictions, we begin to 
appreciate the hermeneutic value of the constructs relating to 
transition ( Newman, 1966 ). 
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3.3.2 Repertory Grid Technique 
Repertory grid technique is the methodological component of 
Kelly's Personal construct Theory. The grid enables the 
researcher to investigate systems of constr,ucts through which 
persons experience events, categorise and use their knowledge for 
future situations. Through an exploration of construct systems we 
are able to look beyond words and study the contexts in which 
construing occurs (Kelly, 1955 ; Beail, 1985 ). Various writers are 
in agreement about the functions and limitations of the grid. 
The grid provides a map of the individual's intrapersonal space 
with respect to a particular context ( Dawes, 1979 ).This serves to 
provide information about the evolution, the constraints and the 
possibilities of the individual's con.struct system ( Fransella 
.and Bannister, 1977 ). Slater ( 1977b ) cautions that the actual 
contents of the grid are restricted, and can amount to no more 
than a single exposure of a minute pa:rt of a private universe. 
In examining the focal point of inquiry from a personal 
construct theory position, Button ( 1985 ) insists on the term 
•exploration" instead of alte~native terms such as "assessmentw. 
The latter implies.that the assessor knows in advance what 
parameters to assess. Personal Construct Theory offers an approach 
to psychological inquiry in which there are no predefined parameters. 
This reduces the inferential function of the researcher considerably. 
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It is an attempt to stand in others' 
shoes, to use their world as they see it, 
to understand their situation, their 
concerns Fransella and Bannister, 1977 ). 
This is especially meaningful since in the field of social identity 
research, the implicit, unexamined background assumptions of the 
researcher may be a source of bias. By widening the range of 
relevant data generated by the participants, the interpretive 
function of the investigator, as a source of bias, is claimed to be 
diminished ( Zavalloni, 1972 ; Reason and Rowan, 1971 ; Brenner, 
Marsh and Brenner, 1978; Mostyn, 1985 ). 
When using the grid technique, the assumption is made that the 
mathematical relationship between the constructs reflects the 
psychological relationship for that person ( Beail, 1985 ). Dawes 
( 1979 ) refers to the various forms of statistical analyses which 
have been designed to depict the association between constructs in 
the resulting matrix. Fransella and Bannister ( 1977 ) are of the 
opinion that essentially repertory grid tests measure statistical 
relationships between constructs when used as categories in a 
sorting task. Button ( 1985 ) also refers to the fact that the 
repertory grid technique derives a mathematical representation of a 
part of a person's construct system. 
Easterby-Smith ( 1981 ) highlights the seductiveness of the grid 
technique which promises accurate measurement of subtle 
perceptions, while based on a relatively simple technique. It 
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would be beyond the scope of this thesis to fully present the great 
flexibility in design and application, and the diversity of this 
very fertile instrument,- Fransella and Bannister ( 1977, p.59 
remark that the repertory grid techniq~e is only restricted by the 
" user's lack of imagination n. Irrespective of the various 
adaptations, a full repertory grid contains four components 
( Slater, 1977 ; Beail, 1985 ; Button, 1985 ). 
(i) the things construed are the elements which 
define the area of construing to be investigated 
(ii) constructs are the criteria for judging the 
elements; the grouping and differentiating 
between the elements 
(iii) a linking mechanism which shows how each 
element is assessed on each construct, and 
(iv) the grid, which is the table recording the 
results of the operation. 
Many of the forms of grids in use today are basically different 
permutations across the first three components. Since Kelly's 
original method, a wide range of elicitation procedures, scoring 
procedures and methods of analysis have evolved ( Shaw, 1981 ; Beail, 
1985 ; Button, 1985). A number of theorists are concerned that 
although the Repertory Test is a flexible and diverse methodology, 
and not a standardized test with a set procedure, an attitude of or 
slippage towards n anything goes n would seriously affect the 
rigorous scrutiny of method. The design, analysis and 
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interpretation of grids is likely to be the most meaningful if the 
researcher functions within the principles OF Personal Construct 
Theory ( Fransella and Bannister, 1977 ; Beail, 1985 ; Button, 1985). 
The problem, according to Yorke ( 1985, p. 397 ) is to decide, 
whether or not, ~ all things considered, the particular grid in 
question can be regarded as an acceptable instrument of inquiry.* 
There is general agreement that the design and elicitation of a 
grid is an exercise requiring heightened sensitivity and skill. 
Since it emerged within the clinical setting, considerable 
information aimed at clinical applications does exist. There is 
however, * a surprising shortage of advice about applications 
outside the clinical field" ( Yorke, 1985, p.9 ).In the section 
that follows, an attempt is made to convey the fundamental and 
practical criteria that should be adhered to in the construction and 
·interpretation of non-clinical grids. Administration of the 
repertory grid technique normally proceeds along the following 
stages ( Easterby-Smith, 1981; Beail, 1985; Yorke, 1985 ). 
(a) Element Elicitation 
Appropriate specific selection of elements is critical since the 
elements determine the focus of the grid. It is important that the 
context within which grid data are to be collected is clearly 
defined and representative of the area under investigation. Yorke 
( 1985, p. 386 ) indicates that by specifying grid contexts very 
precisely, the focus of construing is narrowed and the 
generalisability of the findings reduced. The wider the grid 
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context, the more generalisable, but "averaged - out" the responses 
are likely to be. One of the key variables in determining the 
validity of the grid is the goodness of fit between the grids 
context and its elements. This implies that the elements should be 
homogeneous or drawn from the same category. This would ensure 
that the constructs generated are not likely to be applicable to 
elements in another category. In administering the grid to a group 
of people, it is crucial to ensure that the people are able to 
relate directly to the specified elements. The resulting grid 
matrix should then contain only a few blank cells since 
participants would have been able to construe the particular 
elements. · 
There are various methods for generating elements. The first is 
simply to supply the elements, taking into consideration the 
criteria discussed in the preceding paragraph. secondly, role or 
situation descriptions can be provided to which the subject must 
attach specific examples to fit these general descriptions. 
Thirdly, by defining a pool, the subject is asked to list or name 
various people, activities or descriptions, for example. Fourthly, 
elements are elicited through discussion around specific themes. 
The researcher may have prepared a number of prompts to direct the 
course of the discussion, but eventually a joint list of elements 
is decided upon. 
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(b) Construct Elicitation 
Kelly has devised several ways of eliciting constructs, which 
basically requires that the subject indicates how the elements are 
construed (See Fransella et al, 1977 ; Bannister et al, 1968 ). 
Certain methods have proved to be particularly popular. 
The classic approach, the triadic method, involves the selection of 
three elements randomly, or of some pre - determined groupings. The 
subject is then invited to indicate in which way the t.-10 el~ments 
are alike and in what way the third is different from the two. 
This procedure is intended to produce two contrasting poles for 
the construct. A distinction is made between bi - po~ar •oppositesn 
instead of contrasts for obtaining the real significance of how the 
subject perceives the elements to be different ( Easterby - Smith, 
1981 ; Yorke, 1985 ). 
The quickest way to generate constructs is to supply them. Another 
variation on this theme would be to use a combination of supplied 
and elicited constructs. These two methods, however, make 
fundamental assumptions regarding shared meaning. There has been 
considerable debate in the literature about the efficacy of 
supplying constructs ( Adams-Webber, 1970 ; Nystedt, Kuusinen and 
Ekehammar, 1976 ; Fransella and Bannister, 1977 ). This approach is 
described as being useful for focussing on some important dimension 
and enables direct comparisons to be made between individual grids. 
Beail ( 1985 ) contends that as long as the supplied verbal label is 
,meaningful to the subject the operation of construing could take 
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place. Easterby-Smith ( 1981 ) insists upon two further criteria 
when mixing constructs. Firstly, supplied constructs should be 
given after constructs have been elicited otherwise contamination 
will occur. Secondly, supplied constructs must be used as 
diversely as the elicited constructs, to prevent them from 
dominating other constructs and making the grid revolve around a 
particular dimension. 
The researcher is warned not to ignore what appears to be 
superficial or vague since this may have significance for the 
subject. Wherever possible, an attempt should be made to obtain 
evaluative constructs which capture the subjects' feeling towards 
the elements being differentiated. 
3.3.2.1 Recent Empirical Developments 
According to Adams-Webber ( 1981a ) personal construct theory is 
not limited to the study of personality and social relations, 
althogh these have primarily been the main focus of investigation. 
An emerging area in personal construct research is the analysis of 
the political process. An early study by Fransella and Bannister 
( 1967 ) attempted to assess the predicative validity of voting 
choice in the British General Electiort of 1964 by examining the 
relationship between personal values and political attitudes, and 
the extent to which n brand images " and " degree of interest in 
politics " could be operationally defined in terms of repertory grid 
measures ( Fransella et al, op ci~, p.98). They conclude that 
in the context of political construing, 'the grid technique 
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does appear to have substantial validity. 
Closer to home, Du Preez's ( cited in Adams-Webber, 198la ) 
application of Personal Construct.Theory to the analysis of political 
debates demonstrated the usefulness of this technique for capturing 
the discourses. His findings revealed that the content of political 
speeches could be reduced to only 46 constructs which accounted for 
90 per cent of of the actual content of 685 speeches. The usage of 
particular constructs differed from party to party. The construct 
most frequently used by representatives of the National Party was 
"white-survival-loss of autonomy, culture and even life •, while 
opposition spokesmen of the United Party utilized the construct 
" economic efficiency-impractical ideology". 
3.4 Concluding Remarks 
The Zavallonian approach provides a meaningful framework for an 
understanding of how the individual cognitively represents his / her 
attachments to both comparative and normative reference groups. 
The emotional investment of the particular pattern of identification 
is also thought to be displayed through an analysis of the person in 
relation to a wider context. The free associative technique of 
generating descriptions of the various societal components , ! , We 
and They, also enables a more hermeneutic investigation and could 
possibly uncover more ethogenic information. Furthermore, the 
explicitly conflictual analysis of this theory appears to be more 
appropriate for the South African situation. 
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It has been argued that the Kellian model provides a philosophical 
framework able to explain the acquisition and construction of self-
knowledge for both individuals and groups. Precisely because the 
focus is on the actual processes involved in construing it cannot be 
described as being merely relativistic or hermeneutic in the sense 
that the latter has been conceptualized within the existential -
phenomenological tradition. Kelly's comprehensive theorising is 
capable of understanding the " ideological framing of subjective 
experience n ( Ivey, 1986 ,p.13 ) through its insistence upon the 
continued elaboration of our construing. Rather than view social 
identity as socially prescribed sets of expectations, the sociality 
Corollary'states quite explicitly that social interaction requires 
not only an understanding of other people's construct systems, but 






4.1 THEORETICAL BASIS 
The review of the literature provides general consensus that 
there could be no thorough examination of micro-analytical 
processes divorced from the socio-historical contexts in which 
they unfold 
1981 ; 1982 
Erikson, 1963 ; 1968 ; Keniston, 1971 ; Tajfel, 
Dawes, 1986 ; Brown, 1988 ). A fundamental 
prerequisite is the recognition of the inseparability of ideas, 
consciousness and action from the social matrices in which they 
occur (Levett, 1989 ). In this regard, Harre ( 1978, p.45 ) 
insists upon a focus which would lead to an understanding of how 
people construe the social worlds they are creating. He proposes 
that we direct our attention to the " way an individual co-
ordinates his intentions with those of other people in the mutual 
construction of fragments of a social order in the course of lived 
episodes, that is, how he recognises what their interpretations and 
social theories are and how a working consensus is brought about "· 
It has been argued in this thesis that the construct of identity , 
and the processes of redefinition, offers the means to do so. 
The literature further appears to suggest that the 
conceptualization of identity as a orocess mediating important and 
responsible choices , rather than the uncritical acceptance of the 
existing structural arrangements , would be a more appropriate 
response to the South African context Muuss, 1980 ; Palmonari et 
al, 1984 ; Cairns, 1982 ; Turner, 1982 ; Foster, 1986b ). Various 
theorists have argued convincingly that the present hegemony has 
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predetermined both the material and cognitive limits on optimal 
development for the majority of its subjects. The imposition of 
racially defined identity frames , and the concomitant ideological 
apparatuses to maintain these conceptions, has seriously damaged 
the whole fabric of social iife. An examination of the extent to 
which oppressed youth have allowed the dominant ideology to be 
internalized in the structuring of their consciousness ( Zavalloni, 
1972 ; Straker, 1989 ; Levett, op cit ) requires a critical 
perspective able to dissolve the individual I society dichotomy. 
Such a dialectical approach insists that the individual be 
understood in terms of being mutually constituted through the 
social domain and actively engaging and challenging restraining 
aspects embodied in it ( Kelly, 1955 ; Epting et al 1 1980 ; 
Henriques et al, 1984 ) . 
The actual process of identity construction and redefinition would 
also need to be understood in terms of a more complex and 
differentiated picture of social representation 1 instead of a 
narrow focus on individuals in an unrelated context. Various 
theorists have argued for the relocation of the search for identity 
from individualsitic conjecturing into the real world. The notion 
of patterns of identification has been mooted as a more 
comprehensive explanatory tool for the total dynamics of identity 
representations. The polarization and social estrangement which 
characterises the South African context needs to be understood in 
terms of a conflictual analysis which does not reinforce the 
position of the dominant or counter-ideology. For these reasons it 
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appeared more useful to elicit the free cognitive representations 
of the various strata enmeshed t·Jithin the political arena, in order 
to describe and clarify the relevant metaphors which inform the 
contemporary discourses through which oppressed youth are able 
to renegotiate their relationships with others . 
It had been suggested earlier that the intensely active and 
conflictual relation between an oppressed and dominant culture 
bring to the site of struggle a repertoire of strategies, response 
methods of coping and of rejecting continued subordination ( Clarke 
et al, 1981 ; Ivey, 1986; Swartz, 1987 ). A cognitive shift from a 
deprived I victimized minority perspective to that of a conscious I 
discriminated against perspective has profound implications for the 
legitimacy of the present hegemony ( Zavalloni, 1972 ; Bundy, 
1986a: Foster, 1986b ). Ivey ( op cit ) has argued, in this 
connection, that the hold of ideology over consciousness is never 
totally complete. This explains why for the past decade 
particularly, the ybuth have become highly politicised and have 
begun the difficult process of creating a coherent counter -
ideology in the face of immense opposition. Straker ( 1989 
concedes that the process of transforming the macro-structural 
systems that envelope one could begin by being within the 
discourses knowingly and exercising a considerable amount of 
reflection. The construction of an alternative social order will be 
facilitated through a process of grappling with the inherent 
contradictions and paradoxes in the present society. 
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The rigid stratification and impossibility of exit from powerless 
groups which characterises the South African order suggests that 
identity through group membership will become highly salient 
( Tajfel, 1981; Foster, 1983 ). Individuals are then hypothesized 
to resort to collectivist action in order to secure the interests 
of their stratum. The concomitant perception that the existing 
order is both illegitimate and in the process of crumbling further 
supports the notion that a value structure of social change, as 
opposed to social mobility and the movement of only exceptional 
people, would be more widely supported. Tajfel ( 1981, p.259 has 
argued in this regard that " some or most individuals from 
underpriviledged groups support certain processes of objective 
social change which, they hope , will lead finally to structures of 
genuine social mobility "· Under conditions of severe repression, 
the structural inequalities and psychological " inferiority " of 
oppressed groups may result in genuine social creativity. Such a 
psychological reconstruction of the social order would incorpora~e 
innovative strategies for renegotiating relations with others and 
the search for new constructive dimensions of comparison which do 
not further denigrate the group nor constrain its individual 
members. 
Although the prevalent political conditions have been conducive to 
mass mobilization , a considerable majority of young people have 
not resorted to collectivist action and explicit political activity 
in an attempt to alter their circumstances. The Theory of Relative 
Deprivation provides a model for assessing how young people are 
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located within the contemporary political debates and the conscious 
choices they have made regarding their reactions. Kaase et al 
( 1979 ) and Miller et al ( 1981 ) suggest a cognitive shift from 
~ ~ 
group identification to politicized group consciousness in an 
attempt to explain why the constructions of social reality would be 
fundamentally different for various individuals. 
The characteristic features of such politicized group consciousness 
involves an analysis of the group's position in society in terms of 
political intentions and consequences . Not only is a psychological 
sense of belonging evident, but also the explicit commitment to 
collective action aimed at realizing the group's interests. 
Particularly two features, applicable to the South African 
situation, are thought to account for the initiation into such 
political awareness - power discontent and the awareness of blocked 
opportunity. Individuals are likely to attribute the latter to 
structural or system blame. Research findings have indicated that a 
strategy for dealing with the former is likely to involve political 
participation, since this affords the movement of both individuals 
and groups, under circumstances of conflict and oppression 
( Zavalloni, 1973 ; Merelman, 1985 ). 
Although the psychosocial effects of structural inequality are as 
yet imperfectly understood ( Brown, 1988 ), a critical synthesis of 
the continuums suggested by various writers Zavalloni, 1973 ; 
Tajfel, 1981 ; durin et al , 1980; Miller et al, 1981 ; Merelman, 
1985 ) enables the following diagrammatic representations of 
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alternatives available to individuals for dealing with such 
circumstances : 
Diagram 1 Choices for dealing with structural inequality 
interpersonal intergroup 
social mobility ---------------------------------social change 
group identification ______________________________ politicized group 
consciousness 
liberal reformist radical -------------------------------transformation 
These bipolar descriptions do not imply exclusive extremes, since 
· individuals may locate themselves any where along the dimension. 
The literature does, however, suggest that specific profiles could 
be developed horizontally. Individuals who attribute social 
discontent to personal factors are likely construe the world from a 
position best described by the intrapsychic perpective. Their sense 
of social injustice is more likely to incorporate resentment about 
the lack of upward mobility and a sincere concern for the welfare 
and sustenance of society. Given the current social arrangements, 
they may also opt for some measure of identification with oppressed 
groups, since individual exit from the group is extremely 
difficult. 
An alternative scenario suggests that individuals who attribute 
social discontent to structural or systemic factors, are more 
likely to conceive of social injustice from a conflictual position 
which incorporates an insistence on radical social change and the 
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fundamental restructuring of social arrangements. Their politicized 
consciousness implies that they would more readily opt for poltical 
participation and have markedly different concerns in comparison to 
the former group. 
Oppression has been defined objectively , in this thesis, as the 
imposition of identity from those in a position of power. It has 
been suggested that such a legally predetermined conception has 
profound implications for acquiring power and privilege 
or the lack of it ( Du Preez, 1979 ; 1980 ; Breakwell, 1983 ; 
Dawes, 1985 ). Given the fact that political activity has usurped 
for itself the right to radically circumscribe existence, it 
appears feasible to suggest that major political actors will be 
perceived to have important implications for the future definitions 
of identity • The extent to which youth identify with or actively 
reject 6 brand political images " could therefore give an 
indication of how they envisage their future prospects, and provide 
information about who, in the political arena, symbolically 
represents their aspirations. 
4.1.1 Methodological considerations 
Various authors concur that it is no longer unambitious to attempt 
a qualitative analysis of information or to venture into the new 
paradigm research perspective ( Harre, 1978 ; Argyle, 1978 ; Reason 
and Rowan, 1981 ; Lazarus, 1983 ; Mostyn, 1985 ). The non-social 
paradigm of traditional methodology is considered to be inherently 
problematic. According to Brenner , Marsh and Brenner ( 1978, 
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p.9 ), there is a* fundamental paradox inherent in the application 
of a natural science paradigm of methodology to social enquiry. 
i 
Harre ( op cit ) is adamant that the mistakes made in methodology 
may appear to be only superficial flaws in science, but upon closer 
scrutiny, reflect deep confusions about the actual subject matter. 
The relation of individuals and the collectives to which they 
belong has resulted in the faulty assumption that a~l 
al ( op cit, p.lO) : 
•.. methodology, if modelled after the traditional science 
paradigm, is underidentified in two ways. First, it does not 
elaborate, systematically and on the level of adequate social 
theorising, the social processes that constitute the practice 
of method. In other words, the present paradigm of empirical -
positivist research does not understand methodology, 
axiomatically, in terms of a social structure. Rather, 
methodology is conceptualized as a measurement structure which 
is thought to be independent of the social platform on which 
any measurement act stands in social-enquiry. Given this 
situation, it follows, secondly, that the re~ationship between 
postulates of measurement, as conceptualized, adequately, in 
the science paradigm of methodology, and the actual social 
practices necessary and sufficient to realise social 
measurement, is underidentified * 
Mostyn ( 1985 ) raises the inevitable dilemma which confronts most 
research endeavours - the choice between a ~antita!;-ive methodology 
with its rigour, precision and reliabilty, or the more descriptive 
qu,a_l.i~.a~ive techniques, with its richness of detail and nuance. 
It has been argued in this thesis that as long as the underlying 
assumptions about the constitutive interests of the research are 
clarified, both quantitative and qualitative analysis could be 
utilized to serve the purposes intended: The bias for a critical 
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perspective which serves an explicit cognitive emancipatory 
interest sets certain prec~nditions for the actual deisgn of this 
study. Attempting to adhere to the aims and philosophy of 'the 
established tradition of critical social theory clearly defines the 
task of a critical psychology. Given that the self-formative 
capacity for both individuals and groups may have been radically 
truncated by the constraints of ideological forms of consciousness, 
a critical perspective would be required to expose such structures 
~o a critique that not only facilitates self-reflection and 
knowledge of how its subjects are located within the discourse, but 
should enable the participants to trace the personality deformation 
to its origin in those oppressive social relations ( Foster, 1983 ; 
Ivey, 1986 ; Straker, 1989 ). 
4.2 The Research Setting 
The considerations discussed in the previous section influenced the 
choice of the research setting for this particular project • The 
University of the Western Cape ( UWC ) had been established as a 
result of the Extension of University Education Act No. 45 of 1959, 
especially to cater for the needs of those designated 
" Coloured "· Even in those early formative years there was 
much opposition to the establishment of such an ethnic institution. 
Various authors agree that the notion of a " pure " 
university is an unsupported myth . The idealised assumptions of 
a community of intellectuals separated from , and unaffected by, 
the prevalent social forces operating within society ignores 
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the structural relationships between the university , its 
creators , and the consumers of it production Welsh and 
Savage, 1977; Degenaar, 1977 ; Walters, 1982 ). 
South Africa's university development has , in 
general , mirrored rather than mitigated society's 
cleavages (Welsh and Savage , 1977 , p.135 ) • 
Through a difficult metamorphosis UWC has sought to redefine its 
identity and to free itself from the shackles of being an Apartheid 
created institution~ The process of straddling its ethnic cleavages 
has resulted in critical reappraisals of the Apartheid regime and 
its divisive intentions. Various reformulations further intended 
to reconceptualise the N reality " of its elitist base , the 
political tasks of its community of intellectuals , and its 
unwelcome class location • A radical shift in the organic 
relationship between the university and the , original narrowly 
defined , community it was intended to serve , has profoundly 
altered the philosophical underpinnings which inform its policy now 
( Degenaar, 1977 ; Walters, 1982 ). 
The university has now committed itself to being accountable to 
specifically Third World communities. The dominant direction 
presently involves an explicit commitment to a united non -racial 
and democratic society • As a consequence of positioning itself in 
direct opposition to the intentions of the state , it is quite 
expected that the university now describes itself as an 
intellectual home for the Left • In order to relocate itself 
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meaningfully a critical alignment with the Mass Democratic Movement 
-
is considered to be the dominant ideological orientation which 
describes its operative direction. 
There is every acknowledgement of the transformational role that 
the student body has played throughout the years • Various 
writers agree that Black universities had over the years become 
focal points of resistance to White rule 1 especially through the 
activism on the part of its students ( Welsh and Savage 1 1977 
Geber and Newman 1980 ; Booysen and Kotze 1 1985 ; Gagiano 1 
1986 ) • An earlier opinion of Booysen et al ( 1985 ) and Gagiano 
( 1986 suggested that student bodies function as artificial 
communities within thought provoking environments where social and 
political values and commitments are more than ordinarily 
articulated and debated. It is claimed, in this regard, that uwc 
captures much of the transformational debates of the society in 
which it is located. 
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4.3 Aims of this study 
The primary aim of this study has been to examine the psychosocial 
effects of structural inequality on identity construction in a 
sample of oppressed youth. An attempt has been made to understand 
the more complex and deeper structural crisis in relation to the 
repertoire of strategies that have emerged for rejecting continued 
oppression. 
The particular circumstances of the Apartheid system has been 
considered to maximise the possibility of a mismatch between 
personal and social identity. This provides the opportunity for 
contextualising the micro-analytical processes of\identity 
redefinition ( personal identity) in an ecological framework which 
is responsive to the power dynamics and oppressiveness of the 
Apartheid system. A further conceptualisation of identity 
representations ( social identity ) within a more complex and 
differentiated picture would begin to uncover the interaction 
between the social and the individual. The subjective reactions to, 
and cognitive representations of, group membership at various 
systemic levels is claimed to provide an understanding of the 
socially-shared patterns of individual behaviour. 
The critique of constraining systems is further claimed to meet 
the need for a cognitive emancipatory interest, as it not only 
facilitates the self-reflection of the ideological distortion 
inherent in the current social arrangements~ but aims to uncover 
the coping strategies and response mechanisms which have evolved 
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for dealing with the adverse and debilitating effects of Apartheid. 
4.4 The Research Questions 
The following three questions will be addressed in this study 
1. To what extent have the participants allowed the dominant 
ideology to inform the structuring of their consciousness, 
and does personal or systemic causal attribution of their 
circumstances significantly affect the content and process of 
their developmental agendas ? 
2. How do comparative social processes 
notions of their in- and out-groups 
self- perception and 
explain the specific 
sociopolitical circumstances of our own oppressive society 
and to what extent are these reflected in the trepidations 
with which the sample is about to enter society ? 
3. How does the sample, when divided into a group of activists 
and non-activists, construe the intentions of certain 
political actors and how are these understandings reflected 
in the patterns of identification with the selected 
political images ? 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY 
5.1 Subject Selection 
The sample ( N = 40 ) was drawn from the rank of senior st~dents 
within the Faculty of Coinmunity and Health Sciences at UWC. A 
total of 28 males and 12 females participated in this project. The 
average age for the group was 22,7 years . 
In order to highlight the processes of identity redefinition, and 
to more critically examine the choices young people have made, 
the first research question required that the eventual sample could 
be differentiated into two distinct groups . The first 
discriminating variable, levels of consciousness, was 
operationalized through categorising the initial response to the 
question eliciting issues which cause personal difficulty 
(Appendix B). Those who attributed their personal problems to 
intimate and personal factors, and made no reference to political, 
structural or systemic features, were considered to form an 
Unaffected Group ( n = 20 ). In contrast, those respondents who 
indicated immediately that they were personally affected by macro-
structural and systemic factors, formed an Affects Me Group 
( n= 20 ). This comparison enabled the researcher to generate the 
data for the qualitative phase of the project, in answer to 
research questions 1 and 2. 
A second comparison was made, through operationalizing the 
construct of identification, on the basis of whether or not 
subjects were affiliated to political organisations and actively 
involved in its activities. In this manner a politically affiliated 
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and active group ( Polaf ) and an unaffiliated and inactive group 
( Unaf) were identified. It has been argued earlier that the 
political imposition of identity necessitates a political analysis 
of how the members of various strata are mobilized for action in 
relation to other strata. The construct of identification, the 
second discriminating variable, is claimed to provide such an 
understanding of the renegotiation of class location and rejection 
of the existing hegemony. The quantitative phase of this study 
( research question 3 ) was based upon this comparative analysis. 
The initial sampling strategy involved announcements in ordinary 
class sessions. Students were informed about a research project 
examining theories of personality development within the Department 
of Psychology • Twenty-eight subjects were contacted in this way. 
Scrutiny of the interview schedule revealed that the majority of 
the respondents claimed to be unaffected personally by the 
·political system or any other systemic influences. Furthermore, 
only three people from this group indicated that they were 
affiliated to, and active in, political organisations. The task of 
finding youth who were both politically active, and who attributed 
their personal problems directly to the political system, required 
other strategies. The Students' Representative Council was then 
approached and consulted about the best way to recruit activists. 
Entry into political organisations for solely research purposes is 
a time-consuming and sensitive matter. The credibilty of the 
researcher was questioned and explanations about the applications 
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of the findings had to be clarified. A number of the organisations 
contacted during this period were also quite justifiably concerned 
about the safety of their members and needed assurances that the 
strictest confidentiality would be adhered to, and their anonymity 
safeguarded. Democratic principles and procedures needed to be 
complied with in order to gain access into organisations. A formal 
application requesting the involvement of individual members was 
tabled at various meetings. Delegates were then mandated to 
participate in the research project. 
5.2 Methods of Measurement 
5.2.1 Qualitative Phase 
A self-administered interview schedule (Appendix B ), consisting 
of open-ended questions was designed to yield the information 
pertaining to the research questions ·1 and 2 • The schedule 
also provided the basic demographic information with regard to age, 
sex and organizational affiliation. By eliciting the major issues 
which cause both personal difficulty and pose problems for their 
cohort it is claimed that an understanding of how this sample of 
youths experience their situation will emerge ( Question 1 ). 
Describing factors which induce optimism and pessimism about the 
present state of society will provide an account of the 
trepidations with which oppressed youth enter adult society. The 
descriptive categorisations of societal components provides an 
understanding of how other strata are conceptualized ( Question 
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2 ). This section provides the more descriptive information 
which complements the quantitative analysis of how certain 
political dimensions of society are construed in the next phase. 
5.2.2 Quantitative Phase 
Th~ underlying principles and procedures of the Repertory Grid 
Technique have been discussed in chapter three • The grid enables 
the researcher to investigate systems of constructs through which 
persons experience events, categorise and use their knowledge for 
future situations. Through an exploration of construct systems we 
are able to look beyond words and study the contexts in which the 
construing occurs (Kelly, 1955 ; Beail, 1985 ). An application of 
the grid technique enabled the researcher to respond to the second 
research question - the social cognition of a conflictual society 
and patterns of identification with selected political actors. 
(a) Constructing the Grid 
(1) Selection of the Elements 
In the present study elements were selected both through the 
definition of a • pool • (Easterby-Smith, 1981 ), and partly 
supplied by the researcher. The original pilot group consisted of 
eight third year students. The students had undertaken to be 
involved in both a depth structured individual interview and a 
further group discussion. Participants were asked in the 
individual interview to respond to the following : 
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(a) List the five most important people in your life at this 
stage. 
(b) Name five individuals or groups which affect you the most 
politically. 
(c) Which individuals and groups do you feel most uncomfortable 
with ? List only five. 
(d) Now list five individuals or groups that you feel most 
comfortable with. 
Since mostly personal and intimate elements were generated by the 
first instruction, these were ignored in order to contextualise 
their relationships in ~ wider system. Respondents referred to 
particularly three categories - their close relatives, lovers and 
friends. This question sought to examine if there were any 
significant political heroes who mattered intimately for the 
subjects. 
The complete list generated a diverse range of individuals and 
political groupings . The list, according to the instructions, 
consisted of the following ( not in any order of priority ) : 
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(b) Individuals or groups who affected them the most politically 
1. P.W.Botha - State President and Leader of the Nationalist Party 
2. Progressive Federal Party - former opposition party 
3. Hendrickse - Leader of the Labour Party in the House of 
Representatives 
6. Rajbansi - Leader of the National People's Party in the House 
of Delegates 
7. UWC Student Body - especially the Students' Representative 
Council 
8. African National Congress (ANC) 
9. Congress of South African Trade Unions (Cosatu) 
10. south African Communist Party 
11. comrade Oliver Tambo 12. Nelson Mandala 
13. Umkhonto We Sizwe - military youth wing of the ANC 
14. Steve Bike 
16. Bishop Tutu 
15. United Democratic Front 
17. Alan Boesak 
(c) People and groups they felt most uncomfortable with 
1. Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging (AWB) 
2. Afrikaans speaking whites 
4. White political groups 
6. Indians 
3. Police 
5. Conservative Party 
7. Employers 
(d) People and groups they felt most comfortable with consisted 
once again of very personal connections, such as relatives, 
friends, roommates, and fellow students. 
94 
Some respondents were unable or unwilling to list five in response 
to each category. They were each given the opportunity of sharing 
their reasons for particular choices with the researcher, and of 
elaborating of the significance of their responses. In this way the 
elements which evoked stronger emotions and a more vocal response 
were identified. 
Through further discussion, and considering the demographic pattern 
of registered students at that time, certain elements were 
discarded. The eight elements finally selected were the following 
·· ~ .w. Botha was considered to be the symbolic representative of the 
existing hegemony and featured very prominently for all 
respondents. The ANC was deemed to subsume all the connected 
individual characters, such as Tambo, Mandela, Tutu, and Boesak. 
When compared to the UDF, it was also considered to be the more 
powerful threat to the government. Hendrickse was viewed as being 
in collusion with the authorities and certainly not a 
democratically elected leader. Yet, at the time, he had to be 
negotiated with about bursary allocations and very fundamentally 
affected the lives of the students because of their educational 
dependency • The Progressive Federal Party (PFP) attained a 
measure of significance through being defeated by the Conservative 
Party, as the official opposition. At that time, van Zyl Slabbert, 
the party leader, was also a lecturer on campus and considered to 
be more progressive and sympathetic to the struggle of the 
oppressed. The w liberal whites " associated with the PFP were 
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perceived to form a buffer zone between where the students were . 
located and the harsher repressive ruling party. Given the stated 
allegiance to the Third World working class, Cosatu was chosen to 
represent the workers. The uwc student body was included as much 
of the • unconventional " forms of political participation and 
rhetoric occurs within this setting. There were also ambivalent 
feelings about the supportive function of the student body and the 
more radical activities which they became involved in. The two 
self elements, Myself, ~! ~ ~ (actual self) and Myself, as I 
would like to be (ideal self) were provided by the researcher to 
incorporate measures of self-identification. 
Table 1 presents a list of the final elements used in the present 
study 
TABLE 1 ELEMENTS USED IN THE STUDY 
1. UWC Student Body 
2. Myself, as I am now 







(2) Construct Elicitation 
The guidelines for this procedure have been fully discussed in 
section 3.3.2 • A group session was arranged in order to generate 
the constructs. A prepared grid (Appendix A) was handed to each 
of the eight students. 
The triadic method of construct elicitation, based on the self/-
identification form was administered. The actual self element was 
selected as the base of the triad to ensure that all constructs 
elicited were personally relevant. The other elements were 
sequentially presented in the manner described by Fransella et al 
( 1977 ) and Easterby-Smith ( 1981 ). Students were asked to 
examine the three elements circled for the first sort, and to 
·consider in what important way two of them were similar, which 
distinguished them from the third. They had to indicate their 
·choice of the two by drawing an "x" through the circle. They were 
then asked to describe the similarity under the construct section. 
They then had to convey how the third, unmarked element, differed 
from the first pair. These words or descriptions were recorded 
under the contrast section. 
The following six constructs were selected from the pool by the 
researcher. They were considered to reflect the central concerns 
' from polarised positions within society and to capture much of the 
conflictual nature of opposing ideologies. The constructs.formed 
the bipolar ends of a seven-point rating scale for the 
completion of the grid matrix. The literature suggests that a 
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rating scale allows finer discriminations between the elements to 
be observed. Each element could also be assigned a unique or a 
similar value if the respondent so chocses. Table 2 presents the 
constructs utilized in the present study : 
TABLE 2 CONSTRUCTS USED IN THE STUDY 
Rating Scale 
1 2 3 
1 removing only certain 
obstacles to 
opportunities 
2 powerful and 
advantaged 
3 cultural differences 
make it impossible to 
live together 
4 fight to keep resources 
5 revolutionary 
6 responsible for the mess 









similarity to make 
living together 
possible 
able to share resources 
resolve differences 
peacefully 
attempting to change 
the mess the country 
is in 
5.3 Procedure 
5.3.1 Qualitative Phase 
The actual data gathering sessions were arranged once the 
interested persons had made contact with the researcher. This 
proceeded quite uneventfully with the respondents from the first 
phase of the sampling. The second phase which involved more active 
recruitment on the behalf of the researcher was comparatively 
speaking~ impossible to arrange. Times and venues, days and weeks, 
had to constantly be rescheduled depending on the level of 
political activity of the students. 
Respondents were requested to avail themselves for a minimum period 
of two hours in order to complete both the qualitative and 
quantitative sections of the research. Following examples from 
the literature on new paradigm research, and the stipulations 
suggested by the Zavallonian and Kellian perspectives, every 
attempt was made to ensure that the respondents knew that they were 
not involved in a w testing " situation. They were encouraged to 
discuss their understanding of the questions in order to clarify 
any confusion or uncertainty. The researcher ensured that no 
leading questions were entertained. Comments and questions were 
supposed to clarify only and not to engage the researcher's 
opinions. This was especially helpful to students for whom English 
is not a first language. 
99 
The descriptions of the various social categories ( question 5 on 
the schedule ) evoked the most response. Subjects repeatedly wanted 
to know who was being referred to by the We, and They, from the 
researchers point of view. They were told to record the first 
description that came to their minds and assured that there were no 
correct answers or hidden agendas behind the formulation. 
5.3.2 Quantitative Phase 
The grid (Appendix C) was completed during the same session once 
the participants had completed the interview schedule. Here again 
the researcher emphasized the fact that the exercise was to be 
viewed as an exploratory one for the participants. They were 
encouraged to interrupt and ask questions if they were unclear 
about any of the instructions. 
Before the actual assigning of values on the rating scale, a trial 
run of the procedure was undertaken.rather slowly to ensure that 
there would not be any confusion once the elements and constructs 
had to be construed. The elements were presented as nitems n 
sequentially from 1 to 8. Some time was allowed between each one to 
make certain that each participant could construe the elements. 
The constructs were presented as ndescriptionsn from 1 to 6 and 
participants were asked if they could make sense of them. 
The politically affiliated respondents complained particularly 
about the revolutionary 1 resolve differences peacefully divide • 
They objected to the notion that revolutionary activities were 
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being cast in the light of violence • They also highlighted the 
fact that for most of them the concept revolutionary had 
connotations of seeking justice which was a more constructive way 
of resolving differences. They would also have preferred construct 
4 : fight to keep resources - able to share resources , to have 
incorporated aspects of fighting to obtain resources. This initial 
introduction to the constructs ensured that each respondent felt 
clear about, and could construe the description, even though 
they may have disagreed with the actual formulation. 
The first element was placed onto an overhead projector and 
directly beneath it the first construct. The participants were 
required to record their score in the correct row and column, on 
the actual grid which was attached to the schedule (Appendix C). 
The following constructs were then sequentially placed onto the 
screen. From the second element onwards the researcher shuffled 
the six constructs and presented them randomly for the other 
elements, to prevent a response set from occuring ( Chetwynd, 
1977 ; Dawes and Donald , 1987 ). On the presentation of the 
elements students were requested to attend to what c~~e to their 
minds when they read the various names. They were asked to retain 




5.4.1 Qualitative Analysis 
Bourne ( 1978a ) has suggested the development of consensual themes 
from the free descriptive protocols generated by the open-ended 
questions on the schedule. The questions on the schedule could 
provide predetermined categories from which emergent categories 
could be developed. Basically, scoring categories would be 
generated and the frequency of responses counted. Such an analysis 
could serve to identify specific characteristics of the 
unstructured responses, and systematicaily and objectively convert , 
the raw data into scientific data. 
For the purposes of this thesis, however, a more sensitive approach 
was needed. A deeper analysis, able to accommodate the complexity 
and inexactitude of language in order to gain insight into 
meaningful relationships, was deemed to be more appropriate 
(Brenner et al, 1978 ; Reason et al, 1981; Billig et al r1988 ). 
Mostyn ( 1985 ) presents a model of qualitative content analysis 
which probes beyond the superficial. She attempts to discover not 
only the content of N how " persons construe, but also seeks to 
uncover the N why " 
Instead of merely generating scoring categories, the development of 
conceptual categories is claimed to reflect deeper phenomena. Such 
an interpretation is capable of dealing with words as symbols, as 
determinants of consciousness, and provides the means for depicting 
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the complex gestalt - the symbolic meaning of messages. According 
to her, the ultimate purpose of content analysis is to understand 
the meanings of both the manifest and latent communication within 
the context of the respondents' own frame of reference. 
Various techniques are suggested to enable the researcher to 
critical synthesise the data and to analytically interpret 
meaningful trends and relationships. Instead of decreasing the 
inferential function of the researcher, the challenges of excising, 
condensing and critically reinterpreting the information to relate 
it to the stated research aims requires heightened sensitivity 
In order to counter researcher bias, and the dynamics of 
" circularity " (the researcher uncovering what is expected ), an 
inter-rater reliability study was conducted (Appendix F). 
Once the researcher had subjected the information to content 
analysis the emergent conceptual categories were then presented to 
the second rater. In keeping with the social paradigm of data 
gathering and analysis, the two raters clarified what each 
understood the themes to be, before the second rating was started. 
Although the subjects had been asked to list two responses it was 
felt that where more than two themes emerged per question for a 
single respondent, these should be reflected so that the richness 
of the information would not be lost. This also explains why the 
reported frequencies are not in keeping with the actual number of 
subjects (n = 20) • 
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5.4.2 Quantitative Analysis 
According to Rathod ( 1981 ) the methods for analysing the grids 
could be roughly divided into simpler correlational and more 
complex multivariate techniques. The former is used to examine the 
relationships between constructs or elements, and the latter the 
underlying structure of interrelationships between constructs and 
elements. The primary objective of multivariate analysis is to 
provide a parsimonious summary of the original data set, and to 
depict its lower-dimensional properties. Generally, all methods 
of interpretation attempt to reveal patterns of relationships 
between entities on the grid. In particular we could investigate 
how constructs are interrelated, how the elements are related to 
each other, or how the elements and constructs relate to each other 
( Beail, 1985 ). 
Various authors agree that the method of analysis is usually 
determined by the focus of the investigation. These authors have 
proposed a Principal Components Analysis in order to describe 
construct i element interrelationships. To exhibit the underlying 
patterns and to reduce the matrix to more easily interpretable 
data, principal components analysis extracts three components from 
the data matrix. These components have the property of being 
orthogonal. The first component accounts for the greatest amount of 
variance within the compl2ted grid, then successive components are 
extracted from the variance which remains. 
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In a typical grid, the first three components normally account for 
80% of its variance ( Yorke, 1985 ; Beail, 1986 ). The procedure 
of averaging grids to produce some kind of consensus grid typically 
leads to the identification of two principal components accounting 
for the vast bulk of the variance in the combined grid ( Yorke, 
1985 ). A brief examination of the two more prominent relationships 
which emerge from the first two components will be undertaken. Such 
a psychological interpretation would provide information about the 
most significant constructions of the cognitive systems for the two 
groups. 
An examination of the salience of the various elements, derived 
from their respective sums of squares, would give an indication of 
the extent to which certain elements assume realtively more 
significant positions than others. Slater ( 1972 ; 1977 ; 1977b 
further refers to the occasional phenomenon of elements which by 
their preeminence actually determine the direction of the axis. He 
introduces the German \'lOrd " massgebend " which means trend-
setting, to explain the power of certain elements to set the scale 
for measuring all the others. 
5.4.2.1 Statistical Computations 
The Grids Analysis Package devised by Slater ( 1977 ) consists of 
two computer programmes considered to be useful for quantifying the 
data needed to answer the second research ~~estion. The Series 
programme provides a consensus grid through an analysis of the 
co~~onality in several grids aligned by their elements and 
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constructs ( Slater, 1977 ; Easterby-Smith, 1981 ; Dawes et al, 
1987 ) • The 18 grids o~ the politically affiliated and the 18 
grids of the unaffiliated subjects were combined separately through 
this programme. The consensus grids were then subjected to further 
analysis by the Ingrid programme which is based on an analysis of 
the principal components. 
This phase of the analysis provided the information about how 
the groups construed the relationships between the constructs and 
the elements. These relationships could be described in terms of 
angular functions such as the direction cosines which are 
considered to be mathematically equivalent to correlations 
( Slater, 1977 ; Beail, 1985 : Dawes et al, 1987 ). The strength of 
the correlations provides cues to the nature of the organization of 
the construct systems. Lower correlations indicate a more complex 
and diversified system, whereas tight construing (high 
correlations) are thought to reflect simpler and undifferentiated 
construct systems ( Slater, 1972 ; 1977 ; 1977b ; Fransella et al, 
1977 ). The examination of the underlying structural relationships 
between the elements and the constructs is claimed to provide an 
understanding of how the two groups construe the political 
discourses which the selected political representatives symbolise 
for them. This information would provide the answer to the first 
part of the second research question. 
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It has been claimed that the repertory grid technique provides an 
opportunity for mapping the consciousness of the participants, 
albeit only a very limited cross-sectional representation. 
The spatial organization of the psychological map in this study is 
depicted in terms of a principal components analysis of the element 
f construct space ( Norris et al, 1977 ; Slater, 1977 ; Dawes, 
1979; Dawes et al, 1987). For the purposes of the present study, 
such an examination of the elements located as points within the 
dimensions set by the constructs appeared to be the most 
appropriate~: This would provide the information pertaining to the 
patterns of identification between the participants and the 
selected political images. 
A variety of methods have been suggested for the graphic 
presentation of the data generated by the Ingrid programme 
( Slater, 1977 ; Fransella et al, 1977 ; Rathod, 1981 f. In the 
present study the distances between the elements were utilized to 
visually represent the patterns of identification for the two 
groups. 
The identity plots for the groups were drawn according to the 
procedure outlined by Norris et al ( 1977 ). These writers 
describe a repertory grid method for n collecting and computing 
essentially subjective data in a standardized and quantitative form 
to obtain measurements of identity n ( Norris et al, op cit, 
p.79 ). The Ingrid programme provides the distances between the 
pairs of elements as a ratio of the expected distances between all 
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the pairs of elements in a grid. Two axes are set up, orthogonal to 
each other and intersecting at 1. This structural measure has a 
minimum of O, a mean of 1, and seldon exceeds 2. Any pair of 
elements separated by a distance close to 0 are seen as being 
similar , and completely dissimilar with a distance close to 2. 
Scores close to 1 are neither similar nor dissimilar, but 
indifferent to each other. Since this study aims to trace both the 
ideal- and contra-identification patterns, and not only the . 
closeness or distance of element clusters, all the element 
distances will be taken into account. 
The writers propose operational guidelines for the interpretation 
of the identity plots. Actual self isolation refers to no non-self 
elements within a distance of 0.8 from the actual self. Ideal self 
isolation refers to no non-self elements within a distance of 0.8 
from the ideal self. Social alienation is demonstrated when not 
more than two non-self are within a distance of 0.8 from either 
actual or ideal self. Self alienation is evident when the actual 
self is separated from the ideal by a distance greater than 1.2 , 
and not more than two non-self elements are closer to the ideal 
than is the actual self. When the actual self is separated from the 
ideal by a distance less than 0.8 , and not more than two non-self 
are closer to the ideal than the actual self, a situation of self 
,convergence is thought to be evident. 
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CHAPTER SIX 
FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 
6.1 Qualitative Analysis 
The first section of this chapter attempts to communicate the findings 
from the content analysis of the interview schedule. The emergent 
categories for the first four questions are discussed in descending 
order. The average score of the two raters determined the position of 
each category in the actual presentation. The cohort and personal issues 
which assume salience for the two groups are described first. Aspects of 
the present condition of society which induce optimism and pessimism are 
presented next. The descriptions of the in- and out-group, and their 
personal location are then discussed. Finally, an attempt is made to 
develop a profile for each·group by tracing the most prominent features 
from each category, in order to construct the " fragments of a social 
order in the course of lived episodes" ( Harre, 1978, p.45 ). This would 
enable the researcher to examine whether the two levels of consciousness 
played any significant role in the way the groups experience and 
interpret their situations. This information would_also provide an 
understanding of the conceptual system from whicb the respondents draw 
their knowledge. 
The inter-rater reliability study was conducted on only the first four 
questions to provide a more balanced and objective description of the 
data. Since the responses to the fifth questions were quite concise and 
unambiguous, these were not incorporated into the analysis. The inter -
rater reliability study yielded highly significant correlations for both 
the Affects Me and Unaffected Groups. The score of 0.75 for the 21 
emergent categories of the Affects Me Group was found to be significant 
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at the 99% level of confidence (Pearson's critical r = .5487, df = 19 ). 
For the Unaffected Group, a correlation of 0.78 for the 19 emergent 
categories proved to be significant ( Pearson's critical r = .5751, 
p = 0.01, df = 17 ) • Appendix F provides the detailed information and 
results of the inter-rater reliability study. Since an attempt had been 
made to develop consensual themes between the two raters, these high 
correlations were not unexpected. 
An interesting difference in the styles of analysis between the raters 
was observed. Although it was agreed at the outset that specific themes 
were to be recorded , the second rater utilized a more semantic. 
procedure. This was evident from the way in which certain key words, 
such as political, division, violence, identity, alternative and 
education, were either underlined in the responses, or written alongside 
as a guide. 
The various figures presented at the beginning of each discussion depict 
the emergent categories within the predetermined questions for the two 
groups. The actual frequencies for the first ( x ) and the second ( y 
raters are given in parentheses. These are presented at the begining 
of each account. Each ~uestion will be discussed separately for the 
groups in order to sequentially connect the predetermined areas. It is 
claimed that this would facilitate the development of the group profiles 
and plarify both the commonalities and divergences where these exist. 
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6.1.1 Major Issues for the Generational Cohort 
Table 3 presents the emergent categories developed from the first 
question in which respondents were asked to identify the major issues 
which they thought their cohort had to grapple with • 
Table 3 Cohort Issues 
Unaffected Group 
a. Independence and assuming 
adult status (x=12; y=16) 
b. Responses to the political 
situation (x=12; y=13) 
c. Concerns related to the process 
of identity formation 
(x=15 ; y=9) 
d. Financial difficulties f 
~successful career choice 
(x=9 ; y= 11) 
Affects Me Group 
a. Responses to the political 
situation (x=18 y=19) 
b. Effects of the educational 
system (x=14 ; y=10) 
c. Clarifying the consequences 
of political involvement 
(x=12 ; y=S) 
d. Facilitating political 
involvement (x=7 ; y=6) 
e. Decisions about the future. 
(x=7 ; y=3) 
6.1.1.1 Major Cohort Issues for the Unaffected Group 
(a) Indenendence and assuming adult status 
Five responses in this category expressed concern about achieving 
*social acceptance" and the "recognition of adult status ". In the 
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words of two Afrikaans speaking subjects, • om erken te word as 
volwassene " and " my ouers bew-us te maak dat hulle my as grootmens moet 
sien " ( be recognized as an adult and to make my parents aware that 
they should regard me as an adult). 
The most prominent trend focussed on "defining one's position in life•. 
This was perceived to be a more complicated task new ~ince their cohort 
occupied a "different place in society than our parents did". "Where to 
take your place in a changing society" posed new challenges for 
"starting life away from the family center" and "breaking away from 
p-arents". There were certain difficulties attached to separation since 
young people were required to "act as adults without exposure to the 
real world". They experienced problems in "being able to cope" and to 
deal rationally "with advanced Third World society - sex, politics, 
education " 
Three of the responses indicated that their cohort should become 
"sensitive to the needs of others• and demonstrate more "loving and 
caring for others". They also suggested that young people seriously 
consider " not only selfish needs but also that of the community and 
relatives". 
(b) Responses to the political situation 
Especially five respondents provide a fitting introduction to this 
section. For them, " the realistic issue of political problems in 
S. A ." was the "context to face and try to solve ". This is , 
however, not an easy task, as the political situation is perceived as 
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being "confusing" and a "controversial and confusing subject nowadays". 
Perhaps some of the confusion could be related to the desire to " be 
\ 
accommodating even if ideologies differ " ? 
Related responses indicated a concern for the fact that ~ ideas on the 
political situation" were either "silenced by " or "restricted by laws 
and the forceful ways of the government through the police force ". 
The " problems related to political involvement " also included a lack 
of support " from the older generation " 
The more dominant theme appeared to be, however, that the more important 
task would be to define their role " in society in terms of active or 
passive political participation ". Subjects were aware of their " stand 
politically in the country and more directly in your community "· This 
appeared to imply, in the words of one person, " making choices -
sacrificing feasible alternatives - assuming responsibility for them " 
The debate about their " political standing vis a vis main stream 
politics" presupposed that they n redefine their positions in 
organisations " • An Afrikaans speaking student insisted that young 
people should " vind politieke inslag en aktief in organisasies 
deelneem " (find ways of contributing politically and become active in 
organisations ). One respondent thought that a fundamental choice needed 
to be made between " academic progress or the political (freedom) 
struggle " 
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(c) Concerns related to the process of identity formation 
This category consisted of fifteen responses. Through attempting to 
"develop one's own self- identity", one had to" come to terms with 
what you believe- your values "· Young people were "trying to get to 
know themselves - their capabilities" and should seek to obtain "self -
knowledge to handle their own problems to be able to help others». 
One rather eloquent female thought that » identity formation was a 
crucial issue which arouses tremendous conflict ••• the direct result 
of pressure from peer groups, parental and societal expectations". Two 
responses further shared her sense of being pressurised and reported 
that they were feeling swamped by a loss of the "sense of my own 
importance", "being myself", since »fellow students influence my 
personality "• Three responses dwelt on" problems of a personal 
nature e.g. relationships and sexual life" ," have a girlfriend I 
intimacy" and " learn to live with someone else and also to take on 
responsibilities". 
Three responses focussed on " moral issues » as being the "greatest 
problem". They were concerned about learning "how to live pure lives in 
a sinful 1 permissive society " and the "abstention from liquor". 
(d) Financial Difficulties L Career Choices 
The nine responses which contributed to this category were very similar. 
There was a strong indication that this area was one of prime concern 
for their cohort. Most young people were in the process of "pursuing a 
career and obtaining finances to do this". They also were motivated to 
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becoming " academically and socially successfuln especially since a 
•suitable qualification will guarantee stability and mobility '· It 
therefore became imperative to choose * a career with benefits" which 
would meet the "need for financial independence•. Young people were 
faced with • finding other sources of income*, experienced real 
*financial difficulty• and had a number of " needs unmet •. One 
respondent suggested that they think seriously and clearly about what 
their goals are, probably in relation to their financial constraints. 
6.1.1.2 Major Cohort Issues for the Affects Me Group 
(a) Responses to the political situation 
The Affects Me Group share a number of similar concerns in their 
analysis of political circumstances. Six responses suggest that their 
cohort should " try to understand the nature of struggle and society• , 
"face the political situation•, and come to terms with *political 
instability *. For this group, however, young people are * forced to 
take on responsibilities and issues ", "debate and resolve them long 
before youth of other countries even speculate about them * The 
response of particularly one subject was riddled with key words usually 
contained in the political discourse on campus - *development is 
seriou~ly hampered by Apartheid, oppression and capitalist 
-exploitation * 
A related theme, though less well supported than the first, indicated 
that their cohort was involved in working for change, * a better 
future", and contributing to the community nin an acceptable manner*. 
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Their •role in the community • was influenced by the development of 
their * own critical views of what is going on- unbiased•, and the fact 
that they had to • consciously contribute to the struggle in a 
meaningful way • 
The overriding concern in this section elaborated upon the theme of 
•national liberation•. This was considered to be a priority to 
•counteract racial and tribal divides" and to • challenge existing 
structures". In the words of one particular subject- *how we as 
students can contribute to bring about change - the liberation of our 
people•. Various ways were suggested for for achieving • maximum support 
from youth ·~ Educational and awareness programmes provided opportunites 
for conscientization , mobilization and mental emancipation. The latter 
was referred to in connection with the tendency to resort to alcohol 
which further •enslaved• the mind. A strongly voiced sentiment was the 
fight for justice and freedom. Three responses referred to 
• challenging the present system and seizir.g power •, the *fight for 
equal rights• and the abolishment of • job discrimination and 
priviledges•. 
(b) Effects of the educational system 
Except for the one respondent who remarked thet even if youth are 
qualified there would be • bleak prospects of finding jobs in the 
capitalist system•, the 13 other responses saw the task of youth being 
the transformation of educational practices and challenging the • norms 
/values cultivated by apartheid j sexism". The ideas of two respondents 
appear to capture the dominant sentiment in this category - • education 
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needs immediate attention", "to enhance liberation rather than oppress 
further n. Three responses thought that education could be used as as 
instrument to develop " leaders of the community" committed to " 
uplifting living standards". Accomplishing " academic work to further 
the struggle" would also meet the requirement of changing the 
"socialization process" which underlies formal education. One respondent 
expressed himself quite clearly on this matter - "Youth should commit 
themselves to a programme of steady and consistent education - non-
formal- to avoid being easily influenced". This would solve the 
"dilemma of education which affects what you believe" acc.ording to 
another respondent. Transforming the process of education and its 
objectives would also imply that educators " function more meaningfully 
to demystify the educated stereotype". 
Three responses expressed the view that youth would have to " re-
educate their parents " as they have been "dehumanized through the 
system " and have unwittingly "accepted it". 
(c) Clarifying the consequences of political involvement 
The twelve responses that contributed to this category appear to 
elaborate on the question posed by one person - " how do we develop 
ourselves as people in this context? " Concern was expressed about the " 
little time for personal development 1 character exploration " and " how 
we as young people "fit" into the structures". One respondent advised 
his peers to" make the best of the role you have chosen ", but this 
pays scant attention to the problems "politically active young people 
have to face ••• at home from parents who are unaware ". As students, 
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decisions have to be made about coping with studies since • people 
attending to both do not have the same commitment•. Maintaining • a 
proper balance between political work and academic work • presented 
problems for most young people especially during times of crises and 
calls for collective action. These ideas could perhaps clarify the 
response of one person who felt youth should • solve the problem of 
conflict between activists•. There appears to be some unresolved tension 
between committing oneself to an " action strategy and help bring about 
change " or the alternative of being " more understanding of everyone's 
viewpoint n. 
{d) Facilitating political involvement 
This category consisted of seven responses. Particularly three 
responses saw the task of their cohort as reaching • individuals who 
shy away from political involvement for fear of being labelled •. They 
were intent on recruiting "other people into political organisations•. 
The theme of organisational development was also introduced. Those 
already involved ought to be encouraged "into fullest co-operation". 
The values people upheld had to be examined in order to ensure that 
there would be no negative attitudes " toward poor communities•. Youth 
were also exhorted to • work against prejudice and negative attitudes " 
since this was seen to be divisive in terms of building unity in the 
struggle. 
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(e) Decisions about the future 
Seven responses acknowledged that * young people have to make important 
decisions pertaining to their future roles in life *. Although • young 
people were very uncertain about the future• they needed to 11 involve 
themselves in activities that will lay their destinies". Decisions 
needed to be taken about their * position in life•, whether • they are 
located politically - radically or liberally " The reality of adapting 
to • a world demanding performance" is made more complicated by the • 
uncertainty about what to become". This then causes 11 anxiety about not 
succeeding and feeling a failure~~. 
6.1.2. Personal Issues 
··Table 4 presents the emergent categories to the second question on the 
·interview schedule, issues which are perceived to cause personal 
difficulties : 
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Table 4 Personal Issues 
Unaffected Group Affects Me Group 
{a) Academic and student status {a) Reflections on active political 
issues {x=l3 ; y=l6) life ( x=14 : y=l2) 
{b) Identity related concerns (b) Exploring alternatives 
(x=6 : y=lO) (x=13 : y=12) 
(c) Interpersonal relationships (c) Facilitating political 
(x=6 ; y=7). involvement (x=12 ; y=ll) 
(d) Communication problems (d) Effects of Apartheid legislation 
(x=S : y=S) (x=lO : y=lO) 
6.1.2.1 Personal Issues for the Unaffected Group 
{a) Academic and student status issues 
The dominant theme here could be associated with the present role of 
being students under extremely difficult circumstances - the difficulty 
of being a student " coping with academic work in the present political 
situation•, where there were serious doubts about the *relevance of 
education today "· The nenvironmental and extraneous factors• influenced 
the ability to qualify and on a more personal level, students had to 
d~cide between "boycotts and solidarity versus duty•. One respondent 
considered the •completion of studies" or "seeking employment• instead. 
Three responses considered the • present status as students while 
others earn• as being an unenviable position to be in. "Unemployment 
and financial difficulty " further complicated matters. It is unclear 
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whether the latter statement reflects their own positions or is 
indicative of those responsible for supporting them. 
At least four responses indicated outrightly that the boycotts in 
academic institutions had affected their performance. Their motivation 
to perform well was further hampered by " boring and uninteresting 
courses" presented by nwhite, conservative lecturersw. The translation 
of work into a "language which is understandable" also presented 
problems in this connection. Two respondents reported that they had had 
• little vocational direction" and consequently did not know • in 
which direction to exert energy". 
(b) Identity related concerns 
Through "observing what great turmoil the world is in" a number of 
respondents reported that • trying to resolve inner conflicts • actually 
-caused "difficulty with managing problems". In a similar vein, 
•searching for meaning in life" was often restricted by " too many 
constraints" to "self-actualizing•. Two respondents also sought to 
"exercise individ~alism" and to come to "terms with identity and 
values". One respondent suggested "patience" for confronting and 
resolving personal issues. It was evident that this was something he 
felt that he was sorely in need of. 
(c) Interpersonal relationships 
Six responses further revealed that interaction with other people 
presented problems: •people do not trust each other" and are therefore 
not inclined to "accept other people". An inability to "break the 
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barrier of prejudice• was also reflected in the statement -
•interpreting people's actions from their words•. A • lack of solidarity 
due to different cultures* resulted in conflicts and wrangles. Two 
hostelites indicated that these problems were especially exacerbated at 
the student residences. 
(d) Communication problems 
This category follows logically from the concerns expressed in the 
previous two sections. One the one hand individuals felt inadequate in 
social settings and on the other hand they experienced dificulty in 
·communicating lfTith certain sectors. In support of the former, three • · 
iespondents wished that they were "less withdrawn" and could communicate 
more easily with "people in social settings". It was felt that more 
~recreational facilities, would improve the quality of social 
interaction and provide the opportunity for developing social skills. 
Respondents also expressed difficulty in communicating , with people not 
on the same level" and further longed for " meaningful discussion with 
my parents about sex and contraceptives". One re&pondent tried to 
understand the "views of parents and friends" while another expected 
opposition in attempting to "explain to the older generation the reasons 
for being politically involved". 
6.1.2.2 Personal Issues for the Affects Me Group 
(a) Reflections ~ active political life 
Fourteen responses contributed to this category. Concern was expressed 
about the "exhaustion of people willing to serve in organisations* on 
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the one hand, while on the other, *organisations are not as effective as 
they should be as people do not get actively involved•. There were other 
inherent problems to organizational dynamics and development too -• 
working with people of such diverse backgrounds and interests puts 
stress on one* ; *people unsure of what they want politically*. Youth 
activists were also thought to be too impatient, which often caused 
• blind irrational thinking*, and n inflexibility I rigidity* .This 
tendency " could be tempered by education*. The choice between violence 
or non-violence as a means of achieving political and social goals• 
still had to be made by a number of individuals. Perhaps .this choice 
informs the notion of "relating to a political view or system in this 
country" ? One respondent reported "feeling foolish• while being on the 
run •for fear of detention". 
(b) Exploring alternatives 
The nature of political activity was perceived through thirteen 
responses to create confusion about a •clear cut political identity• • 
Through trying "to cope with the responsibility that rests on one's 
shoulders~ young people were expected to *set priorities• and 'define 
their role as activists". As had been mentioned before, the role of an 
activist was often experienced to be in conflict with the demands of 
being a student. Certain roles and tasks were not clearly defined and 
left incumbents of these positions feeling that they were • not 
executing tasks efficiently enough". Unresolved * guilt feelings " had 
to be worked through if young people were to " cope with everyday 
demands from family and friends*. 
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Three ~espondents viewed their commitment to academic work as being 
undermined by their political involvement and strength of commitment. 
They were, nevertheless, determined to "make full use studies to 
contribute to the community". 
(c) Facilitating political involvement 
Tt-1elve responses reflected en the importance of ~ecruiting youth and 
the difficulties associated with this task. The former is perhaps best 
expressed in the words of two respondents - "how important it is to be 
poltically active and motivated" while "trying to convince myself and my 
peers that we can bring about change". Another respondent highlighted 
the " involvement of parents on a large scale to support the interests 
of students". Two other respondents felt more optimistic about 
convincing "people that their attitudes should change" and that they 
should "get involved in constructive things". A related idea was that 
those already involved should be supported and encouraged. 
The majority of respondents in this category., were, however,rather 
pessimistic about the possibility of facilitating political awareness 
and involvement. The " boycott mentality of many UWC students" is 
perhaps elaborated upon by another respondent who complains of the 
"task of attaining unity and consistency from youth during the height of 
oppression". The "apathy of most young·people" made it difficult to 
"mobilize and conscientize" them. The "ignorance of some fellow 
students" is possibly the reason why some "young people are not willing 
to participate in trying to solve issues". Furthermore, the rather 
"personal interests of youth hamper the effectiveness" of the political 
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machinery. 
Four respondents reflected on the personal consequences of attempting to 
recruit youth - •dealing with totally conservative and verkrampte 
people•, or 6 relating to peers who are not necessarily activists causes 
disorientation I isolation I arrogance". An underlying source of 
frustration was experienced through "having to deal with people who have 
totally differing political views•. 
(d) Effects of Apartheid legislation 
*Apartheid has caused divisions" which requires a •struggle to end 
tribal tensions and racial barriers" , according to two responses. The 
other six responses all focus on the destructiveness of the system too. 
6 Being classified racially 1 culturally" has resulted in •racial 
discrimination• which •restricts movement 1 freedom•. •subjugation by 
racism and capitalism keeps us in boundaries•. The "forces of 
·oppression" have also • manipulated" our people into •psychological 
backwardness", according to another respondent. The influence of the 
"ideology of white S.A." has threatened groups on both sides. People 
•cannot I or do not want to live in peace and harmony•. Two respondents 
ask the following questions - " Is UWC a reflection of how things are 
going to be after the revolution? "and • Are things going to be so 
dramatically different? A rather disheartened respondent reported 
that the •state appears to anticipate I counter the gains made by the 
struggle~. 
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6.1.3 Reasons for Optimism 
Table 5 presents the emergent categories for the question intended to 
evoke the reasons the sample had for being optimistic about the nature 




Table 5 Reasons for Optimism 
Unaffected Group Affects Me Group 
(a) Heightened awareness and commitment to change 
(x=19 ; y=l6) 
Role of religion in the 
struggle (x=5 ; y=3) 
Influence of leftist 
extra-parliamentary 
organisations 
(x=3 ; y= 4) 
Idiosyncratic concerns 
(x=7 ; y= 13) 
(x=12 ; y=18) 
(b) Disintegration of the ruling 
block (x=13 ;y=8) 
(c) Organisational gains 
(x=ll ; y=8) 
(d) Views of a changed future 
(x=9 ; y=3) 
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6.1.3.1 Reasons for Optimism according to the Unaffected Group 
(a) Heightened awareness and commitment to change 
The dominant theme which inspired optimism from the present condition of 
South African society was easily discernible in this category - the 
•majority are really dedicated to bring about change*, and are • adamant 
that Apartheid must go*. While some respondents reported that the 
current political situation had resulted in "conscious-raising• and a 
»heightened awareness of our problems", others were even more optimistic 
that society was 'already , moving away from racial discrimination• and 
that an "increasing number of whites were realising this*. This shift in 
perceptions could facilitate " getting rid of the slave mentality• of 
oppressed groups, and create a healthier society • aware that change is 
inevitable". The nature of the change was debated from opposing 
positions. 
Two respondents felt convinced that there was a " willingness 
politically to resolve differences peacefully• and that 
"parties were trying to reach an a~miable solution". Four responses 
contradict this and point to a more conflictual description of how 
change would possibly occur. People would have to be prepared to •fight 
for their rights", and to "fight racial capitalism". The perceptions 
that "people were prepared to raise our case internationally" and that 
• in the freedom struggle - c.ertain people were not scared of 
consequences, reinforced the optimism that change was i~minent and 
inevitable. 
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(b) The role of religion in the struggle 
Five responses reflected on the contribution made by the clergy and 
certain religious sectors. The "churches were playing an active role in 
the fight for freedom" and " ministers bring relevant messages on 
oppression*.· Religious institutions as a site for struggle meant an 
avenue for change, and one which was comparatively *not hampered by 
state interference". 
(c) Influence of leftist extra-parliamentary organisations 
"Mass based organisations" and "left extra-parliamentary organisations" 
were " pointing out the absurdities of Botha's politics". Various 
groupings such as the "ANC and Cosatu" were also * coming out in support 
of the poor workers" • The fact that " more talks were scheduled with 
the ANC" by various constituencies also supported the increasing 
influence of power outside of formal political structures. There was 
more common acknowledgement too that " significant groups of people 
( academics I workers I students I parents) all had a role to play" in 
transforming society. 
(d) Idiosyncratic concerns 
Both raters found a higher frequency of idiosyncratic responses than was 
evident in sections b and c. There was generally only agreement about 
educational and economic matters. Two respondents report that " Blacks 
realizing the need for education" and that the teaching career offers 
"equal salaries for some qualifications" made them feel optimistic about 




that South Africa could maintain " a high level of economic self-
suffiency•, while another felt optimistic about the • improvement of the 
value of the rand against the dollar". The remaining responses all 
convey unconnected themes. Reasons for optimism were found in "Nelson 
Mandela provides inspiration", the "natural beauty of our country•, 
•the fauna and flora of the country•, •my social life•, the "drug scene 
not as bad as UK and USA", and the "commitment of Africans to democracy 
in South Africa. The latter referred particularly to inhabitants of the 
African continent. 
6.1.3.2 Reasons for Optimism according to the Affects Me Group 
(a) Heightened awareness and commitment to change 
Five respondents referred to their reasons for optimism as stemming from 
the "increasing militancy of youth I workers I progressive 
··intellectuals". There was a strong tone of jubilation evident in the 
• perceptions that more constituencies were " becoming organised", that 
there was "more awareness" and a " high level of political understanding 
among oppressed people". A more incisive response reflected the " high 
morale of the fighting masses, particularly the youth". The perception 
that there existed a "preparedness to stand for rights, irrespective of 
accompanying consequences" appeared to inform the response that now 
there were " developments which bring about change and hope for a new 
society". The latter idea could be related to further responses which 
seem to elaborate upon the processes of change and hope. For one 
respondent the n attempt at national reconciliation - the Anti-
Apartheid Conference" (although banned) was indicative of different 
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ideological groupings being prepared to form a national front. Another 
respondent reported that there were *definite moves from sectors and 
classes not defined as oppressed or exploited•, which meant that all of 
society could be transformed. For another respondent, the fact that more 
people were •seeking a relationship with the democratic movement• was an 
•encouraging dynamic•. 
(b) Disintegration of the ruling block 
The *division in the ruling block• was expressed as a reason for 
optimism in a va~iety of ways. The " division in the ruling class• and 
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the fact that the " ruling class was losing control over their power 
base• meant for two respondents that the "unjust government was against 
'the wall* and had to •resort to utter force to control the situation•. 
Furthermore, " pressure from all directions caused the NP regime to show 
signs of panic in certain situations". The "increased isolation of the 
_Botha regime" was the result of • organizational militancy• which 
challenged the regime, and sought linkages with the African National 
Congress instead. Such "talks with the ANC" were perceived to be a " 
threat to the government•, coupled with" support from international 
solidarity". The •recognition and acceptance of the ANC" further 
complicated internal political dynamics and feuled the debate about 
• Apartheid and reform as a solution• to the crisis. 
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(c) Organisational Gains 
The responses in this category ranged from the • organisational 
preparedness of the people• to the n increased participation of white 
people in the struggle for national liberation•. The • growing support 
for people in progressive structures• could quite easily be related to 
the perception that •more people are drawn into organisations who see 
the need to crganise". The • formation of organisations like the UDF 
unifying people• is further elaborated upon by the response that, 
•people, organisations, the ANC are gaining greater hegemony in the 
struggle for democracy and against fascism•. The extent of collective 
organisation meant that npeople will be free•, since the • liberation 
movement is in control of the dynamics of the situation•. There was 
acknowledgement that • Our organisations are weakened but not crushedn 
by the severe restrictive measures of the state, and optimism about the 
.perception that, n non-racialism is being born in non-political 
organisations•. There was also the nrealisation of more people that 
there is no hope under the ·present government•. 
(d) Views of a changed future 
Optimism was generated by the perception that there exists • a general 
desire of society to rid itself of the injustice perpetrated by the 
apartheid system•. This desire was expressed in the foilowing ways : 
•people realizing the mistake of oppressing their neighbours• and the 
•realisation of a role to play in post-apartrheid society". The "will 
and determination• of • people out there prepared ~o do something to 
bring about change• facilitated the discourse of n people who share 
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common views of how they visualise change•. This resulted in a positive 
: • knowing that there are people fighting and working for liberation•. 
6.1.4 Reasons For Pessimism 
Table 6 presents the emergent categories for the reasons the groups 
felt pessimistit:: about the present condition of society : 
Table 6 Reasons for Pessimism 
Unaffected Group Affects Me Group 
(a) Analysis of the present political system 
(x=13 ; y=l7) 
(b) Reactions to escalating 
violence (x=12 ;y=6) 
(c) Attitudes which retard 
the process of change 
(x=B ; y=B) 
(d) Intergroup conflict and 
division (x= 6 ; y=6) 
(x=14 ; y=J:3) 
(b) Attitudes which retard the process 
of change (x= 9 ; y=ll) 
(c) Intergroup conflict and division 
(x=7 ; y=B) 
(d) Reactions to escalating violence 
(x=B ; y=6) 
'6.1.4.1 Reasons for Pessimism from the Unaffected Group 
(a) Analysis of the present political system 
The most common reference in this category was to 'detentions without 
trial• and *the state of Emergency and detentionsw. The • political 
system w was further characterised by • racial segregation and 
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restrictions•, •racial discrimination• and an observation that 
"Apartheid laws never seem to be disintegrating". The "decisions of the 
present regime" indicated " more racist attitudes from the government's 
side", aggravated by the • narrow-mindedness of the rural regions-
whites only•. The power and mobilisation of P.W.Botha's regime• has led 
to the •state co-opting people through welfare organisations• and even 
•government inteference in religious issues•. One response referred to 
the effects of "separate education for different races" as being a 
primary source of pessimism as far as the future of society was 
concerned. 
(b) Reactions to the escalating violence 
The responses which comprised this category fluctuated between two 
extreme positions. On the one hand," non-violence will not liberate 
· anyone •. Negotiations failed when our parents were prepared to talk 
peacefully in the 60's ", while on the other hand, the "escalating 
violence will serve as a frame of reference in the post-Apartheid era•. 
Concern was expressed about the "growing number of bomb attacks• and the 
"killings among our own people". The "blind bloodshed• and •violence on 
both sides" is seen to be symptomatic of a " disregard for the value 
of human life•. Some responses indicated that the "climate of revolution 
.and hatredn could be caused by •radicalism and lack of discipline and 
respect•. 
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(c) Attitudes which retard the process of change 
The eight responses which contributed to this category reflected on the 
"attitudes of some citizens never contributing to changing South 
Africa "· The explanation suggested that such people were "becoming 
complacent with the status quo" and satisfied to "rest on their 
laurels". They had become the victims of the "middle class structures 
created by the government". One of the responses referred especially to 
"Black yuppies becoming class orientated".-The privileges and luxury of 
such a middle class position resulted in a " non-committed or neutral 
group" who have become "smug f complacent". 
In a slightly different vein, the attitudes of "traitors such as 
Hendrickse" was also mentioned. The " tricameral parliament was selling 
their people" since "people assume positions of leadership without being 
elected democratically". Such a "misuse of privileges" made one 
respondent despair that the culprits involved would ever relinquish the 
fringe and material benefits which such positions made possible. 
(d) Intergroup Conflict and Division 
Six responses referred to the "intergroup and racial conflicts" between 
certain groupings. The "division of idealistic views" caused further 
"conflict between different organisations". The historical imbalance in 
terms of power and opportunity afforded to cerain groups was also 
mentioned. That Blacks had been extremely " underprivileged" was cited 
as one of the reasons for the resentment and division within society. 
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6.1.4.2 Reasons for Pessimism from the Affects Me Group 
(a) Analysis of the present political system 
The dominant theme in this category focussed on the various strategies 
that the state utilized in order to preserve its hegemonic location. The 
"States of Emergency entrench repression" and the " government fights 
all attempts at peaceful change". The " methods the state is using" 
further involved " state repression of political organisations" and 
"detentions under false pretences". The "capital punishment meted out at 
political trials" further exacerbated the "repression and its effects on 
people, including organisations". The " October elections proves that 
the government is not interested in real change". It was considered a 
sad reflection on the goodwill of the white voting constituency that the 
Conservative Party emerged as "the official opposition party". 
Three responses made reference to "the government trying to co-opt other 
African countries" and "to get support from them". The "aid given to 
Unita" was also mentioned in this regard. The perception that "material 
conditions and privileges encourage some people to betray us" was 
further highlighted by a related response, but in a totally different 
context - " witnessing black people joining oppressive structures such 
as the police force and the army" • Sheer economic necessity was not 
considered a justifiable reason. The "collaboration of certain churches 
with the state" was also cited as a reason for pessimism. 
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(b) Attitudes which retard the process of change 
The dominant theme in this category focussed upon the "depth to which 
racism has become ingrained". Related notions included " racial tension 
will be a problem in the future", "racial tension - the marks of 
Apartheid will still be with us for a long time", ~the hatred of people 
towards each other", and the "tendencies of intolerance for differences 
which exist between people". The "present educational system had 
sucessfully indoctrinated inadequacies" which perhaps also explains the 
"attempt of white South Africans to protect their own interests". One 
respondent remarked that the difficulty could be located in the 
statement that "change starts within groups themselves". The remoteness 
of this ever occuring within the present context was what engendered 
the pessimism • 
(c) Intergroup Conflict and division 
A sense of despondency was caused by the perceptions that there was 
"division amongst our own people (verdeeldheid in ons eie gemeenskappe). 
Apparently " people were divided amongst themselves" because 
"different strategies to attain the same goal were not coherent enough 
to facilitate unity". Apart from such ideological differences there were 
also different levels of awareness and commitment - " older persons not 
ready to become revolutionary yet - violence excluded" (ouer garde nog 
nie revolusioner wil word nie - geweld uitgesluit) • It was 
"organizationally depressing to see the prevalent factionalism" and the 
•ongoing conflicts between organizations and ethnic groups". The actual 
"balance of forces in the conflict causes depression". Even in 
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conventional politics, there appeared to be "disunity amongst liberals 
in parliamentary politics". 
(d) Reactions to the escalating violence and its effects 
The actual incidences of "violence which has gripped the country since 
September 1984 " is an example of one of the more neutral responses. 
More intensity was evident in responses such as " the high level of 
militarization had caused some people to become indoctrinated", 
"understanding only military solutions to their problems", and the "fact 
that people still had to fight for freedom which is their right". The 
"inevitable violent overthrow of the government was detrimental to both 
groups ", and resulted in what one respondent referred to as the 
" spectre of violence as a means of showing disagreement". The imbalance 
of opposing forces is perhaps best exemplified in " the strengthening of 
forces against people in the townships". 
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6.1.5 Cognitive Representations of Societal Components 
This section attempts to portray the subjective understanding the two 
groups have of the various sociological strata contained within the 
South African context. It has been claimed that this information 
would provide an understanding of both the relative class location 
and descriptive content of the individual, in- and out-group 
components of society, and indicate the constructive dimensions of 
social comparison. The latter is considered to form one of the 
crucial links in demonstrating the relatedness of intra-intergroup 
functioning. 
6.1.5.1 Representations of Society Unaffected Group 
(a) !Las a South African, am .•. 
Eight responses elaborated upon the implications of being "one of the 
oppressed". The full spectrum of possible reactions and emotional 
responses appear to be reflected here. From being "aware that I have 
,an important role to play", dedicated to bring about change", 
"willing to sacrifice", "willing to fight for my rights" and "willing 
to strive toward equality", the reality of being "unable to identify 
with my country" is possibly explained by the perceptions that 
respondents were "longing for an equal situation", "in need of equal 
rights" and "entitled to rights". The dissatisfaction with politics 
(baie ontevrede polities) supports "calling for an end to Apartheid". 
Two respondents claimed to be "a bit uncertain" and "going 
nowhere". Four other respondents reported that they could be 
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described as being •worried, •concerned","frustrated• and "confused". 
Only one person felt very motivated as a black man (baie gemotiveered 
as a swartman) • 
Three respondents describe themselves as being "an individual","a man 
with a rich history• and "proud to be a South African•. Two 
respondents indicated that they were "deeply committed to their 
religion". 
(b) We, as South Africans, are 
The most prominent feature which emerged here concentrated upon a 
group "in a transitional phase, "wanting change• and • striving for 
equal opportunities•. A rather despondent tone was reflected in the 
sentiments that •we are still far from liberation•, •much divided and 
without love for our neighbour•, •too segregated and live worlds 
apart•. The themes of conflict and division were also evident in the 
responses such as ,•not one in name, power, or opportunities •, 
"divided ideologically, culturally, religiously", and "in conflict• 
because of •too many differences•. These perceptions resulted in 
feelings of frustration, unhappiness, confusion and being 
"decisionless• according to another four respondents. 
Perhaps as a consequence of being "deprived of legitimate 
rights•,•oppressed" and "discriminated against" respondents described 
their in-group as •working for unity", •to be one nation and unite•, 
•form a unit which will have to co-operate until Apartheid is 
overthrown• through •carefully and join~ly planning and devising the 
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way forward". 
Three respondents portray a picture of the in - group as being 
•responsible for lifting ourselves out of our unfortunate 
lot", "capable of living together to change the state we are in", and 
"going to live in peace and harmony even though we are poor". 
(c) They as South Africans, are 
Ten responses indicate that the out - group could be characterised by 
descriptions such as •racists", "oppressors", "oppressing others", 
•superior occasionally", "not better than others•, "sometimes 
neglecting", "not really interested i~ the plight and suffering of 
our people". 
A clear distinction is made between the inequitable distribution of 
resources. They are "well off", "better off", "privileged and 
optimistic", "not prepared to share " and "complacent because of 
their wealth" (baie gerusstellend oor rykdom) • 
This did not imply that the out - group was exempted from anxiety. 
One respondent described them as "ill at ease", while another is 
convinced that •they are misleading them~elves". Eight responses 
concentrate upon the dangers of becoming insulated and divorced 
from the harsher realities of oppression. They, as South Africans, 
"should realise the significance of their circumstances", and "be 
prepared to seriously address their roles•. Instead of "trying to 
stay rulers•, "proud and ready to defend themselves", they "must feel 
how it feels to be oppressed". The perception that "they are also 
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trying to change" partly explains the notion that they are also 
" afraid of the future- the unknown" and "confused". 
6.1.5.2 Representations of Society Affects Me Group 
(a) !L as a South African, am 
When compared with the Unaffected Group, this category for the 
Affects Me Group elicited relatively fewer responses. The 
descriptions were also inclined to be more concise and curt. 
The dominant theme which emerged from the descriptions in this 
section, could best be described as the emotional consequences of 
~waging the liberation struggle psychologically and politically", in 
the words of one respondent. Related notions include "proud of being 
part of the struggle", "tired of oppression and want to be free•, 
"hopeful of the future•, "concerned about our situation•, "slightly 
schizophrenic- bound to emerge a liberated and fulfilled being", and 
"confused but at the same time very optimistic". 
The descriptions of the tendency to internalise oppression , 
"exploited, oppressed being", "colonised and economically deprived", 
"underpriviledged" assume greater significance when juxtaposed with 
statements which attest to basic human worth - I, as a South African, 
am ..• "a human being", "a person", and" simply a person•. Two 
respondents indicate that they view themselves as •a patriot" and 
"glad to be South African•. 
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(b) We, as South Africans, are •.. 
Particularly t'vo themes dominate the descriptions in this category. 
The first response refers to the issue of unity. Although we as 
"brothers and sisters" aro ndivided by the ruling block", "we must 
try to unite ourselves". As an "oppressed nation", we are still 
"human beings with integrity and value". We should attempt not to 
"live past each other". This idea is reinforced by the statement that 
we are "different but must try to trust and understand each other in 
order to work peacefully in the right direction", according to one 
respondent. 
Four of the responses, however, focus upon the inherent conflict 
generated by the comparative powerlessness of this group. These are 
reflected in descriptions such as "going to fight until we have our 
freedom", "have a right to freedom", "have a right to decide our 
future", and "going to govern ourselves". 
(c) They, as South Africansr are 
The prominent feature which emerged from the descriptions in this 
category reflects an estranged and oppositional location of the out -
group. Eleven responses refer to the "ruling block_ of oppressors", 
"white minority", "internal coloniser", "racists", "stereotyped 
Afrikaners with a notion of white baaskaap", "dominating", "forcing 
beliefs and customs on us" , and "taking other peoples' rights in 
their own hands". 
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A more tolerant view suggested that they, as South Africans, are 
w concerned but straitjacketed in traditional responses and 
behavioural patterns•. They are also "threatened", the wprivileged 
few" who are trying to whold on to what they have". The inevitable 
impact on material resources and the loss of certain priviledges, 
makes the out-group •reluctant to solve South Africa's problems" . 
As a result this group has become "inh~man• and •verkramp• in the 
words of two rspondents. 
Five responses which emerged in this section proved to be completely 
unexpected for this group. The out-group was described as "striving 
to be free", "determined to be free", "oppressed and exploited 
people", "tired of being lesser citizens" and "divided j 
unrealistic". Closer scrutiny revealed that these five respondents 
had all indicated that they were politically unaffiliated and 
uninvolved. Their understanding of the out- group appears to consider 
facets of the oppressed strata of society, which forms the in- group 
for all the other subjects. 
6.1.6 The Development of Group Profiles 
The most prominent trends from each of the various predetermined 
sections will be drawn together in an attempt to highlight the 
central concerns for the two groups. The themes with a frequency 
count of less than five will not be included in the discussion. 
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6.1.6.1 Group Profile for the Unaffected G~oup 
The most salient concern identified as the major ·task for their 
cohort, revolves around assumina adul!;: status and defining their 
position in life. The challenge of facing the unknown, changing 
context of society is made more complicated since this group feels 
that their particular situation requires a shift away frorr. that of 
the existing adult models. The realisation that ~hey are expected to 
perform roles without having had the opportunity to experiment 
causes some anxiety and a sense of inadequacy. 
In responding to the political situation there is every recognition 
that the political context is complicated and extremely confusing. 
There is the suggestion· that their generational cohort attempt to 
"face and try to solve" these problems, even in the face of forceful 
repression from the authorities and lack of support from elders. The 
most pressing issue, however, centers around whether or not their 
roles are defined in terms of active or passive participation. 
The third emergent category emphasizes the process of creating an 
individual identity. This group indicated that the task of 
obtaining self-knowledge was vitally important. Individuals had to 
develop a sense of self-identity and come to terms with their 
beliefs and values, especially in the face of peer, parental and 
societal pressures and expectations. There appeared to be a strong 
need to distinguish the individual from the collective background 
fabric. 
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Finally, there is consensus that the financial difficulty of 
pursuing a career is a major con~ern for most young people. The need 
for financial independence and future prospects and security is 
clearly expressed. 
The personal issues identified focus firstly upon the difficulty of 
their incumbent roles as students. The actual relevance of their 
education today is being questioned in the light of the disruptive 
nature of the process • Academic boycotts and the present political 
climate appear to affect their performance and perseverance. The 
unenviable position of being financially dependent and unemployed, 
with "little vocational direction" added to the sense of confusion 
and frustration about setting clear goals Dr obtaining a suitable 
career. 
Secondly, the search for meaning in life is further complicated by 
the "great turmoil the world is in", and the many constraints to self 
- actualization. A great deal of energy appears to be devoted to the 
task of resolving inner conflicts for this group. These conflicts 
are apparently related to problems with interpersonal relationships 
and efffective communication. A feeling of inadequacy in social 
settings and communicating with certain sectors are reported to be 
the main concerns here. 
The reasons presented for being optimistic about the future include 
the following factors. The dedication of the majority to bring about 
change has resulted in consciousness-raising experiences and a 
heightened awareness of problems. Optimfsm is further generated by 
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the perception that the attitudes of whites are changing and society 
on the whole is moving away from racial discrimination. This is 
expected to result in psychological liberation ( getting rid of the 
slave mentality ) and the creation of a healthier society which 
accepts the inevitability of change. There appears to be more 
agreement that the process of change will not be a peaceful 
resolution of differences. The fact that those involved in the 
struggle are prepared to risk the consequences supports this 
argument. 
The role of religious institutions and their representatives 
is perceived to be an important contribution to the struggle, one 
which is comparatively unhampered by state interference. There is 
further acknowledgement of the importance of ~ based organisations 
who serve to expose the absurdities of the Botha regime. The 
increasing power and influence of organisations outside of state 
structures is another source of optimism. 
An interesting feature emerged in the generation of responses to this 
question on the schedule. Apart from general agreement on the first 
theme, the second highest frequency score is.located within the 
idiosyncratic category. The subjects in this group clearly have very 
diverse and individualistic reasons for being optimistic about the 
future. 
The reasons given for being pessimistic about the future outweigh the 
reasons for optimism by ten responses. There is also more commonality 
across the themes for this group. The sense of heightened awareness 
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and commitment to change reported in the previous section, should be 
examined against the numerous concerns about the repressive 
strategies of the present political system. The very real constraints 
imposed by the State of Emergency, detentions without trial, racial 
segregation and restrictions, contradicts the feasibility of change 
and renders negligible the commitment to change from other sectors. 
Reactions to the escalating violence fluctuated between two 
positions. The process of peaceful negotiations had not changed the 
status quo in any significant way in the past. On the other hand, the 
violence on both sides, and the disregard for the value of human 
life, is considered to be detrimental for the future post-Apartheid 
era. 
It is further suggested that the complacency and attitudes of the 
"middle class structures created by the government• retard the 
process of change. This is further exacerbated by intergroup and 
racial conflicts caused partially by the historical imbalance of 
power and opportunity bestowed upon certain groups, while others have 
been relatively deprived and exploited. 
The representation of the societal component, !L ~ ~ South African , 
elaborated upon the implications of being a member of the oppressed 
group. On the one hand, there is a sense of assertiveness in the 
claims that individuals have a right to equality and are willing to 
make sacrifices to achieve this. on the other hand, the inability to 
identify with South Africa .as individuals, could be explained by the 
experiences of never having been entitled to equal rights. 
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The most prominent feature which emerged in the category, We, !! 
South Africans, described the in- group as being in a_transitional 
phase, actively pursuing justice but unfortunately still far from 
liberation and wnot one in name, power, or opportunities•. The 
ideological, cultural and religious differences made it extremely 
difficult to be one nation or to unite. Co-operation and joint 
strategising for the future was also made more problematic because of 
these inherent divisions. 
The out-group is.energetically discussed in response to They,!! 
South Africans L are ..• From the descriptive labels of especially 
racists and oppressors, two further refinements are introduced. The 
inequitable distribution of material resources leads to the 
descriptions of the out-group as being wealthier and less prepared 
to share. The comfort and complacency of their positions has made 
the out-group less sensitive to the plight and suffering of others. 
This insulation and estrangement from other realities has resulted in 
a proud and domineering group ready to defend their interests. The 
suggestion that They should be prepared to seriously re-examine the 
significance of their roles and circumstances appears to resonate in 
the insistence that They •must feel how it feels to be oppressed•. 
There are more delicate nuances which imply that the out-group is 
also trying to change and in the process are wary' and afraid of the 
future. 
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6.1.6.2 Group Profile for the Affects Me Group 
The major features which have been identified ~s cohort issues for 
this group, consist of the following 
In responding to the Political situation , a nurr~er of respondents 
suggest that their peers should try to understand the nature of 
struggle and come to terms with political turmoil in society. There 
is hardly any questioning about the assumption that young people are 
compelled to assume responsibilities, debate and resolve issues, 
"long before youth of other countries even speculate about them". The 
most important theme in this section, however, is the quest for 
"national liberationn. A determination to remedy the wrongs of the 
past, the racial and tribal divides and the structures which support 
them, is obvious. There is real concern about how young people could 
most meaningfully be involved, and transformed through the process of 
• rejecting the present system and becoming more empowered~ 
The second major concern highlighted the effects of the· present 
educational system. There appeared to be a clear understanding of 
the narrow socialization process which underpins formal educational 
practices, in favour of the existing status quo. Much of the 
discussion revolved around attending to the transformation of both 
the process and objectives of education , Hto enhance liberation 
rather than oppress further". 
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Personal development within the political context emerged as the 
third theme. The task of "character exploration" is located within 
the activity of clarifying the consequences of political involvement. 
The demands made upon young people as students are weighed against 
more concerted political involverr.ent and commitment. An awareness 
that it is extremely difficult to balance the two roles pervades the 
responses. A number of tensions have to be resolved in choosing to 
purstie an *action strategy". One of these tensions arises from the 
opinion that those at home are unaware of the issues they have to 
confront and grapple with. A more focussed strategy would also 
alienate others not as involved , who come from slightly different 
ideological perspectives. 
The fourth theme develops logically from the previous discussion. ~he 
task of facilitating political involvement is identified as one of 
the issues their cohort should undertake. Youth should not only be 
more actively recruited into oragnisations, but also "developed" once 
they are members. 
The fifth cohort issue revolves around making important decisions 
about the future. Although a sense of uncertainty exists in relation 
to their future roles, youth were advised to become involved in 
activities which would inform their destinies. This did not only 
refer to the educational sphere, as political choices had to be made, 
and the anxiety-provoking possibility of not succeeding in wider 
society also had to be faced. 
The following were considered to be the most important uersonal 
issues for this group. Reflectina on the implications and 
consequences of an.active uolitical life featured most prominently 
here. The exhaustion of those centrally involved in organisations is 
complicated by a number of factors : not everyone is as actively 
involved ; the diverse backgrounds and interests cf members add to 
the confusion about political goals and direction. The impatience and 
rashness of youth ought to be harnessed through educational methods. 
Perhaps this kind of reflective experience would facilitate the 
choice between violence or non - violence as the means of achieving 
political and social goals. 
A closely related theme emerged as the second concern. Youth needed 
to explore alternatives in order to develop a "clear-cut political 
identity". The setting of priorities, defining activist roles and 
resolving guilt feelings of not meeting the expectations set by 
significant others are all incorporated into the sphere for 
.exploration. An additional complication arises from the fact that 
political roles and tasks are fluid and rarely, if ever, clearly 
defined. Rising to each occasion left the incumbents of these roles 
without any benchmarks against which to evaluate their performance, 
or feel supported that they were doing the right thing. 
The destructive effects of Apartheid legislation is the final theme 
which emerged as a personal concern. The most crucial issue appears 
to be the effects of prolonged subjugation to racism and capitalism. 
The divisions, the restrictions, and psxchological consequences of 
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the •forces of repression• are all mentioned and considered. The two 
words, struggle and tensions, underpin most of the responses in this 
category. 
The Affects Me Group identify five themes as reasons for feeling 
optimistic about the nature of present society. The first prominent 
theme revolves around the heightened awareness of the political 
context and commitment to change. The perceptions that political 
understanding and militancy had increased amongst a range of 
constituencies is further reflected in a statement such as the *high 
morale of the fighting masses, particularly the youth•. There 
appeared to be a determination to stand for justice, irrespective of 
the consequences, which instills a sense of hope for the future. The 
possibility of various strata, even the unoppressed, becoming 
transformed into a more democratic society was also envisaged. 
The disintegration of the ruling block was expressed as a reason for 
optimism in a variety of ways. The perception that • organisational 
militancy• had pressurised the Botha regime into resorting to •utter 
force to control the situation• and to retain their power base, 
appears to be the main thrust of the responses in this section. The 
linkages with the African national Congress and international 
solidarity against the existing hegemony, increased the panic within 
the ruling party and reinforced the pending crisis of illegitimacy. 
While the hegemony appears to be crumbling, the growing support for 
progressive structures and the organisational gains of this 
contestational grouping, tilted the balance of power in favour of 
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those striving for democracy. The severe restrictive measures of the 
state had served to weaken, but not crush organisations. Ironically 
enough, these very interventions had raised the consciousness and 
indignation of more people, who then realise the bankruptcy of the 
the present system. 
The process of organising against the system had inspired views of a 
changed future. The ngeneral desire of society to rid itself of the 
injustices perpetrated by the apartheid systemn suggests a radical 
shift in existing social arrangements. Certain groupings realising 
the mistake of oppressing their neighbours, and visualising different 
roles for a post-Apartheid situation, are all indicative of an 
adjustment to more consensually validated and appropriate social 
relations. 
The most important causes of pessimism about the present condition of 
society, focussed upon the various strategies which the state 
utilized in order to preserve its hegemony. The reality that a number 
of people were still victims of the existing order, in terms of 
economic dependence and the legal constraints imposed by the State of 
Emergency, further repression and co-option into the system, all 
contributed to the negative descriptions of society. There were still 
enough vested interests for a number of people to maintain the status 
quo and obstruct attempts at meaningful change. 
The attitudes which retard the process of change are described as the 
direct outcome of an unfortunate legacy of the political distortion 
of society. The consequences of Apartheid-racial tensions, 
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intolerance of differences between people, and the depth to which 
racism has become ingrained - are presented as the root causes of 
hardened attitudes. The indoctrination of inadequacies for some 
groups needs to be addressed in the light of the attempts of others 
to protect their own interests and to ignore a more just 
distribution of resources. 
For this group, the concept of intergroup conflict and division 
refers to more than merely conflict between in- and out- groups. The 
various groups mentioned are differentiated according to the 
criteria of ethnicity,·organisational affiliation, political 
ideologies and different cohorts. There is much concern·about the 
internal conflict namongst our own people* because of the different 
interpretations of how to achieve a just society. 
The detrimental implications of the prevalent violence is highlight.ed , 
in the theme entitled , reactions !£ the escalating violence and its 
effects. The imbalance of power between opposing forces and the 
tendency to resort to both institutional violence and counter -
violence, is considered to be destructive for all parties concerned. 
The dile~~a of abandoning the fight for freedom and seeking more 
peaceful alternatives remains unresolved to some extent. There is 
definitely a bias in favour of not falling prey to the strategy of 
negotiations, which have proved to be unsuccessful in the past. 
When the Affects Me Group describe themselves as South Africans, !L 
as a South African, am .•• ,they immediately resort to the emotional 
consequences of waging the liberation struggle. Although the system 
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has exploited, colonialised and economically deprived these 
individuals, their responses attest to their determination to 
categorise themselves simply as people, patriots and glad to be South 
African too. 
The category, We, ~ South Africans , generated especially two 
themes. The ~uest for unity in the face of historical division and 
mistrust emerges as the first theme. The vulnerability to succumb to 
the political categorisations may result in alienation and 
estrangement from each other. The second theme refers to the 
dissatisfaction and resentment caused by the relative powerlessness 
of the group. Descriptions aimed at redressing the situation include 
fighting for freedom, the right to decision-making for the future 
and the rejection of the present government in favour of one which is 
more representative of the people. 
They, ~ South Africans , are described from a position of 
estrangement. As the" ruling block of oppressors", the "white 
minority" has forced its ideology upon the less powerful. Domination 
is defined as a reciprocal process which contaminates both the 
criminal and the victim. They, are therefore threatened by the 
likelihood of having to adjust to less material comfort and the loss 
of certain privileges. Resisting this transformation to protect 
their interests instead, has made the out-group inhuman and 
verkramp • 
Table 7 presents a summary of the dominant themes which have emerged 
from the group profiles : 
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Table 2 : Dominant Themes from the Group Profiles 
Unaffected Group Affects Me GrauE 
Cohort Issues 
assuming adult status and 
defining position in life 
active/passive participation 
creating individual identity 
financial difficulty 
responses to political situation 
quest for national liberation 
effects of educational system 
character exploration within political 
context 
facilitating political involvement 






reflections of active political life 
explore alternatives for developing 
political identity 
effects of Apartheid legislation 
Reasons for Optimism 
heightened awareness of political context 
significance of mass-based disintegration of ruling block 
organisations organisational gains of progressive 
diverse idiosyncratic structures 
reasons 
Reasons 
repressive state strategies 
reactions to escalating 
violence 
views of a changed and just future 
for Pessimism 
attitudes which retard change 
state strategies to preserve hegemony 
attitudes which retard change 
intergroup conflict and division 
reactions to escalating violence 
Societal Categorizations 
!L as ~ South African, am 
member of oppressed group emotional consequences of waging 
right to equality I willing liberation struggle 
to sacrifice for freedom 
We, as 
in transitional phase 
pursuing justice but far 
liberation 
South Africans, are 
quest for unity in face of division 
from and mistrust 
They, ~ 
racist oppressors 
wealthier, less prepared to 
share 
·insulated and estranged 
dissatisfaction and resentment at 
relative powerlessness of group 
South Africans, ~ 
oppressive white minority 
threatened by loss of material 
comfort and privileges 
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6.2 Quantitative Analysis 
This phase of the study attempts to communicate the results from 
the statistical analyses of the consensus grids for both the 
politically afffiliated and active (Polaf), and the unaffiliated 
and politically inactive (Unaf) groups • The detailed information 
appears in Appendices E and D respectively. We are reminded that 
the Repertory Grid Technique is essentially a descriptive method 
( Dawes et al, 1987 ) which enables the researcher to depict the 
complex psychological processes through which the participants 
orient themselves in the social world. The crucial functions of 
these processes are to structure and interpret reality in ways that 
enable the person to make valid predictions of future possibilities 
{ Newman, 1966; Hayden, 1983; Fransella et al, 1977; Fransella, 
1983; Bannister, 1977; Beail, 1985; Button, 1985 ). 
An exploration of the construct systems of the two groups provided 
the information about the extent to which these youth are 
engaged knowingly in the political discourses which impinge on 
their development. Their choice to affiliate .and become politically 
active presupposes a politicized group consciousness. Those who 
have chosen not to engage in political structures may indicate some 
measure of group identification. They are not, however, expected to 
advocate for the rights and interests of their group in an explicit 
manner. 
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In order to answer the first part of the second research question, 
about how the sample construes the nature of a divided society from 
different ideological positions, specific information has been 
selected from the comprehensive data generatred by the Ing~id 
programme. A brief examination of the salience of the elements 
within the construct systems is further elaborated upon by a 
psychological interpretation of the first two components, derived 
from the principal components analysis of the two consensus grids. 
The underlying structural patterns are then analysed in greater 
detail through an examination of the construct / element 
correlations, as provided by the cosine values. 
The second part_of the research question refers to patterns of 
identification with the chosen political images. In order to 
present both the idealistic and contra-identification patterns , 
all -the degrees of association between the various pairs of 
elements will be considered. The identity plots for the two groups 
will be graphically presented according to the model described by 
Norris et al (1977) . Reference will also be made to their 
suggested operational definitions for the interpretation of the 
identity plots. 
To facilitate the discussion, the elements and constructs used in 
this study are presented 
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( 1) Elements 
E1 UWC Student body 
E2 Myself, as I am now - Actual Self 
E3 Myself, as I would like to be - !deal Self 
E4 ANC - African National Congress 
ES P.W.Botha - Leader of the ruling National Party 
E6 PFP - Progressive Federal Party 
E7 Hendrickse - Leader of the House of Representatives 
EB Cosatu - Congress of South African Trade Unions 
( 2) Constructs 
Negative Pole 
1. removing only certain 
obstacles to opportunities 
2. powerful and advantaged 
3. cultural differences make 
it impossible to live 
together 
4. fight to keep resources 
s. revolutionary 
6. responsible for the mess 






enough cultural similarity 
to make living together 
possible 
able to share resources 
resolve differences 
peacefully 
attempting to change 
the mess the country is in 
6.2.1 Constructions of the conflictual nature of society 
The constructs had originally been selected because of their 
potential to elicit understandings of the conflictual nature of 
some agents active in the political arena. Inherent in their 
formulation are descriptions of how social change could be brought 
about and the perceptions of who is deemed to be more powerful in 
relation to future arrangements. An att~mpt has also been made to 
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capture some of the concerns from the qualitative phase , 
particularly whether or not the groups opt for radical or reformist 
modes of social change and the extent to which they perceive 
certain poltical groupings as having similar intentions to their 
own • 
The values of the Sums of Squares give an indication of the 
relative importance of the elements in relation to the two 
measures of self, E2 (actual self) and E3 (the ideal self). An 
examination of the total variation further provides an indication 
of whether the relationship is positive or negative. Table 8 
presents the actual ranking of the elements based on their 
respective Sums of Squares : 
Table 8 Ranked positions of elements based on Sums of Squares 
Unaf Polaf 
Position Element 
1. 5 (P.W.Botha) 5 (P.W.Botha) 
2. 3 (Ideal Self) 7 (Hendrickse) 
3. 4 (ANC) 3 (Ideal Self) 
4. 8 (Cosatu) 8 (Cosatu) 
5. 7 (Hendrickse) 6 (PFP) 
6. 1 (UWC Student Body) 4 (ANC) 
7. 2 (Actual Self) 2 (Actual Self) 
8. 6 (PFP) 1 (UWC Student Body) 
Element 5 (P.W.Botha) assumes a significant position in both 
rankings and is considered to be similar to Hendrickse (E7) and 
the PFP (E6) for both groups. The positions of E8 (Cosatu) and E2 
(Actual Self) are the only other similar rankings. If we pair 
elements which have been rated in similar ways - percentages of 
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the variation attributed to it and whether or not the totals are 
positive or negative - certain interesting patterns become 
evident. In descending order, the Unaf group consider their ideal 
selves (E3) to be more significant than the ANC (E4) and Cosatu 
(E8). Another positive relationship exists between E1 (UWC 
student body) and E2 (actual self). For the Polaf group E3 (ideal 
self) and E8 (Cosatu) are positively associated, while E4 (ANC) 
and E2 (actual self) form another pair. E1 (UWC student body) does 
not appear to be closely associated with any of the other pairs • 
An examination of the first two components of the Principal 
Components Analysis is claimed to provide an understanding of the 
underlying nature of the collective construct systems for the two 
groups. Table 9 presents the latent roots and observed percentages 













































The first two components have remarkably large roots for both 
groups, accounting for 90.6% (Unaf) and 94.7% (Polaf) of the 
observed variation. In comparison, the differential loadings on 
the other components are proportionally very much smaller. From 
Table 5 , it is worth noting that the first component of the Polaf 
group dominates the whole scale, accounting for 86.8% of the total 
variation. Slater ( 1972; 1977 ) has argued that certain elements, 
by their preeminence, are not only capable of influencing the 
direction of the axis, but also set the trend for the manner in 
which the other elements will be measured. It is evident that 
element 5 (P.W.Botha), the symbolic representation of the existing 
hegemony , plays an important and pivotal role in relation to how 
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the other elements have been evaluated on the constructs • 
According to ChetW)•nd (1977), an analysis of the explanation power 
of the total variation of the first component could be considered 
to be an inverse measure of cognitive complexity. The domination 
of the first component indicates a style of tight construing 
( Slater, 1972 ) which is usually associated with a cognitively 
simple system. It appears as if the Polaf group construe reality 
from a more focussed perspective and interpret their circumstances 
in a very specific manner. There appears to be slightly more 
diversity and elaborative construing in the underlying pattern of 
the Unaf construct system: Here the first component accounts for 
64,4% and the second component for 26.2% of the variation • 
An examination of the most prominent descriptions of the first two 
components is intended to highlight more substantive information 
about the basic characteristics of the construct systems for the 
two groups . The loadings of the elements and constructs on the 
first two components are provided in Table 9a 
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Table 9a Loadings of the elements and constructs on the first 
two components for Unaf and Polaf -------
Unaf Polaf 
Elements Components 
1 2 1 2 
1 .0701 -1.3557 -1.0790 .1556 
2 .8719 .8617 -2.4696 .1109 
3 2.2155 2.0105 -3.3494 -1.5261 
4 .5832 -2.4278 -2.9341 .3376 
5 -4.4151 .6239 6.7489 -1.0286 
6 -.2625 .6640 2.6567 1. 0286 
7 -1.4133 -.0317 3.8316 1.6448 
8 2.3500 -.3449 -3.4051 .0835 
Constructs Components 
1 2 1 2 
1 3.3028 .2859 -5.2977 -.2972 
2 1. 6075 -1.7700 -1.0355 2.2826 
3 2.3695 .1292 -4.6453 .5628 
4 -1.7933 -1.1663 -4.1890 -.1875 
5 .8212 2.8429 1. 6926 1. 9883 
6 3.1778 -.8909 -5.9027 .1266 
The first component for the Unaf group is described by the 
following relationships. E5 (Botha) and to a lesser degree E7 
(Hendrickse) are considered to be best described by the negative 
pole of construct 4 - fighting to keep resources. E3 (ideal) and E8 
(Cosatu) are associated with the positive poles of constructs 1 
(creating equal opportunities) and 6 (attempting to change the mess 
the country is in). The second component describes E4 (ANC) and E1 
(UWC student body) as powerful and advantaged ( negative pole of 
construct 2) and fighting to keep resources ( negative pole of 
construct 4) . 
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The tightness of the first comoonent for the Polaf group is 
further explained by the fact that five elements are clustered in 
relation to the negative poles of four constructs. Cosatu (ES), 
Ideal Self (E3), ANC (E4) , Actual Self (E2) and UWC student body 
(El) are all described as having to take responsibility for the 
mess the country is in (construct 6) , removing only certain 
obstacles to opportunities (construct 1) , believing that cultural 
differences make it impossible to live together ( construct 3) and 
fighting to keep resources ( construct 4). 
An unexpected feature which emerged as a slightly less important 
·relationship , associated P.W.Botha (E5), Hendrickse (E7) and the 
PFP (E 6) with the negative poles of construct 5 - revolutionary, 
and to a lesser degree, with construct 2 - powerful and advantaged. 
The second· component describes elements 6 (Hendrickse) and 7 (PFP) 
as being both victimized and underprivileged (positive pole of 
construct 2). This implies that they rank lower down on the power 
differential. They are also described as revolutionary (positive 
pole of construct 5). The construction of this pole, 
revolutionary, will be referred to again later. Elements 3 (Ideal 
self) and 5 (P.W.Botha) also feature here, and are associated with 
removing only certain obstacles to opportunities. Apparently this 
association of the ideal self (E3) with Both~ (E5) could refer to. 
the aspiration to occupy a similar dominant and powerful position. 
Table 10 presents the directional cosines between all the 
constructs and elements. These are expressed as the mathematical 
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equivalents of correlations . This information will provide the 
opportunity to analyse in more det.ail .where commonality or 
differenes are evident between the two groups. The value of 0.50 
was chosen as the significant cut-off point to reveal the most 
prominent element I construct interactions ( Slater, 1977; Dawes et 
al, 1987 ), irrespective of whether the values are positive or 
negative. In each case the values for the Unaf Group are listed 
first, with the values for the Polaf Group directly beneath. 
Negative scores are considered to reflect the left-hand side of the 
construct and positive values the opposite side. 
Table 10 Correlations between Elements and Constructs for both 
Unaf and Polaf ----
Element 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Construct 
1 Unaf .098 .509 .779 .193 -.912 -.357 -.855 .930 
Polaf .850 .894 .892 .950 -.939 -.833 -.908 .981 
2 Unaf .472 .265 -.174 .606 -.708 -.483 -.199 .718 
Polaf .496 .471 -.153 .525 -.507 -.275 .017 .446 
3 Unaf -.086 .577 .720 .195 -.950 -.304 -.748 .934 
Polaf .852 .934 .832 .925 -.979 -.726 -.840 .937 
4 Unaf .399 -.830 -.908 .341 .752 -.215 .690 -. 724 
Polaf .897 .927 .876 .967 -.947 -.842 -.922 .982 
5 Unaf -.764 .840 .689 -.875 -.166 .766 -.131 .151 
Polaf -.490 -.622 -.579 -.552 .322 ~898 .727 -.600 
6 Unaf .400 .335 .525 .452 -.935 -.469 -.883 .866 
Polaf .938 .920 .846 .966 -.961 -.778 -.911 .963 
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The most striking feature to emerge from Table 10 is the tendency 
for both groups to associate their actual (E2) and ideal selves 
(E3) with Cosatu {ES) ; wheras the Polaf group tend to go further 
and include the ANC (E4) and uwc student body (El) in their 
association. 
On construct 1, the Unaf group perceives the self (E2), the ideal 
self (E3) and Cosatu (ES) as attempting to create equal 
opportunities. The Polaf group agrees and includes both the ANC 
(E4) and UWC (El) in this description. Both groups also describe 
Botha (ES) and Hendrickse (E7) as intent on removing only certain 
obstacles to opportunities. The Polaf group include the PFP (E6) 
in the latter desciption, whereas the Unaf group see UWC (El) as 
also only removing' certain obstacles . The second construct 
elicited relatively uncomplicated responses. For Una£, both the ANC 
(E4) and Cosatu (ES) are described as being victimized and 
underprivileged , whereas the Polaf group perceives only the ANC 
(E4) as being the underdog. Both groups consider P.W.Botha (ES) to 
be powerful and advantaged. An interesting feature which emerges 
here is that neither of the groups rate their actual (E2) or ideal 
selves (E3) on this dimension. It is suggested that the 
combinations of the two adjectives may have been responsible. It is 
mo~e than likely, as implied in the qualitative findings, that the 
Polaf group ~or instance, may see themselves as powerful but not 
advantaged, as victimized but not underprivileged. The Unaf group 
may have responded more readily to a description such as 
disadvantaged and underprivileged. 
On construct 3, the same clusters for both groups are evident. The 
self (E2), ideal (E3) and Cosatu (E8) are described by Unaf as 
believing that there is enough cultural similarity to make living 
together possible. The Polaf group adds the ANC (E4) and (E1) to 
the latter description. Unlike their response to the negative pole 
of construct 1, only Botha (ES) and Hendrickse (E7) are described 
as believing that cultural differences would make it impossible to 
live together. Similarly to construct 1, the Polaf group associate 
Botha (ES), Hendrickse (E7) and the PFP (E6) as attaching more 
importance ·to cultural differences. 
There is evidently a different pattern which emerges for construct 
4. For the Unaf group, the self (E2), ideal self (E3) and Cosatu 
(E8) are described as fighting to keep resources while Botha (ES) 
and Hendrickse (E7) are seen as able to share resources. The Polaf 
group appear to think that Botha (ES), Hendrickse (E7) and the PFP 
(E6) are fighting to keep resources while the ~we student body 
(E1), self (E2), ideal self (E3) , the ANC (E4) and Cosatu (E8) are 
prepared to share resources. A possible explanation, implied by the 
societal categorisations of the qualitative phase, could be that 
both groups see ES (Botha) and E7 (Hendrickse) as being more 
affluent materially , but differ fundamentally in respect to the 
redistribution of the resources and who decides to initiate the 
process of levelling. It is hardly likely that the Unaf group see 
themselves as fighting to obtain resources. A more appropriate 
interpretation would be that they are struggling to survive. The 
Polaf group appear to suggest that their collective is best 
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described as being able to share resources, clearly locating the 
extra-parliamentary groupings in opposition to the hegemony. 
Construct 5 again highlights the peculiar evaluation the Unaf group 
makes of the owe student body (El). Both Eland the ANC (E4) are 
described as being revolutionary whereas they perceive themselves 
now (E2) and in the future (E3), together with the PFP (E6) as 
trying to resolve differences peacefully. The Polaf group describes 
themselves (E2), Cosatu (E8), their ideal selves (E3) and the ANC 
(E4) as being revolutionary , while the PFP (E6) and Hendrickse 
(E7) are seen as trying to resolve differences peacefully. There 
are obviously very different interpretations of the concept 
revolutionary for _the two groups, and some confusion in how to 
respond. This is further evident from the observation that this is 
the only construct which does not incorporate P.W.Botha (ES). 
Another significant feature which emerges, even from the 
uncertainty of how to construe •revolutionary •, is the fact that 
the groups understand revolutionary activity to be taking place at 
very different levels of interaction. The Unaf group considers the 
exosystem to reflect such an engagement, while the Polaf group 
describes this at a macro-structural level. An earlier observation 
with regard to the connotations of violence and radicalism in 
connection to the participants' understanding of violence, may have 
influenced the ratings on this particular construct. 
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Finally, the Unaf group consider P.W.Botha (ES) and Hendrickse (E7) 
to be responsible for the mess the country is in , while Cosatu 
(E8) and their ideal selves (E3) are attempting to change the mess 
that the country is in. For the Polaf group the hegemony versus 
the counter-ideology pattern is again evident. Botha (ES), 
Hendrickse (E7} and the PFP (E6) are responsible for the mess the 
country is in while all the other elements are attempting to 
change the mess that the country finds itself in. This information 
apparently contradicts the interpretation of the first component 
from the Principal components Analysis discussed earlier. The 
dilemma, according to Billig et al (1988 ) could be explained not 
as a contradiction , but as an unresolvable issue which cannot be 
separated. Although the major political actors are held acountable 
for the present condition of the country, the Polaf grbup quite 
accurately realize that their involvement in the political arena 
would require that they share responsibilty for the consequences 
The foregoing discussion provides a meaningful background for the 
next section, which presents the patterns of identification with 
the groups display with these political actors. 
6.2.2 Patterns of Identification 
The identity plots for both groups were drawn according to the 
method outlined by Norris et al (1977) . The element distances 
presented in Table 7 reflect the distances of all the elements 
from the actual self (E2) and the ideal self (E3) for the two 
groups. The visual representation of where the participants locate 
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themselves in relation to the · political images is claimed to 
provide an understanding of how the two groups have construed the 
political agendas and intentions of the various political actors. 
Table 11 Element Distances 
·Elements Unaf Polaf 
E2 E3 E2 E3 
1 .69S 1.090 .287 .sse 
2 0 .679 0 .4SS 
3 .679 0 .4SS 0 
4 .947 1.243 .193 .450 
s 1.430 1.77S 1.600 1. 738 
6 .336 .823 .9SS 1.113 
7 .661 1.19S 1.111 1.3S2 
8 .S39 .728 .241 .402 












Except for ES (P.W.Botha) which is considered to be extremely 
unlike both their actual and ideal selves, the elements are fairly 
dispersed and do not display any meaningfully close clusters. The 
PFP (E6) is perceived to be the closest to their actual selves, 
with Cosatu (E8) rated next~ This group considers itself to be 
rather indifferent to.the ANC (E4), Hendrickse {E7) and the UWC 
student body (El). They have also placed Cosatu (E8) and the PFP 
(E6) closer together than any of the other elements in relation to 
their self images. 
Figure 2 presents the graphical representation of the element 
distances for the Polaf group : 
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From figure 2 it is evident that strikingly different patterns of 
identification emerge for the two groups. ES (P.W.Botha) is also 
displayed as an outlier and completely unlike their actual (E2) and 
ideal (E3) selves. This group has positioned their actual selves 
(E2) even further away from P.W.Botha (ES). Hendrickse (E7) is also 
located in the same quadrant , but less strongly so. There are more 
ambivalent feelings about the PFP (E6), who are located 
indifferently, although on the same axis as the other two • There 
are markedly stronger personal identification links with the ANC 
(E4) and Cosatu (E8), and to a slightly lesser degree with the UWC 
student body (El). There is also more congruence between the actual 
Q 
(E2) and ideal self (E3) for this group. 
Figure 3 graphically presents the combined identity plots for the 
two groups : 
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According to the guidelines stipulated by Norris et al (1977), 
both groups just meet the criteria for self convergence. The Unaf 
group tends to display a pattern of social alienation as far as 
their ideal selves are concerned. The only element less than 0.8 is 
Cosatu (ES). This pattern of identification is unusual,· as the 
qualitative findings have suggested that the group takes upward 
mobility and exit from their circumstances very seriously • 
They apparently construe the workers not as a political entity, 
but rather as symbolic of their class status, or more likely, that 
of their parents and relatives ? They have also indicated that 
ideally (E3) they would see themselves becoming more involved with 
*attempting to change the mess the country is in *. This suppports 
their earlier responses of being ambivalent about entry into 
politics and yet being as concerned about the situation. 
For the Polaf group, Cosatu (E8), the ANC (E4) and the UWC student 
body (El) form a supportive network as far as both their actual and 
ideal selves are concerned. Tajfel ( 1981 ; 1982 ) has argued in 
this regard that one of the major tasks for the individual is to 
find or create a niche in the currently existing networks. Such 
group membership provides a variety of social interpretations for 
the individual. The Polaf group see at least three of the 
political actors as possible sources of information and providing 




7.1 A Synthesis of the Qualitative and Quantitative Findings 
Empirically, the aims of this study have been to provide both 
qualitative and quantitative data to depict the process of identity 
redefinition in a sample of oppressed youth. It has been argued 
that the social arrangements of the South African context 
provide a particularly fitting environment for examining how 
young people deal with the psychosocial effects of oppression and 
the choices they make regarding their imposed identity and 
political prospects for the future. 
A critical examination of the most prominent conceptual categories 
from the group profiles suggests that the levels of consciousness, 
as operationalised through personal or systemic causal attribution, 
do significantly affect the manner in which reality is construed. 
There are differences between the themes which have emerged, and 
even where they appear similar semantically, the discourse 
indicates that the groups have opted for divergent responses to 
the structural inequalities inherent in the system ( refer to 
diagram 1 in this regard). 
The fact that the dominant ideology has been instrumental in 
determining the major content of their concerns is evident from the 
observation that the most prominent common theme identified as a 
cohort issue for the two groups is their response to the political 
situation. Tajfel ( 1981 ) has argued in this connection that most 
victims of repression would in varying degrees, support processes 
of " objective " social change which they hope would lead to an 
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improvement in their circumstances. The Unaffected Group find the 
political context confusing and contoversial , but realise that 
they would have to face it nonetheless. There is every awareness 
of the structural constraints imposed by the authorities, and the 
lack of support from elders. These considerations further 
complicate the decision about whether or not to be activiely 
involved in political tasks. This group appears to be debating the 
risks involved in entering politics from an objective and marginal 
position. 
The Affects Me Group , on the other hand, appear to argue from a 
base of political consciousness located within the struggle. For 
them, their peers should try to come to terms with the nature of 
political turmoil and struggle, and consider the most meaningful 
ways of achieving " national liberation". This group claims to 
have taken on issues and responsibilities " long before youth of 
other countries even speculate about them 
between the groups ends here. 
" The commonality 
The Unaffected Group further present concerns very much in keeping 
with those generally proposed by mainstream developmental 
theorists such as Erikson 1963 ; 1968 ), Marcia ( 1966 
1976 ) , Coleman ( 1980 ) and Baumeister ( 1986 ). Defining their 
positions in life through assuming adult status and creating a 
personal identity are indicated as the major tasks confronting 
their cohort. There is hardly any reference to a collective or 
social identity for the group, except perhaps in the concern that 
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their positions have shifted from that of their adult models and 
family contexts. The challenges of facing an unknown and changing 
future causes some anxiety, in the Kellian sense of the word, 
since there are few opportunities to experiment with various roles, 
or to examine them in comparison with more appropriate models. 
Financial constraints further complicate the possibility of 
pursuing a career which guarantees future stability, upward 
mobilty and independence. 
None of these traditional developmental tasks are reflected in the 
agenda of the Affects Me Group. The group claims that there is 
n little time for personal development n and attempt to explore 
and create their characters within other contexts. Challenging 
the norms and values inculcated through the educational system 
ranks highly amongst their priorities. They insist that their 
cohort transform educational practices and enhance liberatory 
methods instead, in order to redress the socialization effects of 
n dehumanization n in support of the status quo. Facilitating 
political involvement and the difficult task of recruiting 
uninvolved youth are cited as other priorities. This confirms the 
sugggestion from the literature that activists would seek to find 
legitimation for their efforts • When this group considers its 
future, they do not include financial problems, but focus instead 
upon the important decisions which would have to be made , and 
involvement in activities which would pave their future 
destinies. The decisions and activities all have political 
implications and are thought to be quite different to the demands 
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and requirements for success, expected from the present society. 
Irrespective of the paths they have chosen, both groups demonstrate 
a certain deg~ee of conflict at a very personal level. Various 
authors have argued that a more critical study of the dynamics of 
identity representations would challenge the monolithic and 
homogeneousdescription of society ( Keniston, 1971 ; Zavalloni, 
1972 ; Muuss, 1980). The experiences of both groups appear to be 
. 
contributing to the conflictual demands of opposing interests 
rather than adaptation and integration to the existing social 
system. 
The personal issues identified by the Unaffected Group are also 
indicative of more mainstream psychological tasks. Academic and 
student status issues are prioritised. The relevance of education 
is questioned in the height of the disruptive political climate 
which creates a sense of confusion in relation to seting goals and 
achieving them. '!'his perhaps explains why they do not identify 
closely with their student body, as demonstrated in the identity 
plot of the quantitative anlysis. They perceive the uwc student 
body as being revolutionary and intent on removing only certain 
obstacles to opportunities. There is evidence of an external locus 
of control for this group. This notion is further reflected in the 
search for meaning in life " which is characterised by • the 
great turmoil the world is in " and the numerous constraints 
placed in the path of self-actualization. Interpersonal 
? 
relationships are affected and participants report a sense of 
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inadequacy in social skills. 
The most striking difference in comparison with the Affects Me 
Group, is that the latter's search for meaning in life involves 
exploring alternatives in order to create clear political 
identities. The setting of priorities, defining activist roles 
and resolving guilt feelings of not conforming to the expectations 
of significant others, are all considered to inform this process. 
The absence of role models and reliable role descriptions 
further complicates matters. It is of note that the Unaffected 
Group raised a similar concern as a cohort issue earlier. 
Another significant difference is the focus of this group upon 
role experimentation in favour of personal development. The most 
prominant personal issue which emerged revolves around the 
reflections on active political life. Personal considerations are 
described within the context of organizational problems such as 
burnout, the diverse interests and backgrounds of members, the 
different levels of commitment and unclarity about political goals 
and direction. The impatience and impulsiveness of youth is related 
to whether violence or more peaceful strategies are resorted to as 
the vehicle of change. In contrast to the interpersonal and 
communication problems reported by the Unaffected Group, the 
Affects Me Group attribute the divisions, tribal tensions and 
racial barriers to the effects of Apartheid legislation and the 
psychological consequences of prolonged subjugation. There are 
obviously marked differences in the salience of personal and social 
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identity between the two groups. The Affects Me Group appear to 
have located themselves to the extreme right of the continuum 
proposed in diagram 1 ( see page 81). From such an intergroup 
position it is expected that they would opt for a more radical 
restructuring of society than do the Unaffected Group. 
The dominant reason presented for optimism about the present 
condition of society for both groups is captured in the theme 
of heightened awareness and commitment to change. The similarity 
ends right there. The Unaffected Group refers to the abstract 
notions of psychological liberation and an ideological shift in 
perceptions away from racial discrimination to a healthier society 
which accepts the inevitability of change. The conflictual nature 
of change is debated in opposition to a more peacefully negotiaited 
settlement. Their concern for the sustenance of society becomes 
quite evident here. 
The Affects Me Group do not refer to those involved in the 
struggle, but appear to speak more of themselves. For them the 
heightened awareness is concretised as " political understanding" 
and the increased " militancy" evident in a range of 
constituencies, particularly that of the youth. The determination 
to stand for justice which was gaining ground even amongst those 
not considered to be oppressed, reinforced the sense that society 
was in the process of transformation into a more just and 
democratic one. 
182 
The. Unaffected Group report that religious institutions and their 
representatives contribute meaningfully to change, as does the mass 
based organizations. Both serve to expose the absurdities of the 
Botha regime. The increasing power and influence of extra-
parliamentary forces is another source of optimism. There 
appears to be wholehearted support from the group for these 
phenomena, but from a rather distant and objective position. The 
higher incidence of idiosyncratic responses supports the argument 
that this group does not see itself as being organically part of 
the transformation of society. They are better placed to 
accurately diagnose and to observe particular trends from a 
marginal and liberal-reformist position. 
The affirmative and assertive discourse of the Affects Me Group 
indicates a more integrated position. Their analysis of the 
disintegration of the ruling block is related to the pressures of 
organizational militancy, linkages with the African National 
Congress and international support against the existing hegemony. 
The more systemic analysis of power relations and the effects of 
plannned coercion explains why, for this group, the ruling block 
had become more illegitimate and forced to drastic measures to 
control the situation and retain their power base. Very similar 
theories had been proposed by Clarke et -al (1981) and Bundy (198Gb) 
in their analysis of the conflict which characterises a rigidly 
stratified and polarized society. The crumbling hegemony is further 
threatened by the growing support for progressive structures and 
organizational gains, ironically brought about by the severe 
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restrictive measures of the state. The changing consciousness and 
indignation of more people had inspired views of a changed future. 
Society is perceived as being intent upon ridding itself of the 
injustices perpetrated by the system, and had begun to visualise 
different roles for a post-Apatheid era. 
The dominant reason cited for pessimism about the present condition 
of society for both groups revolved around the repressive measures 
used by the state to preserve its hegemony. The very real 
structural constraints made the Unaffected Group feel pessimistic 
about the possibility of change and the impact that this would 
have on the commitment to bringing about change. The Affects Me 
Group elaborate upon this theme. The fact that a number of people 
were still victims of the existing order, and had enough vested 
interests to maintain the status quo, made them feel pessimistic 
about the viability of a changed future. 
A second common theme which emerged was the reaction to the 
escalating violence and its effects. Both groups were concerned 
about the destructiveness and future implications of both 
institutional and counter-violence. They also admit that the 
strategy of peacefully negotiating in the past had not borne any 
fruit. While the Unaffected Group refers to the " disregard for the 
value of human life w and the long term implications of violence, 
the Affects Me Group considers the dilemma of abandoning the fight 
for freedom, and the more immediate , for them , inevitable 
overthrow of the regime. There is an obvious distinction in the 
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conceptualization'of the value of human life between the two 
groups, reflected in the suggestions about how the basic worth of 
human rights ought to be ensured. 
The attitudes which retard the process of change is another 
commmon theme. The Unaffected Group presents a class analysis of 
attitudes which would obstruct change. The unenviable traits of a 
middle class location - complacency, luxury, comfort and the 
material benefits of collaborating with the state and capitalist 
industry - are all cited as root causes. Intergroup and racial 
conflicts are perceived to be the direct result of this historical 
imbalance of power and unjust distribution of resources. This 
further supports the notion that this group considers upward 
mobiltity to be an important issue. 
The Affects Me Group presents a more psychological interpretation 
based upon the legacy of the political distortion of society. They 
refer to the extent to which racism has become ingrained, the 
tensions and scars of Apartheid - the intolerance, hatred and 
indoctrination of inadequacies. Only oblique reference is made to 
the attempts of others to protect their own interests and to resist 
a more equitable distribution of resources. The assumption that a 
radical reorganisation of class interests is inevitable perhaps 
begins to explain their preoccupation with more fundamentally 
changing peoples' attitudes. They further define the phenomena of 
intergroup conflict and division more comprehensively than do the 
Unaffected Group. Criteria such as ethnicity, organisational 
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affiliation, political ideology and the differing perceptions of 
various cohorts are all mentioned. Internal conflict, * amongst our 
own people * is attributed tc the various opposing strategies for 
obtaining justice. 
The cognitive rePresentations of the societal components l , We and 
They, as South Africans, display a remarkable overall similarity 
for both groups. They also elaborate upon the reasons given for 
their optimism and pessimism about the present condition cf 
society. I is considered to be one of the oppressed ; We , the 
group directly afffected by the hegemony ; and They, the 
priviledged oppressors. This supports the contention that under 
conditions of severe repression, dominated groups are inclined to 
compare themselves with the contrasting dominating group, and not 
with similarly oppressed strata ( Tajfel, 1981 ; Aboud, 1988 ; 
Brown, 1988 ). A closer examination reveals the subtle nuances 
between the descriptions. 
For the Unaffected Group, the l component is described in terms 
elaborating upon the implications of being "one of the oppressed " 
The dominant tone reflects a more liberal-reformist position which 
emphasizes the lack of possibilities within the South African 
context. This sentiment is captured in the preponderance of words 
such as " aware that I have an important role to play 
willing to sacrifice strive toward equality ; in need of, 
entitled to, calling for an end to Apartheid, longing for an equal 
situation, dissatisfaction with , and unable to identify with * 
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Compare these descriptions to those generated by the Affects Me 
Group and the contrast becomes apparent. The oppressed stratum is 
described in terms of " waging the liberation struggle 
psychologically and politically "· The following ideas dominate 
the rhetoric _ " proud of being a part ; tired of oppression 
want to be free ; concerned about our situation ; confused but 
optimistic ; exploited ; colonised ; underpriviledged 
The tone which permeates the descriptions of the component, We, as 
South Africans, is a despondent one for the Unaffected Group. 
Although the group is described as being in a transitional phase 
striving towards equal opportunities, the reality of conflict and 
division is more pertinent. Liberation is still a remote ideal, and 
much attention is devoted to justifying the reasons for this. The 
segregation, estrangement, different ideologies, cultures and 
religions, and the relative power bases all contribute to the 
current conflict. These factors breed emotions such as 
frustration, unhappiness, confusion and the inability to make 
decisions. We are reminded of the criteria listed by Bulhan (1985) 
and Baumeister (1986) with regard to the psychological implications 
of restrictive identity frames. 
The denial of legitimate rights and the rampant discrimination 
results in a very clear and coherent description of the major task 
for their in-group- " to be one and unite ••• working for unity ••• 
form a unit •••• will have to co-operate ••• carefully and jointly 
planning and devising the way forward " An implicit assumption, 
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from they way in which these responses were formulated , appears to 
suggest that the in-group should take full responsibility for 
" lifting ourselves out of our circumstances " The group 
perceives personal effort and striving to be the necessary 
ingredients to bring about changes. 
The quest for unity also pervades the descriptions of the We, as 
South Africans, component for t~e Affects Me Group. There appear 
to be significant differences in both the tone of the responses 
and the perceptions of the causes of the rifts between people. As 
"brothers and sisters ••• an oppressed nation", an appeal is made 
to " try to unite ourselves" and " not to live past each other". 
A more conciliatory and hopeful tone implores young people to 
acknowledge differences , and yet, to devote their energies to 
developing trust and understanding. In the face of having been 
" divided by the ruling block", the in-group is still described 
as " human beings with integrity and value". There appears to be 
less of a victim-blaming ideology and more recognition of the 
underlying strengths and commonalities. These notions are captured 
in the positive assertions that the in-group has the " right to 
freedom ••• to decide the future ••• govern ourselves". The salience 
of social identity and the commitment to collectively finding 
solutions, opting for the intergroup position, is evident here. 
It is clear that the understanding of where the in-group is located 
already begins to reflect the polarisation and estrangement of the 
various groups. 
188 
They, ~ South Africans, elicited comparatively similar 
descriptions· for both groups. Words which dominate the discourse 
are : " ruling block of oppressors, white minority, racists, and 
dominating "• Both groups demonstrate an unexpected empathic 
understanding of the consequences of being the opressor. The out-
group is characterised by anxiety and threatened into " trying to 
stay rulers " and " ready to defend themselves ~ The Affects Me 
Group perceives the out-group as being " trapped and straitjacketed 
into. traditional responses" , while the Unaffected Group elaborate 
upon this theme and suggest that the out-group is " misleading 
themselves " and " are ill at ease ". The Unaffected Group appears 
to be more tolerant of the perception that the out-group had 
become insulated and insensitive to the plight and misery of 
others. They advocate a serious re-examination of the significance 
of their roles within a more realistic context. They are also 
prepared to acknowledge that the out-group is attempting to change 
and are both wary and afraid while in the process of doing so. The 
Affects Me Group do not perceive changes occurring within the out-
group. They describe, instead, a reluctance to solve South Africa's 
problems as this would imply a loss of privileges and a 
readjustment to less material comfort. It is hardly surprising that 
that this group would contend that the out-group are guilty of 
" forcing beliefs and customs on us " 
people's rights in their own hands " 
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and • taking other 
Tajfel (1981) has suggested that no social group in a complex 
society lives in isolation from others. The processes of social 
differentiation and comparison are almost inevitable. Billig et al 
(1988) would refer to the empathic understanding of the oppressors 
position as a form of prolepsis, which enables people to possess 
contrary linguistic repertoires for explaining the irrationalism 
of institutionalised racism, and the concomitant deprivation. The 
contrary themes are usually expressed together and afford the 
opportunity of both blaming and being sympathetic. They also enable 
people to discuss and puzzle over the complexities and inherent 
contradictions that bedevil their everyday lives. 
A significant feature which emerged from the qualitative analysis 
for the Unaffected Group reveals a dysjunction between the cohort 
and personal issues in comparison to the way in which the group 
describes itself in relation to the South African context. The 
intensely personal and interpersonal developmental concerns are not 
reflected in their descriptions of themselves as South Africans, 
neither in the characteristics of their in-group. There appears to 
be a dysjunction between their intellectual and lived ideologies 
( Billig et al , 1988), between how they would prefer to live their 
personal lives in comparison with the reality of their social 
circumstances • A mismatch between personal and social identity 
is evident for this group ( Geber et al, 1980 ; Burman, 1986 ). 
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A more congruent profile is evident for the Affects Me Group. Their 
descriptions of the political content of their cohort agenda is 
reiterated in their responses to their personal difficulties. The 
descriptions of themselves, their in-group and out-group further 
substantiate the initial conceptual framework. This phenemenon 
also supports the quantitative findings which suggest that the 
Polaf group function from a very tight and focussed position. 
The qualitative phase of this study confirms the hypothesis that 
different causal attributions of their circumstances plays a 
significant role in the construction of social reality and further 
influences the metaphors which inform the discourse ( Kaase et al , 
1979 ; Gurin et al , 1980 ; Miller et al, 1981 ; Levett, 1989 ). 
This strategy for resisting the debilitating effects of the racist 
ideology of Apartheid also provides an explanation for the 
activating mechanisms which makes social I political identity more 
salient than personal identity for some. 
The most striking feature which emerges from the quantitative 
findings is the explicit rejection of P.W.Botha (ES), and the 
present hegemony which he represents, by both the politically 
unaffiliated ( Una£ ) and politically affiliated ( Polaf ) 
groupings. Here too it is evident that the existing structural 
arrangements impacts on the opportunity for life and makes 
impossible any uneventful assimilation of the sample into broader 
society. The very fact that there appears to be a semblance of 
self convergence between their actual and ideal selves , for both 
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groups, is partially explained by Apter's (1983) concept of 
negativism. He has argued that where an external source - Botha 
and the dominant ideology in this instance - is considered to be 
restricting one's freedom, contrast and oppositional redefinition 
is essential for meaning and serves to inform one's sense of 
distinctiveness. 
Social Identity Theory postulates that the rigid system of social 
stratification and impossibility of exit from powerless groups, 
which characterises the South African setting, will encourage 
identity through group membership to become highly salient • The 
other alternative is for exceptional individuals to symbolicallly 
exit from the group ( Tajfel, 1981 ; 1982 ; Foster, 1983 ). The 
differentiation of the sample on the basis of explicit political 
affiliation-and involvement, has attempted to refine this 
explanation • 
The Polaf gro~p were considered to take their_ stratum's relative 
powerless more seriously and consequently, to choose more 
collective strategies for effecting changes. It has been argued 
that their politicized consciousness would facilitate this kind of 
interpretation. They would also more likely be aggressively 
involved in the political arena since their analysis of power 
dynamics and oppression would be ascribed to political engineering 
( Zavalloni, 1972 ; Mussen et al, 1974 ; Merelman , 1985 ; Gurin et 
al, 1980 ; Miller et al, 1981 ). The data provided by both their 
constructions of the conflictual nature of the society, and their 
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patterns of identification support this argument. They locate 
themselves clearly in relation to the ru~c (E4j, Cosatu (E8) and 
the UWC student body (El). This grouping is also considered to be 
in opposition to the arrangement of P.W.Botha (ES), Hendrickse (E7) 
and the PFP (E6), to a lesser degree. 
The Unaf group tend to exit from this particular construction of 
the oppressed group. They consider both the ANC (E4) and the uwc 
student body (El) to be powerful and advantaged, revolutionary and 
fighting to keep resources. Yet, they do not identify with an 
orientational other ( Hitch, 1983 ) outside of the oppressed 
stratum. They perceive their ideal selves (E3) and Cosatu (E8) to 
be striving to create equal opportunities and attempting to change 
the mess the country is in. The qualitative analysis of the 
various societal components further supports the contention that 
the Unaf group does perceive itself to have some measure of group 
identification , and is as concerned about the existing political · 
inequalities. They are not, however, prepared to take up cudgels to 
bring about change. Their analysis of where revolutionary activity 
is taking place provides more insight into their understanding and 
experience of conflict. Their evaluation of construct 5, for 
example, indicates that for them the conflict is more evident 
within the oppressed stratum. The Polaf group, in contrast, 
perceive revolutionary activity to occur at a macrostructural 
level. 
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The information generated by the conflictual analysis of society 
further indicates that the two groups operate from differently 
constructued systems. The tightness of construing which 
charecterises the manner in which the Polaf group responds suggests 
a cognitively simple system. This information is derived from the 
high percentage of variance of the first component from the 
Principal Components Analysis. The second source of evidence is 
derived from the high incidence of significant correlations 
between the constructs and the elements. It is suggested that this 
tight style of construing be understood in relation to the South 
African context. The clarity and incisiveness of the responses to 
questions in the qualitative phase, appears to suggest that most of 
the dilemmas have been confronted and grappled with to some extent. 
Their focussed evaluation therefore implies a conscious choice and 
does not indicate a state of foreclosure, as explained by Marcia's 
( 1966 ; 1976 ; 1980 ) theory. 
In Kellian terminology, The Polaf group do not appear to be 
actively pursuing the outer growing edges of their construct 
systems ( Landfield, 1976 
According to Epting et al 
Epting et al , 1980 ; Hayden, 1983 
op cit), young people would discard 
constricting personal and social impositions that have outlived 
their anticipatory usefulness. The structural imposition of 
identity does not offer the opportunity to reconstruct the social 
world, experiment with or revise and adapt structures. 
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The tightness of their construct systems and congruency between 
their personal and political identities is defined as self-
confidence by McCoy ( 1977 ). The participants belonging to this 
group are aware of the goodness of fit of the self in their core 
role structures even though their definition of identity is 
significantly different to that of the imposed construction. 
Although the Unaf group appear to construe from a slightly more 
comprehensive framework ( Button, 1985 ), they too experience a 
number of the symptoms described by the discussion on the 
constructs relating to transition ( see sction 3.3.1 in this 
regard ) • McCoy ( op cit ) has referred to as anxiety as being 
the reaction to events which confront individuals, but lie outside 
of their immediate capacity to challenge and transform them. Both 
the qualitative and quantitative phases have demonstrated the 
incongruency between personal and social identities for the Unaf 
group. This is explained as causing a sense of shame - the 
perception that the self is dislodged form anothers construing of 
their role. The members of this group are also thought to 
experience contempt ~ disgust , which means that the core of 
another, to whom one is inextricably linked , is comprehensively 
different from one's own. 
This is particularly true as far as the explicitly political 
dimensions are concerned. The supportive network with which this 
group identifies is not reflected in this selection of the 
political arena. 
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. 7.2 Conclusions 
The findings from this study have enabled the researcher to draw 
the following conclusions in answer to the three research 
questions : 
The first question has attempted to examine the psychosocial 
effects of structural inequality on the process of identity 
red~finition in a sample of oppressed youth, and whether the 
personal or systemic causal attribution of their relatively 
deprived circumstances could begin to clarify the strategies 
that have emerged for resisting and challenging the constraints 
. imposed upon them. Empirically the study has sought to investigate 
the extent to which the youth have allowed the dominant ideology to 
affect the content and process of their developmental agendas. 
Irrespective of whether they opt for indiviualistic or collective 
strategies, a choice influenced by the nature of their 
attributions, both the Unaffected and Affects Me Groups are forced 
to confront the debilitating and deleterious consequences ( Foster, 
1986a ) of having been ascribed an Apartheid identity construct 
(Dawes, 1985 ). In essence, the most prominent themes which have 
emerged are common to both groups and are directly related to their 
perceptions of the historical and ideological complexity of our 
oppressive society ( Ivey, 1986; Savage, 1986 ). At a conceptual 
level, the content of the issues they have to grapple with are 
similar, and seldom isolated or clear cut. They'have to struggle to 
come to terms with problems and conflictual suggestions for their 
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resolution • There is every acknowledgement from the discourse that 
there are no easily formulated or permanent and authoritative 
solutions ( Billig et al , 1988 ). Despite the degree of 
commonality, subtle nuances and divergent interpretations of 
semantically similar themes have been found. 
The initial choices they have made for dealing with structural 
inequality ( refer to diagram 1, p. 81 ) supports the suggestions 
from the literature that certain features would characterise the 
profiles they display. For the Unaffected group, the salience of 
personal identity locates the group to the left of the continuum 
Interpersonal relationships, social mobility, and an identification 
with the attempts to ensure social change and equal opportunity 
for all , become their prime concerns. The salience of political 
identity for the Affects Me group is extended to an intergroup 
position from which social change is debated and fought for from a 
more politicized consciousness of their stratum's rights. 
The tendency in the literature ( Tajfel, 1981 ; 1982 ; Foster, 
1983 ; Billig et al , 1988 ) to view the dominant ideology as a 
relatively coherent infrastructure and consistent social force, a 
"preformed constellation" according to Ivey ( 1986 ), needs to be 
redefined in order to acknowledge the crucial role of individual 
agency in the dialectical transformation of their circumstances 
( Epting et al, 1980 ; Henriques et al, 1984 ). Although the 
particular circumstances of the Apartheid regime has caused 
unnecessary psychological anguish and very real material 
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deprivation, the victims of the system appear not to have been 
irreparably damaged and stigmatised . This is evident from the 
coping mechanisms and strategies for counteracting their continued 
oppression. The conclusions to the second research question 
support this observation. 
Their analysis of the social order presents a profound 
understanding of the sociological arrangements and psychosocial 
effects of the ways in which the various groups are related 
( Sharp, 1980 ; Tajfel, 1981 ). They refer continually to the 
minority domination and " structural inequalities which support and 
favour particular classes and groups at the expense of others• 
( Savage, 1986, p.3). The economic disparities and realisation of 
the conflicts and divisions betweeQ polarized groups, and within 
similar strata, results in feelings of despondency and despair. 
The current institutional arrangements has resulted in a diseased 
national outlook ( Welsh, 1981 ; O'Meara, 1983 ) which highlights 
the fact that there is " no core South African identity to which 
the varicius groups can be assimilated at a grassroots level • ( Du · 
Preez, 1979, p.349 ). 
The conceptualisation of the construct of social creativity 
in the literature has suggested that under conditions of 
severe repression the psychological " inferiority " of 
oppressed groups may result in a reconstruction of the social 
order which involves a search for new constructive dimensions 
of comparison which do not further deniQrate the group nor 
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its members. This implies that certain objective realities, as 
defined by the n perspective of some powerful identity groups in 
society H ( Zavalloni, 1972 , p.74 ) would be either ignbred or 
distorted to some degree. The findings in this study have shown 
that the very benchmarks used to justify the myth of inequality, a 
state of privilege, exclusion and domination ( Babad et al , 
1983 ; Bulhan, 1985) have been accurately identified and su1umarily 
rejected • 
The sample do not isolate race or class as the major criteria, but 
appear to understand the complexities and power dynamics involved. 
The responses generated confirm that power struggles and conflicts 
lie at the heart of the South African crisis. The understanding of 
the present condition of society highlights their experiences of 
power, oppression and conflict. They feel optimistic about the 
heightened awareness and raised consciousness on the part of 
society as a whole about the issues pertaining to South Africa at 
large. Both groups also refer to the commitment to bring about 
changes. This is diametrically opposed to their major reason for 
pessimism,the repressive measures of the state to preserve its 
hegemony. The discourse on the escalating violence and its 
consequences, coupled with hardened attitudes which retard the 
processes of change , indicates an understanding of the historical 
realities of Apartheid and the painful processes involved in the 
reconstruction of society. 
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The quantitative findings provide more evidence for the claim 
that oppressed youth , irrespective of whether they are political 
activists or not, have contextualized their praxis in the concrete 
realities of their repressive existence. Their political 
affiliation and involvement does influence the patterns o~ 
identification with the selected political actors, but does not 
detract from their explicit rejection of the prevailing hegemony. 
7.3 Limitations of the Present Study 
Various authors agree that the descriptions of student activism as 
a function of maladjustment or the projection 6f authority 
conflicts is an oversimplification. The portrayal of disenchanted 
and politicized youth as the saviours of a sick society is another 
gross generalisation Keniston , 1963 ; 1971 ; Mussen et al , 
1974 ; Coleman, 1980 ) • Most of the American research undertaken 
of student activists reflected the heightened social awareness of 
the sixties, and has provided some general trends. Those students 
tended to come from upper-status, professional families with 
relatively high incomes. Their views also tended to parallel those 
held by their parents. The phenomenon of mass resistance to the 
direction their society was taking was clearly not in response to 
social rejection and exploitation. The findings of this study 
suggests that those trends may operate quite differently within the 
South African context. Future investigations in this area would 
need to examine whether the consciousness of privileged sectors of 
youth has also become more critical and sensitive to the issues 
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pertaining to South Africa at large 
et al , 1985 ; Gagiano, 1986 ). 
Kotze et al, 1983 Booysen 
A second shortcoming of this study has been its restricted 
range of political representation in the quantitative phase 
of the design. The selected actors were also prominent during the 
mid-eighties. The political scenario has changed considerably and 
lends itself to a more comprehensive analysis now • The extent to 
which the n rigid model of Apartheid n ( Gagiano, 1986, p.3 ) has 
been affected and transformed is more debatabe. Whether or not 
political developments have resulted in more than the previou~ 
cosmetic changes of adaptive reforms without jeopardising its 
stuctural dominance, needs to be thoroughly investigated. 
Although this study possibly reflects the dominant themes of 
that particular era, some of the concerns raised then appear 
to be as relevant now. The escalating violence and visible 
agony of reconstruction requires a critical understanding of 
what constitutes the basic parameters of a just and democratic 
society. Conflicts produce more than one possible political 
reality, more than one simple hegemonic f victimized arrangement of 
power and ideological state apparatuses to enforce the order. 
Future studies in this area would need to elaborate upon this. 
The extent to which the research design has met the requirements 
of an emancipatory cognitive interest has not been thoroughly 
analysed. The general comments from the participants to the 
research undertaking indicates that for the majority, the exercise 
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was found to be thought provoking and stimulating. A number of the 
activists were startled to find that they had never consciously 
thought about the time they devote to their organisational 
activities. They also felt quite guilty about the luxury of 
considering their roles as individuals. On the other hand, the 
unaffiliated participants found the opportunity to construe the 
roles of political actors in relation to their personal aspirations 
to be an empowering experience. They remarked that one often 
ignored the fact that things were more complicated and affected 
one, whether one wished to be involved or not. The opportunity 
which this study afforded to engage in constructive debate about 
how individuals and groups have constructed their reality under the 
oppressive circumstances of Apartheid, the divergent choices taken 
for bringing about social change, and considerations of who best to 
implement the process, appears to be exactly the kind of skill 
required to address the present political conflicts. 
202 
LIST OF REFERENCES 
REFERENCE LIST 
Aboud, F. (1988) Children and Prejudice. Oxford 
Blackwell. 
Basil 
Adam, H. (1981) The Vocation of a Sociologist in South 
Africa. In Rex, J. ( Ed.), Apartheid and Social Research. 
Geneva : Unesco Press. 
Adams-Webber, J. (1970) Elicited versus provided constructs 
in repertory grid technique A review. British Journal of 
Medical Psychology, 43, 349 - 354. 
Adams-Webber, J. (1981) George A. Kelly as Scientist-
professional :An Appreciation. In Shaw, M. (Ed.) , Recent 
Advances in Personal Construct Technology. London : 
Academic Press. 
Adams-Webber, J. (1981a) Empirical Developments in Personal 
Construct Theory. In Bonarius, H.,Holland, R. and 
Rosenberg, s. (Eds.), Personal Construct Psychology. Recent 
Advances in Theory and Practice. London : Macmillan 
Anonymous ( 1986) Some thoughts on a more relevant or 
indigenous counselling psychology in South Africa : 
Discovering the socio-political context of the oppressed. 
Psychology in Society, ~' 81-89. 
Apter, M. (1985) Negativism and the Sense of Identity. In 
Breakwell, G. (Ed.), Threatened Identities. London : John 
Wiley. 
Argyle, M. (1978) Discussion chapter : An Appraisal of the 
New Approach to the Study of Social Behaviour . In 
Brenner, M., Marsh, P. and Brenner, M. (Eds.), The Social 
Contexts of Method. New York : St. Martin's Press. 
Babad, E., Birnbaum, M. and Benne, K. (1983) The Social Self. 
Group Influences ~ Personal Identity. California : Sage • 
Bannister, D. (1977) New Perspectives in Personal Construct 
Theorz. London : Academic Press. 
Bannister, D. and Mair, J.M.M. (1968) The Evaluation of 
Personal Constructs. London : Academic Press. 
1 
Baumeister, R. ( 1986) Identity, Cultural Change and the 
Struggle for Self. London : Oxford University Press. 
Beail, N. (Ed.) (1985) Repertory Grid Technique and Personal 
Constructs. Application in Clinical and Educational 
Settings. Beckenham, Kent : Croom Helm. 
Bernard, H.S. (1981) Identity formation during late 
adolescence : A Review of some empirical findings. 
Adolescence, XV1, 62, 349 - 358. 
Billig, M., Condor, s., Edwards, D., Gane, M., Middleton, D. 
and Radley, A. (1988) Ideological Dilemmas. A Social 
Psychology of Everyday Thinking. Great Britain : Sage 
Publications. 
Booysen, s. and Kotze, H. (1985) The Political Socialisation 
of Isolation : A Case study of the Afrikaner Student Youth. 
Politikon, 12, 2, 23-46. 
Bourne, E. (1978) The state of Research on Ego Identity A 
Review and Appraisal. Part ~ • Journal of Youth and 
Adolescence, z, 4, 223 - 25a. 
Bourne, E. (1978a) The State of Research on Ego Identity A 
Review and Appraisal. Part 11. Journal of Youth and 
Adolescence, z, 4 , 371 -392. 
Breakwell, G. (1983) Identities and Conflicts. In Breakwell, 
G. (Ed.), Threatened Identities. London: John Wiley. 
Brenner, M., Marsh,P. and Brenner, M. (Eds.) (1978) The 
social contexts of Method. New York : St. Martin's Press. 
Brittan, A. and Maynard, M. (1984) Sexism, Racism and 
Oppression. London : Basil Blackwell. 
Brown, R. (1988) Group Processes : Dynamics within and 
between Groups . London : Basil Blackwell. 
Bulhan, H.A. (1985) Frantz Fanon and the Psychology of 
Oppression. New York : Plenum Press. 
Bundy, c. (1986a) Street Sociology and pavement Politics • 
Some ~pects of the 1985 School Crisis in the Western Cape. 
Paper presented at Western Cape Roots and Realities 
Conference. University of Cape Town. 
2 
Bundy 1 C.(1986b) Re-making the Past. New Persoectives in 
South African History. Cape Town : Department of Adult 
Education and Extra-mural Studies. 
Burman, s. (1986) In~roduction. In Burman,S. and Reynolds, 
P. (Eds.), Growing~ in~ Divided Society. The Contexts of 
Childhood in South Africa. Johannesburg : Ravan Press. 
Button, E. (Ed.) (1985) Personal Construct Theory and Mental 
Health. Beckenham, Kent : Croom Helm. 
Cairns, E. (1982) Intergroup Conflict in Northern Ireland. 
In Tajfel, H. (Ed.) Social Identity and Intergroup 
Relations. Cambridge : Cambridge University Press. 
Capozza, D., Bonaldo, E. and DiMaggio, A. (1982) Problems of 
identity and social conflict. Research on ethnic groups in 
Italy. In Tajfel, H. (Ed.) Social Identity and Inter~ 
Relations. Cambridge : Cambridge University Press. 
Chetwynd, J. (1977) The Psychological Meaning of Structural 
Measures derived from grids. In Slater, P. (Ed.) The 
Measurement of Intrapersonal Soace ~ Grid Technique. 
Dimensions of Intrapersonal Soace. New York : John Wiley • 
Clarke, J., Hall, s., Jefferson, T. and Roberts, B. (1981) 
Sub- Cultures, Cultures and Class. In Bennet, T., Martin, 
G., Mercer, c. and Wellacott, J. (Eds.), Culture, Ideology 
and Social Process. A Reader. Milton Keynes : The Operi 
University. 
Coleman, J. c. (1980) The Nature of Adolescence. New York 
Metheun. 
Coles, R. (1987) The Political Life of Children. Maidstone, 
Kent : Houghton - Mifflin • 
Danziger, K. (1975) The Psychological Future of an 
Oppressed Group. In Morse, s. and Orpen, C. (Eds.) , 
Contemporary South Africa. Social Psychological 
Perspectives. Cape Town : Cape and Transvaal Printers. 
Dawes, A. (1979) ~Personal Construct Approach to Drug 
Dependence. Unpublished M.Sc. Thesis, Psychology 
Department, University of Cape Town. 
3 
Foster, D.H. (1983) Some Psychological Factors likely to 
influence Constitutional Change. In Dean, B. and Van Zyl 
Smit, D. (Eds.), Constitutional Change in South Africa-
The Next Five Years. Cape Town : Juta. 
Foster, D. (1986a) The Development of Racial Orientation in 
Children. A review of South African Research. In Burman, s. 
and Reynolds, P. (Eds.), Growing~ in~ divided societ~ 
The context of children in South Africa. Johannesburg : 
Ravan Press. 
Foster, D. (1986b) The South African Crisis of 1985. 
Psychology in Society, ~ , 49 - 65. 
Fransella, F. and Bannister, D. (1967) A validation of 
Repertory Grid Technique as a measure of political 
construing. Acta Psychologica, 26, 97 - 103. 
Fransella, F. and Bannister, D. (1977) ~ Manual for. Repertory 
grid Technique. London : Academic Press. 
Fransella, F. (1983) Threat and the Scientist. In Breakwell, 
G. (Ed.) Threatened Identities. London: John Wiley. 
Garbarino, J. (1985) Adolescent Development. An Ecological 
Perspective. New York : Charles E. Merrill • 
Gagiano, J. (1986) Meanwhile back on the 6 Boereplaas 6 • 
Student attitudes to political protest and political 
systems' legitimacy at Stellenbosch University. Politikon, 
131 21 3 - 23 • 
Geber, B. and Newman, s. (1980) Soweto's Children. The 
Developmen~ of Attitudes. London : Academic Press. 
Gurin, P., Miller, A. and Gurin, G. (1980) stratum 
Identification and Consciousness. Social Psychology 
Quarterlv, 43, 1 , 30 - 47 • 
Hall, M. (1986) Resistance and Rebellion in Greater ~ 
Town. Paper presented at The Western Cape Roots and 
Realities Conference. University of Cape Town • 
Harr~, R. (1978) Accounts, Actions and Meanings - The 
Practice of Participatory Psychology. In Brenner, M., 
Marsh, P. and Brenner, M. (Eds.) , The Social Contexts of 
Method. New York : st. Martin's Press. 
Harr~, R. (1983) Personal Being. ~Theory for Individual 
Psychology. London : Basil Blackwell. 
5 
Hayden, B. (1982) Experience - A case for possible change 
The Modulation Corollary. In Mancuso, J. and Adams -
Webber, J. (Eds.), ~Construing Person. New York : 
Praeger. 
Henriques, J., Hollway, w., Urwin, c., Venn,c. and 
Walkerdine, v. (1984) Changing the subject • Psychology, 
social regulation and subjectivity. London : Metheun. 
Hitch, P. (1983) social Identity and the half-Asian child. In 
Breakwell, G. (Ed.), Threatened Identities • London : John 
Wiley. 
Holdstock, L. (1981) Psychology in South Africa belongs to 
the colonial era. Arrogance or Ignorance ? South African 
Journal of Psychology, 11, 123 - 129 • 
Hollis, M. (1977) Models of Man. Philosophical thoughts ~ 
social action. Cambridge : Cambridge University Press. 
Hopkins, J. R. (1983) Adolescence. The transitional years. 
London : Academic Press. 
Ivey, G. (1986) Elements of a Critical Psychology. Psychology 
in Society, ~ , 4 - 27. 
Jaspars, J. and Warnaen, s. (1982) Intergroup relations, 
ethnic identity and self - evaluation in Indonesia • In 
Tajfel, H. (Ed.) Social !dentity ~Intergroup Relations • 
Cambridge : Cambridge University Press. 
Kaase, M. and Marsh, A. (1979) Political Action : A 
Theoretical Perspective. In Barnes, s. and Kaase, M. (Eds.) 
Political Action. Mass Participation in Five Western 
Democracies. California : Sage Publications. 
Kelly, G.A. (1955) The Psychology of Personal Constructs. 
Volume 1. New York : Norton. 
Keniston, K. (1963) Young radicals. Notes on committed youth. 
New York : Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. 
Keniston, K. (1971) Youth and Dissent. The Rise of ! New 
Opposition. New York : Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. 
Kotze, H. (1985) Mass media and the matriculant mind 
study of political socialization in South Africa. 
Communicare, 42, (2), 26- 37 • 
6 
A case 
Kuhn, M.H. (1969) Self-attitudes by age, sex and 
professional training. In Stone, G. and Faberman, H. (Eds.) 
Social Psychology through Symbolic interaction. 
Massachusetts : Ginn Blaisdel. 
Laing, R. (1961) The self and other. London : Tavistock. 
Lambley. P. (1973) Psychology and Socio - Political Reality 
Apartheid Psychology and its links with trends in 
Humanistic Psychology and Behaviour Theory • International 
Journal of Psychology, ~' (1), 73 -79. 
Lambley, P. (1980) The Psychology of Apartheid. 
London seeker and Warburg. 
Landfield, A.W. (1971) Personal Construct Systems in 
Psychotherapy. Chicago : Rand McNally. 
Landfield, ·A.W. (1976) Interpretive man : The enlarged self -
image. In Cole, J. and Landfield, A. (Eds.), Nebraska 
Symposium on Motivation , Volume 24. Lincoln : University of 
Nebraska Press. 
Landfield, A. and Leitner, L. (1980) Personal Construct 
Psychology. Psychotherapy and Personality. London : John 
Wiley. 
Landfield, A.W. (1980) The Person as Perspectivist • 
Literalist and Chaotic Fragmentalist. In Landfield, A. and 
Leitner, L. (Eds.) , Personal construct Psychology. 
Psychotherapy and Personality. London : John Wiley. 
Lazarus, s. (1983) ~ Alienation and Estrangement to Power 
and Community in South African Black Education ~ ~ 
Community Psychology Approach. Unpublished M.A. Thesis, 
Psychology Department, University of Cape Town. 
Lazarus, s. (1988) The Role of the Psychologist in South 
African Society : In Search of ~ Appropriate Community 
Psychology. Unpublished Phd. Dissertation, Psychology 
Department, University of Cape Town. 
Levett, A. (1989) Psychological trauma and childhood. 
Psychology in society, 12, 19 - 32. 
Louw-Potgie£er, J. (1987) The Authoritarian Personality : 
An Inadequate Explanation for Intergroup Conflict in South 
Africa. Journal of Social Psychology, 128 ,(1), 75- 87. 
7 
Mancuso, J. and Adams-Webber, J. (1982) Personal Construct 
Psychology as Personality Theory : Introduction. In 
Mancuso, J. and Adams-Webber, J. (Eds.) , The Construing 
Person. New York : Preager. 
Manganyi, N. (1981) Looking through the Keyhole. 
Johannesburg : Ravan Press. 
Marcia, J. (1966) Development and validation of ego -
identity status. Journal of Personality and Social 
Psycholoqy, l• 551 - 558. 
Marcia, J. (1976) Studies in Ego - Identity • British 
Columbia : Simon Fraser University. 
Marcia, J. (1980) Identity in Adloescence. In Adelson, J. 
(Ed.), Handbook of Adolescent Psychology. London: 
Wiley - Interscience. 
Me Coy, M. (1977) A Reconstruction of Emotion. In Bannister, 
D. (Ed.), Perspectives in Personal Construct Theory. 
London : Academic Press. U 
Me Coy, M. (1980) Culture-schocked marriages. In 
Landfield, A. and Leitner, L. (Eds.), Personal Construct 
Psychology. Psychotherapy and Personality. London : John 
Wiley. 
Me Coy, M. (1981) Positive and Negative Emotion : A Personal 
Construct Theory Interpretation. In Bonarius, H., Holland, 
R. and Rosenberg, s. (Eds.), Personal Construct Psychology. 
Recent Advances in Theory and Practice. London : Macmillan. 
Merelman, R. (1985) Role and personality among adolescent 
political activists. Youth and Society, 17, (1), 37- 68. 
Meyerson, S. (1975) Adolescence and Breakdown. London 
and Unwin. 
Allen 
Miller, A., Gurin, P., Gurin, G. and Malanchuk, o. (1981) 
Group Consciousness and Political Participation. 
American Journal of Political Science, 25, 3, 494 - 511. 
Moll, I. (1983) Answering the Question : What is Psychology ? 
Psychology in Society ,! , (Editorial ) , September • 
Mostyn, B. (1985) The Content Analysis of Qualitative 
Research Data : A Dynamic Approach. In Brenner, M., Brown, 
J. and Couter, D. (Eds.) The Research Interview. Uses and 
Approaches. London : Academic Press. 
8 
Mussen, P., Conger, J. and Kagan, J. (Eds.), (1974) Child 
Development and Personality. Fourth Edition. New York : 
Harper & Row. 
Muuss, R. (1988) Theories of Adolescence. Fifth Edition. 
New York : Random House. 
Newman, F. (1966) Adolescents' constructs of authority 
figures : A methodological study. Journal of General 
Pychology, 74, 319 - 338 • 
Norris, A. and Makhlouf-Norris, F. (1977) The measurement 
of self-identity. In Slater, P. (Ed.), The Measurement of 
Intrapersoanl Space ~ Grid Technique. Volume 1. London : 
John Wiley. 
Nxstedt, L., Kuusinen, J. and Ekehammar, B. (1976) Structural 
representations of person perception . A comparison between 
own and provided constructs. Scandanavian Journal of 
Psychology, 17, 223 - 233. 
0' Meara, D. (1983) Volkskapitalisme ! Class, capital and 
ideology in the development of Afrikaner nationalism, 1934 
- 1948. Cambridge : Cambridge University Press. 
Palmonari, A., Carrugatti, F., Ricci Bitti, P. and 
Sarchielli, G. (1984) Imperfect Identities : a socio -
psychological perspective for the. study of the problems of 
adolescence. In Tajfel, H. (Ed.), The Social Dimension. 
Volume ~ Cambridge : Cambridge University Press. 
Rathod, P. (1981) Methods for the Analysis of Repertory Grid 
Data. In Bonarius, H., Holland, R. and Rosenberg, s. 
(Eds.), Personal Construct Psychology. Recent Advances in 
Theory and Practice • London : Macmillan. 
Reason, P. and Rowan, J. (1981) Human Inquiry : A sourceboook 
of ~ paradigm research • Chichester : John Wiley • 
Riordan, z. (1981) Locus of Control in South Africa. 
Journal of Social Psychology, 115, 159 - 168. 
Savage, M. (1981) Constraints on and functions of, ·research 
in sociology and psychology in contemporary South Africa. 
In Rex, J. (Ed.), Apartheid and Social Research. 
Geneva : Unesco Press. 
Savage, M. (1986) The Cost of Apartheid. Inaugural Lecture. 
Cape Town : University of Cape Town Printing Department. 
Shaw, M. (1981) Recent Advances in Personal Construct 
Technology. London : Academic Press. 
9 
Sharp, J. (1980) Can We Study Ethnicity ? A Critique of 
Fields of Study in South African Anthropolgy. Social 
Dynamics, .§_, (1) ,1 - 16. 
Shotter, J. (1975) Images of Man in Psychological Research. 
London Metheun. 
Slater, P. (1972) Notes ~ Ingrid 72. Institute of 
Psychiatry, de Crespigny Park, London. 
Slater, P. (1977) The Measurement of Intrapersonal Space £I 
Grid Technique. Explorations of Intrapersonal Space. 
Volume 1. London : John Wiley. 
Slater, P. (1977b) The Measurement of Intrapersonal Space ~ 
~ Technique. Dimensions of Intrapersonal Space. 
Volume 2. London : John Wiley. 
Slater, P. · (1981) Construct Systems in Conflict. In Shaw, M., 
(Ed.), Recent Advances in Personal Construct Technology. 
London : Academic Press. 
Staats, A.W. (1981) Paradigmatic Behaviourism, Unified Theory 
Construction Methods and the Zeitgeist of Separatism. 
American Psychologist, 36, 3, 239 - 256. 
Straker, G. (1989) From victim to villain : A *sleight* of 
speech ? Media representations of township youth. 
South African Journal of Psychology, 19, 1• 20 -27. 
Swartz, L. (1985) Issues for Cross - Cultural Psychiatric 
Research in South Africa. Culture, Medicine and 
Psychiatry, 2• 59 - 74. 
Swartz, L. and Foster, D. (1984) Images of Culture and Mental 
Illness : South African Psychiatric Approaches. 
social Dynamics, 10, 1, 17 - 25. 
Swartz, L. (1987) Transcultural Psychiatry in South Africa. 
Part 11. Transcultural Psychiatric Research Review, 24, 
5 - 30. 
Tajfel, H. (1981) Human Groups ~ Social Categories. Studies 
in social psychology. Cambridge : Cambridge University 
Press. 
Tajfel, H. (Ed.) (1982) Social Identity and Intergroup 
Relations. Cambridge : Cambridge University Press. 
10 
Trickett, E. (1984) Toward a Distinctive Community Psychology 
: An Ecological Metaphor for the Conduct of Community 
Research and the Nature of Training. American Journal of 
Community Psychology, 12, 3, 261 - 279. 
Tyler, M. (1981) Kelly's • road to freedom • ? Problems in 
understanding the process of construct system development. 
In Bonarius, H., Holland, R • and Rosenberg, s. (Eds.), 
Personal Construct Psychology. Recent Advances in Theory 
and Practice. London : Macmillan. 
Vander Goot, M.(1981) Styles of elaboration in women 
*becoming liberated•. In Bonarius, H., Holland, R. and 
Rosenberg, s. (Eds.), Personal Construct Psychology. Recent 
Advances in Theory and Practice. London : Macmillan. 
Van der Merwe , H. and Welsh, D. (1979) The Future of the 
University in Southern Africa. Cape Town : David Philip. 
Van Vuuren, W. ( 1985) Domination through Reform : The 
Functional Adoption of Legitimizing Strategies. Politikon, 
·12, 2, 47 - sa. 
Walters, s. (1982) The Role of the University of the Western 
Cape in Adult Education. Report for the Institute of 
Social Development, University of the Western cape. 
\ 
Waterman, A. (1982) Identity Development from Adolescence to 
Adulthood : An Extension of Theory and a Review of 
Research. Developmental Psychology, 18, 3, 341 - 358. 
Weinreich, P. (1979) Ethnicity and Adolescent Identity 
Conflict. In Saifullah Khan, v. (Ed.) , Minority Families 
in Britain : Support and Stress. London : Macmillan. 
Weinreich, P. (1983) Emerging from Threatened Identities 
Ethnicity and Gender in Redefinitions of Ethnic Identity. 
In Breakwell, G. (Ed.) Threatened Identities. London : John 
Wiley. 
Welsh, D. (1981) Social Research in a Divided Society : the 
case of South Africa. In Rex, J. (Ed.), Apartheid and 
Social Research. Geneva : Unesco Press. 
Wilson, F. and Ramphele, M. (1987) Children in South Africa. 
Unicef Report , Children on the Frontline • Cape Town : 
Careers Research Information Centre. 
11 
Yorke, D. M. (1985) Administration, Analysis and Assumption 
Some Aspects of Validity. In Beail, N. (Ed.) , Repertory 
Grid Technique and Personal Constructs. Applications in 
Clinical and Educational Settings. Beckenham, Kent : Croom 
Helm. 
Zavalloni, M. (1971) Cognitive processes and Social Identity 
through focussed introspection. European Journal of Social 
Psychology, !• (2), 235 - 260. 
Zavalloni, M. (1972) Social Identity : Perpsectives and 
Prospectives. social Science Information, 12 ,(3) , 
65 - 91. 
Zavalloni, M. (1973) Subjective Culture, Self - Concept and 
Social Environment. International Journal 2f Psycholoy, 
~,(3) 183- 192. 
Zavalloni, M. (1975) Social Identity and the Receding of 
Reality : Its Relevance for Cross-Cultural Psychology. 
International Journal of Psychology, 10, (3) 197 - 217. 
Zavalloni, M. (1984) The Internal Operant Environment !! 
Identity System. Paper presented at Cardiff symposium 
Identity, Ide~logy and Political Theory. 
12 
APPENDICES 
Appendix A : Pilot Grid 
s ort Myself UWC Student A.N.C P.W.Botha ·p.F.P Hendrickse Cosatu 
as I Body 
am now 
1 0 0 0 j I 
2 0 0 I I 0 
3 0 0 
' 
0 
4 0 0 0 
5 0 0 0 
6 () 0 ~0 
7 
0. 0 0 i 
8 0 0 0 
9 
I 
0 0 0 
10 0 0 0 
11 0 0 0 
12 0 0 0 













PERSONALITY QUESTIONNAIRE AND EXERCISES 
Dear Student 
The following questionnaire and exercises have been designed to 
provide an understanding of the patterns of psychological development 
in youth today. Please respond as quickly and as honestly as 
possible. Read the instructions carefully and indicate if you are at 
all uncertain about what to do. 
All information will be treated confidentially and can in no way be 





3. Organizational Involvement - Please complete the table 




Indicate to which organization you belong (X) 
State the amount of time (hours) you devote to 
it on a weekly basis. 
-----------------~--------------------~--------------











1. Briefly discuss 2 major issues young people of your age have to 
face and try to solve 
1 
...... · ...................................................... . 
2 
2. Discuss 2 issues which gives you the greatest amount of 
difficulty. 
1. 
2. . ...................................................... . 
3. Briefly discuss 2 aspects of the present condition of South 
African society which makes you optimistic. 
1. 
2. 
4. Now discuss 2 aspects of the present condition of South 




(a) How would you describe yourself and others? Do not think 
too deeply about your responses. Simply give the first 
descriptions which come to your mind. 
I,as a South African, am 
They,as South Africans are ••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 
We, as South Africans, are 
APPENDIX C 
In this section you will be required to complete the following table. 
The items and descriptions will be provided on the overhead 
projector. Please make sure that you are recording in the correct 
space. 
ITEMS 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
1 










I I I I l _____ j ___________ j_ _____ ~------ -l I -----------------
Please feel free to comment on your reactions to these exercises. 
COMMENTS : 
Thank you for your co-operation. 
INACING HIGHEST GRADE ON CONSTRUCT SCALE 3 





CADD, P GRIDS INACCON ,.., 1"'1 ,_., z 
0.. 0 
this grid accepted •.. inaccon ri >--< X 
0 




CONSTRUCT MEAN VARIATION AS PER CENT 0 
OJ 
.000 22.70 rt" l 11.6619 OJ 
2 .000 7.9575 15.49 
.., 
0 ,.., 
3 \ .ODD 5.9292 11.54 rt" :r 
4 .ODD 4.6217 8.99 
(1) 
-o 
0 5 .ODD 9.4181 18.33 1-' ,_.. 
rt" 6 .000 11.7956 22.96 ,_., 
n 
OJ 
1-' TOTAL VARIATION ABOUT CONSTRUCT MEANS 51. 3841 1-' 
'< 
BIAS .000 c 
::J 
OJ VARIABILITY .3687 .., .., ,_.. 
DEVIATIONS FROM CONSTRUCT MEANS 1-' ,_.. 
OJ CONSTRUCT 1 ,. ELEI"lENT rt" 
(1) 
1 -.4431 2 .2789 3 1.6959 4 .4459 5 -2.1651 6 -.3871 7 -.9991 
0.. 
8 1.5739 (;"") ,.., 
CONSTRUCT 2, ELEMENT 0 
c 
1 .4530 2 .5080 3 -1.2140 4 .8860 5 1.9360 6 -.1580 7 
"0 
.2860 8 1.1750 
CONSTRUCT 3' ELEf"lENT 
c 
1 -.3161 2 .2949 3 1.1009 4 .3509 s· -1.8991 6 -.1491 7 -.2331 8 .8509 ::J OJ .., 
CONSTRUCT 4, ELEMENT 
1 .3430 2 -.5460 3 -1.2400 4 .6760 5 1.2320 6 -.2790 7 .4540 8 -.6400 
CONSTRUCT .5, ELEMENT 
1 -.9450 2 1.2220 3 1.4160 4 -2.1120 5 -.3900 6 .6270 7 .0440 8 .13SO 
CONSTRUCT 6, ELEMENT 
1 1.0319 2 . ] 879 3 .9759 4 .8099 5 -2.5511 6 -. 2011 7 ·-1. 2461 8 .9929 
CORRELATIONS AND ANGULAR DISTANCES BETWEEN CONSTRUCTS 
CONSTRUCT 1 
2 .425 64.85 3 .961 16.15 4 -.834 146.56 5 .286 73.40 6 .854 31.31 
CONSTRUCT 2 
3 . ~i26 58.25 4 -.162 99.31 5 -.297 107.25 6 .607 52.66 
CONSTRUCT 3 
4 -.830 146.12 5 .299 72.63 6 .849 31.93 
CONSTRUCT 4 
5 -. 7LI2 137.94 6 -.636 129.53 
CONSTRUCT 5 
6 -.012 90.67 
ELEMENT TOTAL SUM OF SQUARES AS PER CENT 
.124 2.577 5.02 
2 1.946 2.249 4.38 
3 2. 735 10.057 19.57 
4 1.057 6.680 13.00 
5 -7.709 20.221 39.35 
6 -.547 .708 1.38 
7 -1.694 2.895 5.63 
8 4.091 5.996 11.67 
UNIT OF EXPECTED DISTANCE 3.8316 
DISTANCES BETWEEN ELEMENTS 
ELEMENT 1 
2 .695 3 1.090 4 .448 5 1.308 6 .571 7 .667 8 .742 
ELEMENT 2 
3 .679 4 .9/.0 5 ] .430 6 .336 1 .661 8 .539 
ELE1'1ENT 3 
4 1.243 5 1. 775 6 .823 7 1.195 8 .728 
ELEMENT 4 
5 1. 531 6 .884 7 .893 8 .758 
ELEMENT 5 
6 1.114 7 .888 8 1.800 
ELEMENT 6 
7 .417 8 .757 
ELEMENT 7 
8 1.004 
THE COMPONENT-SPACE IS LIMITED TO 6 DIMENSIONS 
COMPONENT ROOT AS PER CENT 
l 33.0960 64.41 
2 13.4670 26.21 
3 3. 36ll4. 6.55 
4 1.2235 2.38 
5 . 2118 .41 
6 . .0214 .04 
BARTLETT TEST NOT APPLIED 
COf1PONENT 1 COMPONENT 2 COMPONENT 3 
ELEMENT VECTOR LOADING RESIDUAL VECTOR LOADING RESIDUAL VECTOR LOADING RESIDUAL 
1 .0122 .0701 2. 5720 -.3694 -1.3557 .7340 .1195 . 2192 .6860 
2 .1516 .8719 1.4892 .2348 .8617 .7468 -.4567 -.8378 .0449 
3 .3851 2.2155 5.1481 .5479 2.0105 1.1059 .5677 1.0413 .0216 
4 .1014 .sun 6.3402 -.6616 -2.4278 .4459 .3027 .5552 .1376 
5 -.7675 -4.415.1 . 7275 .1700 .6239 .3383 .2913 .5343 .0528 
6 -:0456 -.2625 .6396 .1809 .6640 .1987 -.1714 -.3143 .0999 
7 -.2457 -1.4135 .8979 -.0086 -.0317 .8969 -.4601 -.8440 .1846 
8 .4085 2.3500 .4736 -.0940 -.3449 .3546 -.1930 -.3540 .2293 
r: 
CONSTRUCT 
1 .5741 3.3028 .7531 .0779 .2859 .6714 .2775 .5090 .4124 
2 .2794 l. 6075 5.3734 -.4822 -1.7700 2.2406 -. 8ll16 -1.4942 .0081 
3 .4119 2.3695 .3145 .0352 .1292 .2979 -.0141 -.0259 .2972 
4 -. 3117 -l. 7933 1.4057 -.3178 -1.1663 .0455 .0613 .1124 .0328 
5 .1ll27 .8212 8.7438 . 7747 2.8429 .6619 -.4222 -. 7744 .0622 
6 . 552ll 3.1778 1.6975 -.2428 -.8909 .9038 .2779 .5097 .6440 
POLAR CO-ORDINATES 
CONSTRUCT 1-1 v R 
1 4.95 8.73 .98 
2 -47.75 -32.00 1.00 
3 3.12 -.63 .97 
4 -146.96 3.01 1.00 
5 73.89 -]4.67 1.00 
6 -15.66 8.78 .97 
PROJECTIONS FOR ELEMENTS 
ELEI"lctH 1-1 v R 
1 -87.04 9.17 .86 
2 44.66 -34.35 .99 
3 42.22 19.19 1.00 
[j. -76.49 12. 5ll .99 
5 171.96 6.8:S 1.00 
6 lll.57 -23.76 .93 
7 -178.72 -30.84 .97 
8 -8.35 -8.48 .98 
' ~~ 
RELATIONS BETWEEN CONSTRUCTS AND ELEMENTS 
EXPRESSED AS COSINES 
CONSTRUCT 1 WITH EL.EMENT 
-.098 2 .509 3 .779 4 .193 5 -.912 , 6 -.357 7 -.855 8 .930 
CONSTRUCT 2 IIliTH ELEMENT 
1 .472 2 .265 3 -.174 4 .606 5 -.708 6 -.483 7 -.199 8 .718 
CONSTRUCT 3 WITH ELEMENT 
1 -.086 2 .577 3 .720 ll .195 5 -.950 6 -.304 7 -.748 8 .934 
CONSTRUCT 4 WITH ELEMENT 
1 .399 2 -.830 3 -.908 4 .341 5 .752 6 -.215 7 .690 8 -. 724 
CONSTRUCT 5 WITH ELEt~ENT 
1 -.764 2 .840 3 .689 4 -.875 5 -.166 6 .766 7 -.131 8 .151 
CONSTRUCT 6 till TH ELEMENT 
1 .400 2 .335 3 .525 4 .452 5 -.935 6 -.469 7 -.883 8 .866 
INTER-ELEMENT RELATIONS 
EXPRESSED AS COSINES . 
ELEMENT 1 WITH ELEMENT 
2 -.471 3 -.473 4 .761 5 -.160 6 -.554 7 -.192 8 .061 
ELEMENT 2 WITH ELEMENT 
3 .583 4 -.547 5 -.560 6 . 514 . 7 -.247 8 .542 
ELEMENT 3 WITH ELEMENT 
4 -.363 5 -.560 6 .153 7 -.744 8 .533 
ELEMENT 4 WI HI ELEMENT 
5 -.323 6 -.938 7 -.243 8 .335 
ELEMENT 5 WITH ELEMENT 
6 .357 7 .755 8 -.969 
ELEMENT 6 WITH ELEMENT 
7 .369 8 -.416 
ELEMENT 7 lrJITH ELEMENT 
8 -. 710 
~ 
RELATIONS GETWEEN CONSTRUCT~ ANb ELEMENTS 
EXPRESSED IN DEGREES 
CONSTRUCT l WITH EL01ENT 
l. 95.6 2 59.4 3 38.8 4 78.9 5 155.8 6 110.9 7 148.7 8 21.5 
CONSTRUCT 2 WITH ELEr1ENT 
1 61.8 2 74.6 3 100.0 4 52.7 5 135.1 6 118.9 7 101.5 B 44.1 
CONSTRUCT 3 WITH ELEMENT 
1 94.9 2 54.8 3 43.9 ~ 78.7 5 161.9 6 107.7 7 138.4 8 20.9 
CONSTRUCT 4 WITH ELEMENf 
1 66.5 ,., 146.1 3 155.2 4 70.0 5 41.3 6 102.4 7 46.3 8 136 .. 4 L 
CONSTRUCT 5 WITH ELEMENT 
1 189.B 2 32.9 3 46.4 4 151.1 5 99.6 6 40.0 7 97.5 8 81.3 
CONSTRUCT 6 WITH ELEMENT 
' 
1 66 .l~ 2 70.4 5 58.3· 4 63.1 5 159.2 6 117.9 7 152.1 8 30.0 
INTER-ELEMENT RELATIONS 
EXPRESSED IN DEGREES 
ELEMENT 1 WITH ELE:MENT 
2 118.1 3 118.2 L1 40.5 c 7 99.2 6 123.6 7 101.1 8 86.5 
ELE~1ENT 2 WITH ELEMENT 
3 54.4 4 123.2 5 124.0 6 59.1 7 104.3 8 57.2 
ELEMENT 3 WITH ELEMENT 
4 111.3 4 124.0 6 81.2 7 138.1 8 57.8 
ELEMENT 4 WI HI ELEMENT 
5 108.9 6 159.7 7 104.1 8 70.4 
ELEMENT 5 WITH ELEt1ENT 
6 69.1 7 41.0 8· 165.8 
ELE~1ENT 6 WITH ELEMENT 
, 
68 .LI 8 llfL6 I 
ELEMENT 7 WITH ELEMENT 
8 135.2 
INGRID HIGHEST GRADE ON CONSTRUCT SCALE 3 
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DEVIATIONS FROM CONSTRUCT MEANS 
CONSTRUCT 1, ELEMENT 
1 .31ZO 2 .8120 3 2.1460 4 1.4510 5 -3.3540 6 -1.5760 
CONSTRUCT 2, ELEMENT 
1 .3309 2 .6649 3 -1.5581 4 .9149 5 -1.6521 6 5021 
CONSTRUCT 3, ELEMENT 
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7 1.0259 8 . 7759 
ru ...,., 
7 -1, 3330 8 1 1, 2500 
CONSTRUCT 5, ELEMENT 
1 -. 1871 2 - 9101 3 -. 6871 L~ -. 5761 5 - l~651 6 2.1179 
CONSTRUCT 6, ELEMENT 
1 . 9511 2 1. 3401 3 1. 6741 4 1. 8121 5 -3.9369 6 -1. 0489 
CORRELATIONS AND ANGULAR DISTANCES BETWEEN CONSTRUCTS 
CONSTRUCT 1 
2 . 300 72. 56 3 . 956 17. 09 4 . 992 7. 08 
CONSTRUCT 2 
3 . 38.9 67. 14 4 . 325 71. 02 5 . 057 86. 72 
CONSTRUCT 3 
4 . 965 15. 18 5 423 115. 06 6 . 966 14. 98 
CONSTRUCT 4 
5 -. 586 125. 88 6 . 987 9. 11 
CONSTRUCT 5 
6 -. 516 121. 05 
ELEMENT TOTAL SUM OF SQUARES AS PER CENT 
1 2. 136 1.427 1. 17 
2 4. 359 6. 950 5. 69 
3 {~. 665 15. 091 12. 36 
4 5. 859 9. 154 7. 50 
5 -15. 596 t~9. 267 40. 35 
6 -3. 002 10. 403 8. 52 
7 -4. 834 17. 787 14. 57 
8 6. 414 12. 024 9. 85 
UNIT OF EXPECTED DISTANCE 5. 9065 
7 1. 5069 8 - 7991 
7 -2. 6039 8 1. 8121 
5 568 124. 60 6 
6 . 348 69. 65 

























2 . 287 
ELEMENT 2 
3 . 455 
ELEMENT 3 
4 . 45(1 
ELmENT 4 
5 1. 681 
ELEMENT 5 
6 • 915 
ELEMENT 6 
7 . 402 
ELEMENT 7 







DISTANCES BETWEEN ELEMENTS 
. 550 4 . 326 5 1. 371 6 . 707 7 .886 8 
. 193 5 1. 600 6 . 955 7 1'. 111 8 . 241 
1. 738 6 1 . .113 7 1. 352 8 • 402 
1. 015 7 1. 176 8 . 119 
. 779 8 1. 751 
1. 097 























CONSTRUCT H v R 
1 -176. 79 -1. 34 • 99 
2 114. 40 30. 42 1 .. 00 
3 173. 09 -5. 77 . 99 
4 -177. 44 . 49 l. 00 
5 49. ~i9 -30. 78 l. 00 
6 178. 77 -2. 39 .99 
PROJECTIONS FOR ELEMENTS 
ELE~1DH H v R 
1 171. 79 9. 19 .92 
2 177. 43 12. 98 .96 
3 -155. 57 -17. 80 .99 
4 173. 44 10. 44 .99 
5 -15. 25 4. 67 1.00 
6 21. 17 -27. 33 .99 
7 23. 23 3. 77 .99 
8 178. 60 8. 64 .99 
RELATIONS BtTWtEN CONSTRUCTS AND ELEMENTS 
EXPRESSED AS COSINES 
CONSTRUCT l WITH ELEMENT 
1 . 850 2 • 89ll 3 .. 892 4 .950 5 -.939 6 -.833 7 -.908 8 .981 
CONSTRUCT 2 WITH ELEMENT 
1 .496 2 .471 3 -.153 l+ .525 5 -.507 6 -.275 7 .017 8 .446 
CONSTRUCT =~ WITH ELEMENT 
1 .852 2 .934 3 . s;>2 l+ .925 5 -.979 6 -. 726 7 .-.840 8 .937 
CONSTRUCT 4 I!JITH ELEMENT 
1 .897 2 .927 3 .876 4 .967 5 -.947 6 -.842 7 -.922 8 .982 
CONSTRUCT 5 WITH . ELEMENT 
1 -.490 2 .-.622 3 -.579 -.552 5 .322 6 .898 7 .727 8 -.600 
CONSTRUCT 6 lrJITH ELEMENT 
1 .93(1 2 .920 3 • 8L~6 4 .966 5 -.961 6 -. 778 7 -.911 8 .963 
INTER ELEMENT RELATIONS 
EXPRESSED AS COSINES 
ELE~lENT . 1 WITH ELEMENT 
2 .875 3 .6LI4 4 .951 5 -.886 6 -. 731 7 -.810 8 .897 
ELE~lENT 2 WITH ELEMENT 
3 .723 Ll .928 5 -.El95 6 . -.852 7 -.825 8 .927 
ELEMENT 3 WITH .ELEMENT 
4 .730 5 -.752 6 -.707 7 -.942 8 .797 
ELEMENT 4 lrJITH ELEMENT 
5 .946 6 -.839 7 -.835 8 .986 
ELEMENT 5 WITH ELEMENT 
6 .672 7 .775 .8 -<938 
ELEMENT 6 WITH ELEMENT 
7 .829 8 -.875 
t'• 
.. 
ELEMENT 7 I.IIITH ELEMENT 
8 -.866 
RELATIONS BETWEEN CONSTRUCTS AND ELEMENTS EXPRESSED 
IN DEGREES 
CONSTRUCT 1 WITH ELEMENT 
1 31.7 '> L 26.7 3 26.9 4 18.3 5 159.9 6 146.4 7 155.2 8 11.3 
CONSTRUCT 2 WITH ELEMENT 
1 60.3 '> <. 61.9 3 98.8 4 58.3 5 120.5 6 106.0 7 89.0 8 63.5 
CONSTRUCT 3 WITH ELEMENT 
1 31.6 2 20.9 3 33.7 4 22.3 5 168.4 6 136.6 7 147.2 8 20.4 
CONSTRUCT 4 WITH ELEMENT 
1 26.3 2 22.0 3 28.8 4 14.7 5 161.3 6 147.3 7 157.3 8 10.8 
CONSTRUCT 5 WI HI ELEMENT 
1 119.3 ') '- 128.4 .3 125.4 4 123.5 5 71.2 6 26.1 7 43.3 8 126.8 
CONSTRUCT 6 WITH ELEMENT 
1 20.2 '> <. 23.0 3 32.2 4 15.0 5 163.9 6 141.1 7 155.7 8 15.7 
INTER-ELEMENT RELATIONS 
EXPRESSED IN DEGREES 
ELEMENT 1 WITH ELEMENT 
2 29.0 :s 49.9 4 18.1 5 152.3 6 137.0 7 144.1 8 26.2 
ELEMENT 2 ~JITH ELEMENT 
3 43.7 ll 21.8 5 153.5 6 148.5 7 145.6 B 22.1 
ELEMENT 3 WITH ELEMENT 
4 43.1 5 138.8 6 135.0 7 160.4 8 37.1 
ELEMENT 4 ~JI TH ELEMENT 
5 161.0 6. 147.0 7 147.6 8 9.6 
ELEI~ENT 5 I.IIITH ELEMENT 
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Appendix F : Source of Inter-rater Reliability Study 
Unaffected Group Affects Me Group 
X y X y 
Question 1 Cohort Issues 
12 16 18 19 
12 13 14 10 
15 9 12 5 
9 11 7 6 
2 2 7 3 
3 2 
Question 2 Personal Issues -
13 16 14 12 
6 10 13 12 
6 7 12 11 
5 5 10 10 
7 5 4 9 
Question 3 - Reasons for ·optimism 
19 16 12 18 
5 3 13 8 
3 4 11 8 
8 13 9 3 
6 3 
Question 4 : Reasons for Pessimism 
13 17 14 13 
12 6 9 11 
8 8 7 8 
6 6 8 6 
5 4 4 2 
Appendix F 
INTER-RATER RELIABILITIES 









CORRELATION FOR AFFECTS ME GROUP 
Correlations: X2 
X2 1.0000 
Y2 .7479** 
N=21 
P<O.OOO 
Y2 
.7479** 
1.0000 
